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SNCORE N ATT B OF T PLul BNTYS COMMITTEE

i CLVIL RIGHTS

sttached are the recomuendations of tie Fresident's Comsittee on Civil
"ights broken down into four eategorics: thoss eslling for (1) exetutive.
action, (2) congressiwmal action, (3) stute sation, snd (4) education,
‘hore a recommsndation calls for wore than one typs of action, as for action
by the Congress and the states, or for alternative acticn, aa by the Congress
or the Wmeeutive Branch, the recomaendstion s included under both of the

appropriate headings.
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1. EBnlargement of the ataff of the Civil Lights cection of the Department
of Justiece and the establishmant of reglonal offices; increass in investigntive
actlon in the absenge of complaints. (These pecomuwendstions are partially
dependent upon congressional action for appropristions and possibly authority.)

2. rstablishment within tha FHT of a special unit of investigators irained
in civil rights work.

s

3. Invitation of favorable considsration by the statss of tha reccmmendstion
tor the establishment by ths state governusnts of law enforcecent agencies
comparabla to ths Pedsoral Civil fights {ection.

4o tstablishument of a permanent cosmission on clvil rights 1In the
xacutive Office of the President.

5. #Aeview of ocur wartins evasuation and expariencs looking toward the
development of a policy whioh will prevent ths abridgment of civil rights
of any person or groups bacause of race or ancastry.

6. Appropriate administrative asstion to end all discriminstion and
segregation bessd on race, color, creed, or national origin, in the organi-
zations and activities of all branches of the Armed Services.

7. Clarifieation of the loyalty obligations of Federal employesss, amd
sstablishment of standards and procedures by which the civil rights of public
work~rs may be sopupulously salntaimd.

8. lasusnos by the President of a mandate sgainst disoriminrtion in

fNovernamznt employwent and oreation of adequate machinery to enforce this
mandate.

9. Imtervention by the Departmant of Justice in court atiacks upon
restrictive covenants.

10. tstablishmont by executive order of s unit in the Federal Bureau
of the Budgat to review the exscution of all Govermment programs and the
axpanditures of all Uovernment funds, for compliance with the policy of
non-disariminstion.
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CONCRUSSICHAL ACTICN

1. The Civil hights Sectiwn of the Department of Justice should be
given a substantisl inereasss in its appropriation, should be raised to full
divisionsl status in the Departasnt, and should be grantad increased authority
to make appropriate use of civil sanctions, such as suits for damages or
injunctive relief, suits under the Declarstory Judgment Act and the ripght
of intervention by means of brisfz amicus ewriss in private litigation where
important issuss of civil rights law are being determined.

2. The enactment by Congroese of new legisliatiom to supplement Section
51 of Title 18 of the United States Codo which would impose the same lisbility
on one person as is now imposed by that statute an two or more conspirators.

3. The amendmant of Section 51 to remove the penalty provision which \
discualifies pergans convicted under the ict from holding public office.

L. The amendment of Sectlon 52 to increase the maximus penaltiss that
nay be imposed wnder it fram a §1,000 fine and a ane~yezr prison term teo
a 35,000 fine and a ten-yoar prison term, thus bringing its penalty provisions /
into line with those in Sectiam 51.

5. The enmctment by Cungress of a new statute, to supolament Saction
52, specifically directed against polics brutality and related crimas.

6. The onactiment by Congress of an antilynching act.

7. The enactment by Congress of a new criminal statute on involuntery /
servitude, supplementing Sections hlL3 and Ll of Title 18 of the United :
States Code.

8., HEnactoent by Congress of legislation eatsblishing a procedure
by which claims of evacuses for specific property and business losgsas
resulting from the wartime evacuation can be prouptly considered and settled.

9. Action by the states or Congress to and poll taxes as a voting prerequisite.
10. The enactmant by Congress of a statute protocting the right of

qualified persons to participate in federal primaries and alectimes against
interference by public officers and private persons.

~-11l. The enactmant by Congress of a statute proteoting the right to
gualify for, or participate in, federsl or state primaries or elections
against discriminatory action by state officors based on raes or color,
or depanding on sny othor unreagsonable claseifisation of persons for
voting purposes.
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12 The ensetwant by Lonuyrass of legisiation establishing local self-
governrent for the District of Columbia; an' Uie smenduent of the Constitution
to extend suflfrare in mresiuential sleciicrs, and represenitation in congress

£ : 2 O

to Listrict residuants,

13, The rodification of nbhie feder:d saturalization ilaws to parsit Lhe
of citizenship wibioul rogara to Lhe reca, color, or nationsl

sronting {
3 T T N
eriyin of sppeicants,

L4.  The enscliment by vonpress of lepislation jrantine citisenstip to
Lhw S00de 0f Justm &nd Amearical L 0mEOE.

15. Yne ennetment by wongress of leyiclation, followwd by sppropriate
acdministrative actioi, Lo ens beweadutel; sio alseriaination anc sagrsgation
buses on race, color, creed, or ukbional orijgln, in lhe organization aw
activities of oll branches of Whie wrasu Lerviass,

~ lu. Phe snactamant by vongress of lepisistlon providing that no meuber

ol Uhe arumsy [orces shnl. we subjuct Lo dlgseriminmtion ol eny kind by any
puziic sulhority or place of ublic ascommodation, recrsatlion, transportsiion,
or wuhur service or busningss,

i7. The enuaCtment by congrest oio Whe dtete legisiatures of legislation
rs,uiring oll groupg, which ettespt to influence public ocinion, to disclose
Lhe pertiant Jaovs avout themselves Lhrough systemstic registretion proceaures,

13. »retion by Gongrees snd the executive branch elarifying the loyaluy
obligations of federsi employeses, wnd establishing stundards anc progedurss
by whieh the civil rights of public workers may be scrupulously salintelned.

19. The conditioning by Congress of s#ll federal grante-ineuic wnd other
forms of fedaral asslstance Lo public or private agencles for any purpose
on the wbsence of discrimination snd sesregation based on race, color, crewd,
or national oripin,

20, The zrnectywent o!f a fedsral Felr -mployment Practice iet prohibliing
all forms of cleerininstion in prlvate sunloyment, based on race, color,
creed, o nstloral origin,

2l. The wmaotussnt oy conpgress of a iaw stating that discerimination ard
seiregaticn, bassd on rece, color, creed, or nationsl origin, in the rendering
of il sabiie services by bthe fationsl government is contrary te public
policy.
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22, 4 apmcieort by onpress of a law prehdlbitdng diseriminetion or
sagragation, bwses on race, color, creed, or nati: al origin, in interstate
transportation am all the facilitiss vhereof, to apply against both pablic
o ficers 2r¢ tas amployenrs of private sransrortstion companies.

¢io tny the Vistriot of “olusbia:

S enectemnt by Lonpress of Leplaletion Loosocconplisa tie following purposes
in e Llsurlotg

~reninition of discriminstion and sagresgatilon, b=sed on race, coler, craed,

sr naticnal origin, in all punlic or jublicly-supportsd nospltals, parks,
cecrantional facilitles, nousing projects, welfare agencies, penal inatitutions,
snd onsessions on public property;

D prehipivion of seyregstion in bt ooblic school sy tsia of the fdstrict
of Jebambing

“ns gstablisnmsnt of & falr aducablic sl practlie prograw directed sgainst
gigeripinrtion, bassd on race, coalor, c¢raed, or ustional origin, in the
adguisgion o1 students to privets educstlo al institubions;

ime estnblighment of a fair n=alth mractice program forbildding discriminetion
ard magregation by .ublic or privete apencies, basad on race, color, creed,
or national origin, with respect tn the tralning of doctors mnd nurses, the
~umission of patients to hospitals, olinica, and similar inetitutions, »nd
the rizht of doctors and nurses o practice 1n hospltalsg

ine outinwing of rustristive covenantsg

caaranteeln equel fcoesns W places of public ascomodation, broadly d=»fi-ed,
w perscns of all racea, coleore, creeds, aid national origins.

' 2.  The enscument by ongress of laglslation ending uwe aystew of
i ssprapgation 1n the Panama Janal Zone,

¢5. the establishuent hy act of longress or eoxacutive order of a unit
: in o federal Murssu of th: budget to roview the execution of all povasrn-
s : gpnt funds, for compliance with tne policy of nondiscriminetion.

4.

26. he sstablishment of a permanent Commission on Livil ni¢hts in the
tLazctuve O fice of the President, preferavly by sct of Congress;

Aid the simultaneous creation of a Joint : tanding Lommittes on Civil
alghte 10 Cony ress.
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Civil Plghts

1. “he estatlishment by the state govarnments of law enforcausnt ppencies
Sy . : R :

comparable to the feder4»~“,vaj',-ghba hbction

2. Thu establlishaoect by Lia 8~htﬂﬁ n! permanent eommisaiona on civil
rignta Lo Wu?&l;ﬂl T wmrh ol »h& feuara“;-omm133¢on at ths state level.

Tha'iucrcaaad;prbfossionnliuation,Qf st&ta al local pollee foreces.

)

L. iction by the sbtates or Gongress Lo end poll tuxes as a voting
mrereguisite, : SR ' S =

5, The granting of %u}fraﬂe by the States of New %exico una irigons to
thair Indiav citizens, , : o e e

 The repeal Uy t* b»ataa of #aws iscriminatiny aga nst a;;ans wbo
are L“wLi&-uiu for u$ﬁi$(“5ﬂly becouse of raca, color, or matianal oriwin.,

7+ The auactment bJ congross ana t}c state lugialaturea of legialation
requdring &ll groups, which ableapt to i:fluence public opinion, to diasclose
tas pertinent lacts about tnausulveu tnrouuh a}stmuabic re&istratiou procedur«s.

¥, The ensctment uy t oo states uf Palr mnglemant Praot*ce ncta grohibitinb
eli forms o ulscrl ﬁ_huu10P in priVaLu o) yloymcnt, Uased ory race, color, croed,
or national origin. ,

Ge shactment by the stabu lebiﬁxaburau of fair aducutioaai erbLlCH ldws
Ior public am! privute aducalivnal lnstitutious, p hibiting discriminstion in
e wu1¢baiou anﬂ weutnant of atuaenbw ousad on race, colox, eresd, or ha-
tdonal .;1'5.&‘.1;. , i ~

10s 1Lnn unactmenﬁ by thu tutus gl L&“ﬂ ou laﬁin reétriétive covangﬁts.i

i1, "‘a wwuctuent b Lhw stataa of fai x«alth praatica Btatutes fcr- ;
biddiig; iacrimination«nm segro“nhian basad;on race,;creod, colcr, or zatinn&l
O.inlu, in th@ oporation*of* :

; 12;}
aegregation, , in
of all public services‘b itha‘nationul overr\‘nt‘is'con ary t ‘p blic,polzcj.

13.
of pwblic
: Cr&ﬁﬁ. ﬁk" &




ST




HARRY S

 TRUMAN LIBRARY

. President’'
SRl on
Civil PRights

‘ . "f\,"‘ A T
Cdunuiry 28, 190G,

A
SEORGE

nttached is the mesorandum you asked
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TArsctor,
Jure:n ot the -uliznt

In connection with the speclal messsue to Congress on (ivil
Ziphts, and the legislatlon which we ure now reparing, a guestion
nas arisen as Lo e sxict basls of the rederal Jovernment's policy

PR (PVANSR S
[ hu‘:“'vifu‘) SIMLG TS UL O

ho cne Joubbs what Lhe policy is.  Hoasvar, 14 gssews Lo Lave
vest: announced from tize to tiue br the variius cpencles in difrering
ways nd in varylng Cegrees.

iowonder 1F you could have w collection made of aucr pol.oay
statements and cirectives a8 may have veen awxde or iscued by the
anite Hoase wnd tie voricus departients on ths subject of none
diseriminallon.
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H. R. 8388
74th Congress, First Sesslon, dited June 6, 1935,

4 Bill to assure &ll persons within the District of Columbia full and equal
privilege in pluces of public accommodation, resort, and amusement, and for
othier purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senste and House of Representatives of the United Btutes
of imerica in Comgress assembled, that within the District of Columbia ell
persons usre entitled to the full and equal accommodations, advantages, and
privileges of every public convenience and every place of public aceommoda-
tion, resort, entertainment, or amusement, subject only to the conditions

end limitstions established by law and applying alike to all persons.

Ko pereon being the owner, opsrator, receiver, proprietor, maneger, sup-
erintemdent, agent, or emplorees of any such plsce shall directly or
indirectly refuse, withhold from, or deny to sny person amy accommodation,
advantage, or privilege thereof or in asmy publish or oirculate any representation
or coumunlcation to the effect that any accommeodations, edvantages, or
privileges thereof shall be refused, withheld, or denied to any person on
accoumt of race, creed, or color. Hotels, inne, restaurants, eating

houses, public libraries, and amusement parks shell be deemed to places

of public accommodation, resort, entertaimment, or smusement, but without

in any wise limiting or restricting the weaning of thet gemeral phrase

by such specific announcements.

Section 2. Any person who shall viclate any of the provisions of the
foregoing section or who shall sid or incite the violation of eny of sald
provisions shazll for each smd every violstion thereof bs liable to a penalty
of not less tham $100 nor more then 3500, to be recovered by the person
agread thereby im the Buprems Court of the .istrict of Columbda; and shall,
also, for every such offense be deemed guilty ol a ilsdeamonor; and upon
conviction thereof in the police court of the District of Celwnbie shall
be fined not less tham $100 mor more tham $500, or shall be imprisoned not
less tham 30 days mor more than 90 days, or both such fine and impriscuament.

Section 3. This Act may be cited as the "Civil Rights Law of the
District of Columbia."
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There are complling reasons why we should act now to secure these
rights. The peoples of the world are faced with the choice of freedom or
enslevement, a choice between forms of government which harness the state in
the service of the individual and forms of govermment which chain the individual
tc the needs of the state.

As a government, we have alighed ourselves bn the side of the freedom-

loving pecples. ¥We intend to use all the resources at our cu mand to help the

freeden-loving states grow and remain sirong.

To be effective, we ourselves must remain and grow strong and to this
end we must conserve and develop all our resources. e have wealth in our fields,
forests, mines an: ‘actories, bav 2ur greatest resource is and always has been our
pezple and their free way of 1life,

To conBerve and develop our human resources, we need to perfect the
institutions which keep our people free and which sustain our free way of life.

These institutions are of two kinds. Some of them protect the

individuai's freedom from encroacnment by Government or by private persons.
Other institutions help men and women and children to expand their opportunities

to live better in terms of jobs, houses, hedth, education, recreation and security.

Both kinds of institutions sustain freedom; both must be perfecte§7 The founders
of our country held up for us the ided&zof freedom and equality under just laws.
Their hope is our hope.~ The hope of the individual human beings that make our

Nation great. It is the hope of common humanity in every land, in every time ard

place.
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There are compelling reasons why we should act now to secure these

rights. The peoples of the world are faced with the choice of freedom or
Canslavement, a choice between fon;s of governmént which harness the state in

the service of the individual and forms of government which chain the individual
to the needs of the state.

As a government, we have aligned ourselves on the side of the freedom-
loving peoples. We intend to use all the resources at our command to help the
freedom-loving states grow and remain strong.

To be effective, we ourselves must remain and grow strong and to this
end we must conserve and develop all our resources. e have wealth in our fields,
forests, mines and factories'but our greatest resource is and always has been our
people and their free way of life.

To conserve and develop our human resources, we need to perfect the

institutions which keep our people free and which sustain our free way of life.

g

The ideal of freedom and equality «ander just laws is our Nation's
hope. It is the hope of the individual human beings who make our Nation great.

It is the hope of common humanity in every land, in every time and place.
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Janusry 26, 194§

.I'e wvash:

x with respect to civil rights, I would suggest lenguage somewhat
as follows:

"The Congress is under specific treaty obligation to
determine the civil rights gna politicel status of the inhab-
itents of Guem.\l) i similer responsibility, arising from
consideretions of morelity ena nationel honor, rests on tne
Congress with respect to the inhabitsnts of Anerican samoa."

On the general subject of orgenic legislation, I would suggest
lesnguage somewhet a&s follows:

"The lJonstitutlion reserves to the Congress the power,
end therefore the responsibility, for the neking of needful
x rules =2na reguletions respecting the territory of the United
states. (2) | therefore recommend that organic legisletion
be enacted by tre Joagress with respect to the island posses-
sions of Guem esnd americsan Semos. In addition to organizing
e form of government, such legisletion should define the
civil rights and politicel stetus of the inhebitents of those
islends."”

Roy E. Jemes

PRV Y e

(1) Article IXx of the Treaty of Paris (30 Stat. 1754) provides
in full as follows:

"The civil rights end political status of the native
inhebitents of the territories ceded to the United
i ‘ » Stetes shall ve determined by Congress.”

(2) Paregraph 2, Section 3, of Article IV of the Constitution of
“ the iinited States orovides as follows:

Nmy

‘he Jongress shall have rPower to dispose of and make
all needful Rules snd Regulations respecting the Terri-
tory or other Property belonging to the United States;
and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed
as to rrejudice eny Claims of the United States, or of
eny particuler State."

SOOI ST,
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4th Draft

TO T % COMGRFSES OF THF UNITHFD STATKS:

In my message %0 the Congress on the State of the
Union on Janmary 7, 1948, I spoke of five major goals for
strengthening our democracy and improving the welfare of our
people, The first of these goals is to secure fully the
essential huwman rights of our citisens,

The United States was founded by wen and women who
came Lo these shores that they might enjoy greater freedom and
greater opportunity than they had known before. Our Declaration
of Independence proclaimed %0 the world the American belief that
all men are created equal, and that govermmenis are instituted
40 secure the inalienadle rights with whioh all men are endowed,

The noble idesls of the founders of this Nation 1napir9d
the peoples of all lands, and mede the United States the hope of
the oppressed everywhere., Throughout our history men and women
of many colors and'creeda, of meny races and religions, have
come t0 this country to escape tyranny or intolerable discrimination

in their homelands, Here they found a Nation built on the promise

of 1lidberty and equalisy, For many of these travellers i\ was a
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promise long-forgottm in their homelands. They sought a land

f; “F
f~ﬂww& mu¥ &ﬁinmkﬁwfﬁé&u*wbm

where M—ﬂn

Here they found a warm welcome for all who were willing to eon-
tribute to the good of the Ration.

The Growth of our Civil Rights Concept

Through the years of our country's growth, our concept
of the Goverrment's role with respect to c¢civil rights has steadily
changed., The Bill of Rights in owr Constitution was drewn uwp
to protect the citigens of the republic against any possible
tyranny on the part of the new Pederal Government. As the Nation
grew in sise and complexity however, the Federal Covernment becans,
not the enemy of liberty as some had feared, but the protector
of the rights of its citigens. Through Congtitutional amendments,
Federal laws, and adrginistrative practice, the Federal Government
has become a friendly, vigilant guardian of the rights of all
Americans.

But the greatest prigress toward the attainment of
our ideals has been in the minds and hearts of owr citizens. We
have come to appreciste wore and more that the diversity of our

people is a principal source of national strength, and that this
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strength can be fully developed only when all groups enjoy
equal oprortunities.

The Present Status of Civil Rights

Todry, the American people enjoy more freedom and

opportunity than ever before. There is less violence based on

rrejudice than at any time in our history. uore than ever before

our people are conscious of the danger of intolerance and have

the will to resgist the evil of discrimination. The economic well-

being of recent years and full employment have made possible
a wider enjoyment of civil rights by all groups in the Mation.
% nation in history has ever offered more hope of the complete
realization of the ideal of liberty and equality than has ours.
¥e will not, however, finally achieve the ideals for
which this Ration was founded so long as any American suffers
discrimination as a result of his race, or religion, or color,
or the land of origin of his forefathers.
Unfortunately, there s till are examples -~ flagrant
exarnples — of diserimination which are utterly contrary to

our ideals. Not all groups of our population are free from the

fear of violencs, not ell groupa are free to live and work where

A S
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they please, and not all groups enjoy the full privileges of
citisenship.

We cannot be satisfied until all ocur people have equal
oppertunities for education, for jobs, for homes, and for
political expression, and until all owr pecple have égual pro-
tection under the law.

The Role of the Federal Jovernment

The Federal Covernment must take the lead in securing
the rights of all people whercver they are abridged or endangered.
The States alone have not been eble to eliminate sush orimes as
lynching, nor to make secure such rights as voting. The Federal
Covernment must exercise continuous watch over its own activities

to insure that Federal services are provided without diserimination.

Today as never before, the United States symboliges
the free way of life. We are confronted by other lands and.
other political systems which subordinate the individual to
the state. HRistory offers us the opportunity to prove that
the free way of life can be a reality and is not just a dreamg |

to show that the state can respect and protect basic human

rightﬂ .
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In its offorts to foster and secure oivil rights,
the Pederal (Government 12 limited by inadequate laws and by
the prejudices of 2 few of our citizens who still do not
realizse the full dangers and the injustices of discrimination,

The Report of the President's Commidtee on Civil Rights

One year ago, I appointed a commibtee of distinguished
citizens %o axplore the extent and nature of the violatione of
civil rights in this country, and %o recommend remediea, I asked
this committee "to determine whether and in what rsspect curremt
law-enforcement measuros snd the authority and means possessed
by Yederal, state, and local goverrmesnts may be strengthened
and improved so safeguard the civil rights of the people.”

The report of this committee points out present $lls
and makes a series of propossls designed Lo secure those rights
55111 abridged or denied to some groups. The report emphasizes
a truth which is fandamental in our consideration of the state
of civil rights in thie country, The effort to securs fully
the rights of our people rests upon the understanding by every

person that in return for each right he enjoys he owes respect

for the equal enjoyment of the same right by his fellow men.
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The report makes very clear, morecver, that there is an

inescapable obligation upon our democratic govermnment to insure

that {ts citizens enjoy the fulleat measure of civil rights.

I believe the time has come, therefore, for the Federal

Sovernment te take decisive sction. We can no longer afford a

piecemeal epproach. The Congress should enact modern, compre~

hensive, civil rights laws, adequate to the needs of the hour,

and demonstrating our continuing faith in the free way of life.

STRENGTHERING THE MACHINLRY FOR THE PROTECTIOM OF CIVIL RIGHTS

As a first step, we must strenpgthen the Pederal

machinery designed to enforce civil rights legislation and create

new agencies to wateh over the state of owr traditional liberties.

I recoxmend that the Congress establish a permanent

Commission on Civil Rights in the Executive Office of the President.

The Commi ssion should work with other agencies of the Federal

Government, with state arnd local governments, and with private

organizations. It should review our clvil rights policies and

practices, study specific problems, and make public reports at

regular interwvals.
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I also suggest thet the Congress establish a Joint
Committee on Civil Rights., It should be the function of this
Committee to make a contimiing study of matters relating to ecivil
rights, and to consider weans of improving respect for and enforce-
sent of eivil and Constitutional rights,

These two bodies should serve as the civil rishta consclence
of the Nation, They should keep us continuously aware of the state of
civil liberty in he United 3tates and keep us ever alert to
opportunities to improvs our democracy.

To provide more adequate machimery for the enforcement
of federal civil rights laws, I receumend that the Congress provide
for a Division of Civil Kights in the Department of Justice, with
an Assistant Attorney General in charge, and an appropriation
adequate to enable it to fulfill its important responsibilities,

The Federal Burean of Investigation performs most of the investi-
gative work in civil rights cesss, Steps are being taken to pro-
vide its agents with specisliszed training in civil rights so that

it may render more sffective service in this difficult field of

law enforcement. 7This may also require additional funde,
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The new Civil Rights Ddvision of the Department of
Justice must be given better legal tools with which to do its
part of the job. I, thaerefore, recommend that the Congress
amend and strengthen existing provieions of Fedarsl law, namaly
sections 51, 52, L3 and Lkl of Title 18 of the United States
Code, These ars the statutes which have been used by the
Department of Justice as the basis for our present eivil rights
enforcement program. In particular, these statutes have been
eaployed to safeguard ﬁhe right to vote and the right to the
safety and security of the persom,

Ssctian 51 now gives protection to citizens in the
enjoyment of rights secured by the Constitution or Federal laws.

This protection should be extended %.insclude any imhabitant of

[ S SUN VU U R oy

the United States as well as any oitizen., In its ﬁroaent form,
Section S1 protects civil rights only sgainst conspiraeiss by
two or more persons. It should be amended to protect against

infringements by any person or psrsons acting individually as

well as in conspiracy.

SRS
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Sectien 52 now gives general protection to the indi-
vidual against public officers who subject any persan to a
deprivation of any Federal right., It should be supplemented
to enumerate certain of these rights so as {0 enable the Federal
Government to provide stronger protection of the individual's
peraonal safety and secwrity.

Secticas L3 and Lijy now proteet individuals against
slavery snd peonage. They should be amendsd to cover additional
forms of involuntary servitude eo that the great purposes of the

Thirtesnth Amendment to the Constitution may be fully realised.

Federsl Protection Against Lynching

A specific Federal measure is needed to deal with the
crime of lynching —— a subject on which I cammot speak too
strongly. It is a prinecipls of our democracy to insure every
person acoused of an offemse: sgainst ths law a fair, orderly
trial in an impartial ocourt. ¥e have made great progress toward
this goal but I regret to say that lynching -- the taking of

private vengsance upan aceused persons -— has not yet finally

dlsappeared froa our land. So long as one person walks in fear
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of lynching, there exists a merious threst to our socisty.
I 0s31 upon the Congress to strike a final blow against this
orime,

Evacuation Claims of the Japsnese~Americans

During the last war more than one hundred thousand
Japansse—-Americans were evacuated from thsir homes in the Pacific
States. Many of these people suffered property and business
losses through no fault of thsir om. The Congress has before
it legislation establishing a procedure by which claims bassed
upon these losses can be promptly considered and settled. I
hops that final astion on this legislation will soon be taken,

EXTERDING THE PRIVILEGES OF CITIZENSHIP

Citizenship is an indispensable status for every mature
and responsible member of a demooratic society., It carries with
it certain privileges and duties. However, not all of our pecple
enjoy the full privileges of citizenship, Some of the legal
residents of the United States and its territories and possessions
are now dsnied citisenship, Some of our citisens are denied

the right to vote., Some suffer discrimination while serving in

the Armed Forces. All of these inequities should be remedied.
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Protecting the Right to Vote

The right of all properly qualified citisens tc vote
is beyond question. Yet the exercise of this right is still
subject to interference, Sometimes individuals are prevented
from voting by isolated acts of intimidation., Sometimes whole
groups are prevented hy outmoded policies prevailing in certain
states or communities.

¥We need stronger statutory protection of the right
to vate. I urge the Congress to enast legislation forbidding
interference by public officers ar privats persons with the
right of qualified citisens to participate in primary and general
elections in which federal officers are to be chosen. This
legislation should extend to state as well as Yedaral elsotions
1nn«hn'an:uﬂuwfqnmww1dx§*uu right to vote resulits from
disoriminatory action by public officers based on race, color,
or other unreasonable classification.

Requirements for the payment of poll taxes also inter-
fere with the right to vote, There are still seven states which,

by their constitutions, place this barrier detween their citizens

and the ballot box. The American people would weloome voluntary

4 ¢
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action on the part of these states to remove this barrier.

E Nevertheless, I believe the Congress should initiate meesures

which will insure that the right to vote shall not be con-

i’ tingent upon the payment of taxes.

I wish to make it clear that the enactment of the
mesasures | have recommended will in no sense result in Federal
conduct of, or control of, elections. They are designed to
provide Federal protection to qualified citizens of the right
to vote. The actual conduect of elesetions, as almays, must
remain the responsibility of state governments,

Equality in Naturalisation

‘ All properly qualified legal residents of the United
States should be allowad to become citizens without regard to
rsce, colar, religiom or national origin., The Congress has
recently removed the bars which formerly prevented persons
from China, India and the Philippines from besoming naturelised
American citizens. I urge the Congress to remove the racial

or nationality barriers which still stand in the way of oitizen~

ship for some residents of our scountry.
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The Status of ocur Territories and Possessions

The present political status of cur territories and
possessiona impairs the enjoymenmt of full eivil rights by thelir
f\jvvl (UA.-‘-J'»VD
citizens, T have in the past recommended legislation granting
statehood to Alaska and Hawail, and organic acts for Guam and
American Samoa with & grant of American citizenship to the

people of these Pacific Islands., I repeat these recommendations.

Service in the iArmed Forees

Daring the recent war and in the years sinos its close
we have made much progress toward equality of opportunity in
our Amed Services without regard to race, color, and religion
or natianal origin. /Reference to Secretary Forrestal/

EXTEEDING EQUALITI OF OPPORTUNITY

We in the United 3tates believe in the prineciple of
equality of opportunity for all men. Racial, religiocus and
other invidious forme of diserimination deprive the individual

of an equal chinoe to develop and utilize his talents and to

enjay the rewards of his effarts,
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Segregation in the District of Columbis

The Federal Government smmst put an end to discriminaticn
in aress under its Jurisdiction. This is particularly true of
the District of Columbia which should be a true symbol of American
freadom and democracy for our own people, and for the people of the
world, It is my earnest hops that ths Congress will promptly
give the citizens of the District of Columbia their own local,
elective govermnment, They themselves can then deal with such
orils as segregation in the schools and other public facilities,
and with raciel barriers to places of public sccommodation, which
now exist for one-third of the District's population. Failing
such action in the near future, the Congress, itself, should
enact a model Civil Rights law for the Katien's Capital. The
blot on our civil rights record which now exists at the very
heart of our national life csnnot and must not be allowed to {

endure,

(Insert paragraph on Fanama Canal)
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NERD FOR ACTION BY TH& STATES

There 1a much that the 3tates can properly snd appro-
priately do to protect civil rightz, both te supplement Federal
safeguards and to act in areas where the National Goverament ias
excluded for lack o! Constitutional power. accordingly, I am
totey addresaing a letier to the Governor of each of our States
roeapsetfully inviting him to give consideration to the many
posaibilities lor 3tate action to make our civil rights more
secure and to recommend to his legislature such new measures as

he deems wise and necessary.

Conolugion

I am well awaera that we cannot seolve our oivil rights
problems solely by passing laws. The final viectory for civil
rights must be won in the minds and hearts of our people, Hach
of us mast understand the value of the {res way of life; each of
us must understand the folly of prejudice; each of us must under-
stand the importance of res;ecting his nsighbor's rights.

And yet therse is much that can be done by law., It mey
be impossible to change humsan nature or overcome prejudice by
law, but many civil rights violationes, which are the vieible
manifestations of prejudice, can be brought to an end by proper

and reascnable Government controls,
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TO THE CONGRESS OF THE URITED STATES:
In the State of the Unton Hoauab on Jamuary 7, 1948,
[}
St
I spoke of five ’Lﬁr goals for strengthening our democracy and

improving the welfare of our people. The firat of these gowis
is to secure tully t.ho umﬁa}, hunn righta of 5" cUPi

T a ey e b B H
’ f\“" h .\ A AR (; el \: “"“""

"‘*"3‘“ The Unit.oc% Statss was founded by men 'ﬁnd women uho tame

%o these shores that they might enjoy greater freedom and greater
opportunity than they had known before, Our Declarstion of
Independencge proclaimed to the world the Amsrican belief that all
Ban ares crested equal, and that governments are instituted to
secure the inalienable rights with which all men are Ot;dond.

The noble ideals of the founders of this Nation inspired
the peoples of all lands, and made the United States the hope of
the oppressed everywhere., Throughout our history men and women
of many colors and creeds, of many races and religlons, have come
to this country to escape tyranny or intolerable discrimination
in their homslands, Heare they found a Nation built en the promise
of liberty and equality. Here they found a warm welcams for all

who were willing to contribute to the good of the Hation.
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Through the years of our country's growth, we have
retained and strengthened our fundamental devetion to the vision
of a democratic society in which men are free and equal. We
have coms to appreciate more and more that the diversity of owr
psople is a principal sourss of our national strength, and that
this strength oan bs fully developed only when all groupe enjoy
equal opportunities.

‘ .

Today, the Amesricsn pesopls enjoy more fresdom and

oppnﬂmnthrthmncumm'bennm,»&hl4nummunﬁwdﬁbduﬁmrvrmnnunté?)>

yoars.endt-rH1Y 6Zpioyment have made poemuﬂé iiihﬁﬁfcn46;ﬁsnt4

of odwil righti by WIY-groupi-trr-the Nutboms | No nation in history

has ever of fered more hope of the ocomplate realisation of the

ideal of liberty and equality than has ours.

O SR U

We will not, howsver, finally ashieve the idsals for
which this Nation vas founded so long as any American suffers
disarimination as a result of his race, or religion, or color,
or the land of origin of his forefathers,

Unfartunately, thers still are exmmplss —w Simprant

T =xsmpies — of discrimination which are utterly contrary to
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our idesls. Not all groups of our population are fres from
the fear of vioclense, not all groupa are fres to live and work
where they please, and not all groups enjoy the full privileges of
citisanship.

We cannot bs satisfied until all our people have equal
opportunities for education, for jobs, for homes, and for political

expression, and until all our people have equal protection under

the law.

il V-SRI GRRL ¥ GO Dl Aot Tt i AR A+

One year ago I appointed a committee of fifteen dis-

tinguished Americans and asked them to appraise the condition of

our civil rights and to recommend action to Federal, state and

% local governments.

\

| ‘ The committee's a?aal has resulted in a very frank
Lo

and revealing report.

it

7 -’9 /“‘Q}'. A "‘W'Mﬁf“.""’“‘»~\»"\ DRI, g W y
its task 8o serneitly and. R Y\\*\

adserbier—that our basic human freedoms are hobtuf carad for and

LROumAte vigthunﬂa'dafauhﬂgzhurdnnnq~oﬂun-vmnn~r- But I

am sure that every American who reads this candid report will '

<
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agres that the gap between our ideals and some of our prastices

k mist be closed.

- P
B BPOTTES Sl &

47%7 ?93M§§§§2>£gggpnsibility for preserving end improving /j7
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civil rights rests upon each of us as individuals. The final

e e e A ——,

T —— e,

e St 2 A R g a0 b 0

victory for the idesls of freedom and equality muet be won in
the minds and hearts of our pesople, living teogether in mmtuel
respect and tolerance. We must each understand that the great
principle of the dignity of the individual applies equally to
all of our peopls — that the rights of one man are just as

sacred as the rights of another,

Our people mast continue to work together, through E\
voluntary organizations and through State and local governments,
to achieve a full realisation of sivil rights. In recent years
many oommmnities and States — in all parts of the country —
have developed practical, workable arrangements for achlieving

greater tolerance and brotherhood. These efforte must be punhti/’/}

forward vigorously.

; The strong will of our people for achleving true human

: sy
fresdon speaks also through the National Government.
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Through the years of our country's growth, our ocongept
of the Pederal Government's role with respeet to olvil rights has
steadily changed. The Bill of Rights in our Constitution was
drawn up to protect the citizens of the repudlic against any
possible tyranny on the part of the new Federal Government, As
the Nation grew in size and complexity, however, the Federal
Governaent became, not the snexy of %}borty as some had feared,

!(3’}.‘. - /Qm {¢.
but the protector of the rights of ‘ . Through Consti-
tutional amendmants, Federal laws, court declsions, and adminis-
trative practice, the Federal Government has become a friendly,
’ vigilant guardian of the rights of &ll Amerisans.

The Federal Government has a clear duty to see that
Constitutional guarantess of individual liberties and of equal
protestion under the laws are not denied or abridged anywhers
in ocur Unien.

4
Qur country's position in the world today makes it im-

AN

perative that we eilisilge 98- sxtend our civil rights so that by

providing all our people with the maxizum enjoyment of personal

freedoa and personal opportunity we shall be a stronger nation —
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stronger in our leadership, stronger in our moral position, stronger
in the deeper satisfactions of a united citizenry.
To achieve these ends/the Congress should enact modern,
comprehensive civil rights laws, adequate to the needs of the
hour, and demonstrating our continuing faith in the free way of
life.

I recommend specific action directed to four main

objectiveafl .

l. To strengthen the organization of the Federal

Government devoted to the protection of civil
- , %
VoL e

rights,f%uﬁ!lUd a permanent Commission on Civil

Rights, & joint COngraauional 00nm1ttee on i W
. O \ M'N (’ N ’A W‘\ Q N A i,‘ ALV\I\W»\ W

; : civil Rights, /\und a Civil Rights Division in

| the Department of Justice.

1ﬁ?ﬁr.Aw fﬁwwﬂ» Sy, ﬂ }

2. To insure equal protection undqr for~uvery
h_..

"*)‘ ‘n. . 'ida./-m"”SN- ‘»..)'\' q{; ‘\
Aperican, we-need-stromper Federal statutes

:: ’M/L“f
under which Federal officials can g

Constitutional rights.

K
P
1
4

}
)
.
i
'
|




HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

President's Commlttee
on .
Civil Rights

--?-

3. To extend the privileges of citizenship to those _
& »

¥ ¥ . {:\
et gy R 2 g s
now unfairly excluded, wi.naed sipemger laws ¥6—

protect the right to wote and to give residents
of various Federal territories and possessions
a greater voice in their own govermment.

e
. To insuse equal opportunity for every American,

; ~L 'U"Qa.r"‘.Q\.
wo-nead sdwenper legislation relating to fair
employment practicea and equal rights in inter-
state transportation.
STRENGTHENING THE GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION
As a first step, we must strengthen the organization of )
‘_) R o J
the Federal Governngnx[égaigned to enrorc;&civll righta(éggislaxiegj |
and we must create new agencies to watch over the state of our
traditional liberties.
I recommend that the Congress establish a permanent
Commission on Civil Rights. The Comnission should work with other

agencles of the Federal Government, with state and loecal govern-

ments, and with private organigations. It should review our civil

rights pqlig%es and practices, study specific problems, and aske=pusiic
f_wo { {-J\\\; L b i
reporeé;at ﬁtgulqg intervals. The CommivEION $hould-ba.attiached
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I also suggest that the Gongress estadblish a Jeint

Committee on Civil Rights. It should be the function of this
Comxittes t0 make a continuing atudy of matters relating to eivil

rights, md to consider means of improving respect for and enforce-

- A\ R ..
R A N§;& \ Q
ment of .

o \ \;x.; /%’\
These two bodiss should serwve—usthw—civii-rights—conscience
_. ol
oI Natier. “YNEY"ENOER keep us continucusly sware of the state of

cﬁxﬁllﬁhﬂﬁS}Qn'uunEhthulStuhuimmﬂknqptu eser alert to

:he enforcement
of Federal civil rights laws, I recommsnd that the Congress provide
for a Divisien of Civil Rights in the Department of Justiee, with

an Asgistant Attormey General in charge, nnd%,j?qpproyriatlnan

adequate to ensdle it to fulfill its important respomsibllities.
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The Federsl Bureau of Investigation makes mob¥=ef the
\{fﬁﬂ“&
investigations ﬁ%tﬂxil rights cases. Steps are being taken to

9

y b
4

provide ita agents with specialized training so that they may P

render noxe effective serviece in this Aifficult fleld of law

anforeenent .
INSURING BQUAL PROTESTION UNDER IAW
Stronger statutes are needed for ths Federal government

Q“ %&MAL'
to do its part of the Joba'protecting Wp@. rights guaranteed

by the Canstitution. xﬁg‘ﬁ;iﬁbliéfiocaa-nd that the Congress
amend and strengthen the existing provisimmsof Federal law which
have been used by the Department of Justice es the basis for our
present oivil rights enforcement program. In partiscular, these
statutes have besn employed to safegusrd the right to vete and
the right to ‘Pr safety and security of the parsem.
Bection 51 of Titls 18 of the United States Code now
QAEﬁ;
u&nnngt:;tc-tiﬂn.&n,citisan- in the enjoyment of rights sscured
by the Canstitution or Federal 1Rll;K This protection should be
extendsd to include any inmhabitant of the United States as well
Moot

as any c&ttaan./‘ln its present form, Heotion 51 protegts civil

rights cnly against conspiracies by two or mare persons. It
should be amended to protect against infringements by any person

or persmns acting individually as well as in conspiracy.
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Sestion 52 of Title 18 now gives general protection to the
individual against publiec officers who subject any person to a
deprivation of any Federsl right. It should be supplemented
t,o snumerate certain of t._hese rights so as to enable the Federal
Government to provide stronger protection of the individual's
personal safety and security.

Section L3 of Titls 18 now protects individuals against

e —

slavery and peonage. (?) It shoum be asended to cover additional
forms of involuntary nmﬁﬁe so that tho great purposes of the
Thirteenth Amendeént to the Constitution may bs fully realized.

Federal Protection Againat Iynehing

A aspesaific Federal measure is needed to deal with the
orime of lynehing -~ a subject on which I ocannot speak too

strongly. It is a principls of our democracy to insure every
/')

person accused of an offense against the law a fair, orderlz'\’ua

oA

L

trial in an impartial court. We have made great progress toward

e

this cnd' but I regret to say that lynching =~ ths taking of

privats vengeance upon accused psrsons — has not yet finally

dila;#pemd from our lard. So long as one person walks in fear

of lynching, shere-extmts s sertous threat to OUr ¥OULELy——

hd et Lin W eudoat, f%/.,u, :'\ {Q IUL./ a,_.i,
3 ) 8
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I call upon the Congress to strike a final blow against this
crime.

Evacuation Claims of the Japanese-Americans

During the last war more than one hundred thousand

ted from thelr homes in the Paclfic

A

Japanese-imericans were evacua
. ; ‘ :

e LR e

-

See o st SR T
of these people suffered property and business

States. ﬁhny

1

losses through no fault of their own. The Congress has before
it legislation establishing a procedure by which claima based

I

o

upon these losses can be promptly considered and settled.
fiiﬁé%fction on this legislation will soon be taken.
EXTENDING THE PRIVILEQES OF CITIZENSHIP

Citizenship is an indlispensable status for every mature
and responsible member of a democratic society. It carries with
it certain privileges and duties. FHowever, not all of our people
enjoy the full privileges of citizenship. Some of the legal
residents of the United States and its territories ané possessions
are now denied citizenship.

Some of our citizens are denied

the right to vote. Some are denied the right of self-government.

All of these inequities should be remedied.
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Prote the Right to Vote

/ 'k/‘gij :' 'L ,L,,% jﬁ‘z‘:’m
V"7 She right of all properly qualifisd citizens to vote

13 beyond gquestion. Yat the exarscise of this right is still
subject to interference. Some individuals are prevented from
voting by isclated acts of intimidation, Some whole groups
are prevented by outmeodsd polisies prevailing in certain states
or communities.

¥We need stronger statutoary protectiom of the right
to vote. I urge the Congress to enset legislation ferdbidding
interferencs by public officers or private perscns with the
right of qualified citisens to participats in primery snd genersl
elections in which Foderal offiscers are to be chosen. This
legislation should extend to state as well as Federal elections
insofar as interference with the right to vote results from
diseriminatory action by public officers based on race, colar,
or other wnreasonable classificatiom.

Rsquirements fur the payment of poll taxes also inter-
fere with the right to vote. There are still seven states which,

by their constitutions, place this barrier between their citizens

and the ballot box. The Ameriscsn psople would welpoms voluntary
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action on the part of these statas to remove this barrier.
Neverthslssa, I baslieve the Congress should initiate measures
which will insure that the right to vote shall not be con-
tingent upon ths payment of taxes.
I wish to make it clear that the aenactment of the

measures 1 have recommended will in no sense result in Federal

conduct ogéyén-a-t-!llﬁz/éloctions. They are designed to -
- M o "_'.;_‘

.

PN Q PO
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Yide Federal pfotection to qualifisd oitizens
N e

to vote. The actual sonduct of elesctions, as always, nq&iz’

B T o

resain the responsibdility of state govermnments,

Equality in Naturalization

All properly qualified legsl residents of ths United
States should be allowed to becoms citizens without regard to
race, oolor, religion or national origin. The Congress has
recently removed the bars which formerly prevented persons
from China, India snd the Philippines from becoming naturalized

\iﬁ§§isiﬁ\pitis¢ns. I urge the Congress to remove the racial

or natiopality barriers whieh still stand in the way of ocitizen-

ship for some residents of our country.
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The Status of Federal Territoriss

I am in full accord with the principle that local self-

ooy

P

government be extended fo #5 District of Columbia. In addition,
I believe that the Constitution should be amended to extend suffrage
in presidential o].eotion;s and representation in Congress to the
residents of the District,
™~
The present political status of our territories and
possesaions impairs the enjoyment of ;@’oivil rights by their
residents. I have in the past reeommended lagislation granting
statshood to Alaska and Hawail, and organio acts for Guam and
American S8amoa with a grant of W citizenship to the
people of tbgo Pacific Islands. I repeat these nMatiom.
E rh; residents of the Virgin Yslands should bs granted
an increasing measure of self-govermment and the peopls of Pusrto

Rigo should bs allowed to choose their form ¢f govermment and

their ultimate status with respsct to the United States.

J

“EXTENDING EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY — - ok
N /).J[? Ao L
. W in; the United States balieve in-fs prinoipls of
S
NN o
oqnnlmk opportunity fer—edi-men. Raoial, religious and

othsr invidious forms of discrimination deprive thsa individual
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of sn equal chance to develop and utilize his talents and to
enjoy the rewards of his effarts.

Equality of Opportunity in Employment

Pimoerintmatish in employment is a a1 0

economic life. In the teysing-years , w8 shall need to

make full uss of our Natiges skills of hend and brain. Ve

cannot afford ?9. se the energies of any man by denying him a
M:‘

-

job he 48 fitted for solely because of factors which are not
related to his talants and m‘i{w. o;j:o mgv I repent
~ ) / ~ X
’ \. 7 o

D B R e
my requeast that the Congresa pess—a FuiY IEPISYESIC PrEgtivss

7
rﬁ_ggmed on rags, color,

<

Mtw

religion or national origin. Such . should epply to employers
and %0 labor unions, trade and professional associstions, pgovernment
agenciss snd employment bureaus 1~nuotar as the polieies mnd
practices of thess organizations affect the smployment status of

mkorl>

Equality in Movemsnt across State Lines

The channels of interstate commerce must be open to sll
Anariocans on a basis of complets equality. I urge ths Congress

to enact a law prohibiting discrimination and segregation in
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interstate transportation by beth publio offigers and the

euployaos pwivate campanies.
\om
@E;ggg;ttai1ultmn District of Columbia

end t ton

in ts )

/ém.mm of Columbis Wubph should be & trus symbol of American

freedom and democracy for owr aun;puaﬂfj/:;d for the people of the
world. It is my earnest hope that the Oongress will prouptly

- j; ghn‘ﬁm citizans of the Distriot of Columbia their own local,

_‘?: . caoetivo gmnunnaut They themselves can then deal with uuaf

\w" ‘\ s. /\ e
s vﬁﬂdﬁgn&uogrogt@buain the schools and othsr publie facilities,
:\;\: ‘yf/

and‘u&ﬁ}rlaidltuuwﬂnra to places of publie ascoumodation, which

now exist for ocne~third of the Dd:trdct'a

enast & model Oivil Rights law for the lihluuﬁlthuﬂxdx\ me

e ol du e {iw/w okl e, sl

= =

wmum; 117e ‘cannot snd s L
Y Qm&yj&% 0 f& .

| ‘4* PJJ Gt aQ,uo Con Ll
ddbﬁ UZJ}/ éwtﬁv\ vw&AL& \ﬂ:&f%::?

;}F tA ( the Pansma Qanal Zone

B T N B

I have instructed the Secretary of the Army to investigate

£ 5 1SR P SR P PN

the stetus ef eivil rights in the Pansua Candl Zome with a view te
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eliminating sueh diserimination as may exist there. If legislation
is necessary, I shall make sppropriste recaommendations to the

Congress.

Discrimination in the Armed Services

During the recent war and in the years since its close
we have made musch progress toward equality of oppertwunity in

our armed services without regard to race, solor, and religion
]
S {Zzziﬁammm.
ow'nttiuun.orighnx I!lunn‘ruﬂit anmmnqgi?ﬁﬂﬂnr1mo Secretary
do Ldr v de vt e
of Defense ihsL,Juuan.ard-uurqﬂihaqp4hunl|uuu:nq-tha:nuudming

qi Baat
R W e
edements of discrimination in the armed services ugp@uﬁan;olini—

nated as rapidly as possible. The persomnel policles and practices

of all ths services in this regard will be made
KEED FOR ACTION BY THE STATES
There is mach that the States can properly and appropriately

do to protect civil rights, both to supplement Federal safeguards

&a]dzt%a wmmummm

lack of Censtl 1onal pauur Iuﬁﬂﬁiiiiﬁir lddrslmhug
Sht fos b fw% AL el ngr gu,u - sapieAA
a 1g§zorﬂt3‘t?§ Governor of each of ouwr 8tates respoctfully tnviting
¢@£:1— u
to give consideration to the many possibilitiss for State action
= :

/
t0o make our ciwil‘rdqgfa more seows snd to recommend to his

.

legislature -uch.a'U'-nanur;;\t' he deens wise and necsssary.
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_CONCLUSION
The position of the United States in the world today
makes especially urgent these measures to sscure for all cur

psople thelr essential rights.

{’p
~ United States is endeavoring to build a world family
///////
of nations -~ a world men may live under governments of

L~

their own choosing and under lawp of their msking. We sre

un&dng:hloaqnny1gjhéﬁherrmth»m wmashan;:;::;;IRiibn

L

enduring ydé peace but who beliave that, above all else, men

e
mwﬂfboikno.

Our efforts to promote peace and to presarve edonm

end complete disregard for fesgit) freedon is traglioslly apparent.

[,

i ' -

fThotoﬂuﬂdnnlﬂnnrmggzegubhdx ~

1

pg %o ens1ave Ellltons of

gepooracies of
P

f'v . o’ ’ [ “ 0 .
thcwmrﬁlf'tor'ﬁMﬂlone#ﬁ!lLﬁatQ&slhﬁvt ivs freedom, the rest

'4
grow weaker,

and tyranny and slavery.
\’v

A
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b)légveﬁg!mt 2ll men are created equal and that they

SN ALy
have the right m:jus éﬁ%%er-’ia&; |

We belie t a)l men are en led}ﬁ?h

9\»}&&3 '3obs, for amﬁm, Yor m, a{:ﬁi fol\‘)éttod health. ;'\‘

A3 '
d'\ aad SN M “4 A ‘\J"-&?\i\/\ oo
usurper, of the rights of tie peopl

A

’ m.mm&a me

\
2
of mu-dmmxumaya r,'
. M OYPV N ,;}
| These are the ¢ivil rights which totaldf countries
SNy

. o~
\A&nl;}«m \fﬂJJV N LX} |
deny their peepls.

-

¥ie know that our democracy is not perfect. But we do know
that it offers a fuller, freer, happler life to0 our people than

any totalitarian nation has ever offered.

wish to inspire the peoples of the world whose

freedom is in jeopardy, if to those who

have already lost their civil “qgrrect those

remaining imper i | We must prove
—

-
-

Mﬁ practice of democracy lives up to its promise.
" We can make ourg as nearly a perfect a soclety as the

world has known. We know the way. -We need only the will,
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6th draflt,

T OTHE CoROnEND OF THE OHITHD CTATVS e

In the State of the Unian Heseage on Jemwry 7, 194d,
1 spoke of five grest goals lor strengthening o democracy and
improving the welfare of our people., The firel of thess is io |
socure fully the essenrtial hewaan rights of citd.m) I am
now presanting to the Congrves my recosmetdations for legislation
to esxxry ug formeard toward that goel,

This Hatien was founded by men and wmen who sought
these shores that they might enjoy greater fresdom and greoter
opportunity then they hed known befors, They cesw to escape
oppreasion &yl to found a oocisty In the desp conrviction that men
are erentod squal and that the hizhest purposo of Oovermpent io to

| I /

pacure the rights with which ell =men age inalionebly endowed, In

mzmumwmmﬁmmamt!ﬁmummwmumm
Stam,(t.hay eloquently scgressed the aspirations of all aeniind
for equality end freodom,
Theso smericen ideals inmpired the peoples of other
lands, and made the United States the hops of the oppressed everye

whare, Throughout owr history men and weasn of all colore and

et B d A A Bttt e A b o 4o s Pl

crocds, of xll races and religlons, lave come to this country to

i
)
¢

L
‘
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escape tyranny and diserimination. Tjh'ong tlmyhaw

CJ Conpe - NS ’ /ﬁ, N

i
helped build this demceratic Hetion "-WW

N

of: .} h-n-rw'u.h those who proceded

thes, they heve helped to fashion the smerican creed,

-

vie neliove thet all men ars aroated equnl ang that
they have the right to equel juztice under luw,

#e baliove thet 11 ron have the right % {resdion
of thonht and of expression and to worsiip ffﬁl as they v’

pPleisa,

% belisve thet all mom are entitled to equal oppor-

tunities for orucaution, for Jobs, for homes, and for geed—haslth,

Ye balieve that ;overmamt zhould be & protector,

not & wurpar, of the rights of the people:

Thase thinge-da-shich-we.wliews are the basic

oivil rizhts which are the gource and the support of our

Ao CIHY s

!l

4

s
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Through the years of owr country’s jrowth, we have
rotained and strengthened cur hmdsmenta]l dévotion to the vision
of & dewcratic soclely. in which ren sre.fpee and -ecual, Wo
have--eeme- bo-appreviate wOre urid Myre That the WIVEraLLY of ouwr

J‘
i

this strength gan. be. HOLF developed-enly when-all-$20ups enjoy

» s PSS TIPS i 1T i e
1ot e -

P ok
oppordunitics.

Today, the Ameriocan peopls enjey more freedom and

blin  Gun (s
opportunity than ever before. Ne-mwbken-1n story has dver

ow nare hope of the complete realismation of the ideal of
liberty and sguality Lhs-immsemyrsy

Ve will not, howaver, finally achieve tne ideals for
which this Naution was Jounded so long as any American gullers
disorimination as a result of his race, or religion, or ecolor,
or the land of origin of his forefathers,

Unfortunately, there still are examples -— flagrant
sxmples — of discimination which are utterly contrary to

our ideals. BHot all groups of our population are free {rom

the fear cf vialence., Hot all groups are free 0 live and work

where they pleass or to i=zprove their conditlons of life by their
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orn elforts. Xot all groups enlo, tho full privilsges of
citizenshi p «n. participation in the [overmment under which they
live,

¥e cannot be satisfied untdl all owr people have equal
oppartunities for eduoation, for jJobs, for homes, and for pelitical
expression, and until all our people have eqal protection under
the law,

One year afo I appeinted a comed ttee of fifteen dis-
tinpuished dmericang and asked them to appraise the condition of
our civil rights ani to recommen action to Federal, state and
Jocal jovermenta.

Tho committese’s appraisal has resulted in & frank and
rovealing report. Tha Cepesi-ef-he-tommtttee enphasises bhat
our basic human freodoms are well cared for amd vigilantly defonded.

G et m e A S SUUAF TR VLN |
But it also mnekes clear b/

st aa %‘h{y%\~\vrﬁwmi N v Lz ool

rights viclations, I & _fhis

BEr 1830 $5Co A 040

\\\:FQgg&dam&&amnhnm&tAN»annammh“N ///“/W

The tasic responsibility for preserving and improving

civil rights rests upon cach of us as individuals, The final
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victory for ths ideals oéléraedﬂm and equality must be won in
the minds and hearts of our people, living togetber in mubual
respect ardi tolerance. ¥e must each understanc that the great
prinaiple of the dignily of the individual applies eqally to
all of ocur people. The rights of every man are fully as
seored as the rights of every other. In retwn for eaxch right
that & man anjoys, he oves respeat for the equal enjoyment of
e same right by his neighbor,

Our people must oontimie to work together, through
voluntary organizations and tiwrough State and loeal govermments,
to achieve a full realizaticn of oivil rights. In recent ycars
rany communities and Stales — in all parts of the country -
have developed practlical , workable arrangements for achisving
greatar tolsrunce and brothernood, These efforts wust be
pushed forward vigorously,

The stiron;; will of our people for achieving true

hman froedon spea s also through the Federal Covermaent,
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Ths Federal Governmsnt has & olear duty to see that
Constitutional guarantees of individual liherties and of equal
protegtion under the lsws aye not denied or abridged anywhere
in our Unlon. That duty is shared by all thres branches of the /

Govermment, but it cam be fulfilled enly 4if the Congress enacts

adequate and modern civil rights legislation. /

A i Abmg EHRMIMR LY ew el

18 ﬂdﬁ 2% e adigR® _ fpe. counens mana GML&PﬁMﬁnJﬂ
lma-,nndduanatnuumeunumumuhthem.uyot \

1ife,
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Nany of the steps which should be taken involve !
; cagﬂ@;xmmbhmm which cannot be speedily solved, Dbut we
% ghould go forward imedistely with the broadest possible
;_ civil rights program. Ferdumately ihe longreoas has
already given extensive atudyfto a mmber of -the proposals
which‘shoﬁla’céhétlthxc a part of this ﬁr@gé&a; The
rxecutive hranch of the Goverrmant has developed concrete

and specific proposals which can serve as a basis for

1 recomnend, therefore, tiat the Congress enact

legislation at this segsion directed towurd the following

specific objectdves,

1. ¥stablishing a permanent Commission on Civil

Rights, & joint Comgressional Committee on Civil

Rights, and a Civil Rights Division in the

Department of Justice.

2. Strengthening existing civil rights statates.

3. Providing Federal protsction against lynching.

L. Protecting more adeguately the right to vote.

et o i §
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,} S. Providing home-ruls and national suffrages for

the residants of the Uistrioct of UColumbla.

(71') 6. Providing Statehood for Hewail and Alasia and a
groater wsasure of self-government for our island
possasziong.

7. Establishing s Fair Employment Practibe Commission
%o prevent unfair disarimination in employment.

{0 8, Settling the evacuatim claims of Jepansse-Americans.

GI 2. Equalixing the opportunities for residents of the

United States to beooms nationalised eitizens.

S (,. 10. Prohibiting diserizination in intarstate-transportation.
; Sixengthening Ihe Sovernment Orsanisation
As a first step, we must strengthen the organisation of
the Federal Ueverrmant in order to snforoe civil rights legislation
more sdequately and to watch over the state of our traditional

liberties.

PR S S St btk e o e oo+ T

I recommend that the Congress establish a permsnent
Comxission on Civil Rights. fThe Commission should continuously
review cwr civil rights policies and prectioces, study specific problens,
‘" and males reports and recommendations to the President at frequent
intervals. It should work with other agenciss of the Federal

3 | Covernment, with state and looal govermments, and with private

Wﬁmi
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I slso supgest that the Congress establish a Joint

Committee on Civil %pghis. This Committee should meke a

continuing study &Amcwm relating to civil rights, mmd

.
-

4 cansidr;i;meanu of improving r-saspect for and enforcement

of those rights.

These two bodica togetler should keen all of us
(« [y

continuously aware of e stmte-of civil liverties in the United

v

x {i‘
N @ Y
ttates arnd keep us alert to oprortunities to improve ﬁ ot

To previde for better enfrrcement of Pedersl civil
rizhts laws, there will be oatablished a iivision of Civil
rights in the Department of Justice. I recommend that the
Congress provide for an additional Assistant Attorney feneral
to supervise this Idvision,
The Federal Bureau of Investigation makes the inves~
tigations in Federal civil rights cases. Steps are being taken
1o provide ite apents with specialiszed training so that they o
nay render more effective service in this difficult field of

law enforcement.

Strengthening ixisting Civil Rights Statutes
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I recovossad 5000 Wi Compemean mend Bno svren Lien ths
axisting provici Go o Fodesald Lav vhich safzoieml ths izbt %0
vote cnd the right € refebvang senudity of $ne person. These
maviol one coer vk banle fo our pressnt oivil ol tive enforce~
TEAT O cuil.

Cemation 51 oof Title YE of the Unitsd Stoutap Code. hlak

i3,

i3
A
oy
Y
<3
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’A
AY
4
£
e
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P
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e
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ot

1rens I e endovoont of ri o hte seouTad

By ke Commtliution or Fedsrel luwn, nasds 4o b stresgihened

iz Vo roreevs. In 4o prosent fome, Whis endtlon prouooss

corsons osly 1T they nve eltlzenir, ond it effowds protection only

speinst congpivesier Wy 0 or uore porsons. This protacstion

zhowld b extendod 0 o1l dnbeauidente Of the United Siutes,

“hester or noi they wre elvivens, and should be efforded spainst

tafrivgeemt Wy verpens acting individuslly g2 vell pe 0 oan-

splraoy.

Spevion 52 oF I4tle 18 of the United S%etos Code, which

now gdver Joversl protectien to individusls sgelret tho deprdvee-

tior of Podevally-ssaurad riglits by public offlogrs, hasr proven

10 be inedequite in sous oages beceuss of the genarality of 1t

3

RIET P E STEPIS WE I WONEAFDEIPSOUS SPIPP PO DTS DL

longuaga. & Bpsolifis saumerstion of the prineipsl rights proe

tocted wder thiz section 1o neaded €0 moke mora dofinlte :nd

1 onrtain ths proteotion hish the acetion effords.
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A specific Federal mnasure is needsd to deal with the
arime of lynching = & subject on which I camnot speak too strongly.
I% is 2 principle of our dunocracy;written into our Constitution,
that every person accusod of an offense against the law shall have
a falr, orderly trial in en impartial oocurt. We have made great
progress toward this end, but I regret to say that lymching — the
taking of private vengeance upon accused persons — has not yst
finally disapp:sred from our land, So long as ons person walks
in fear of lynching, we shall not heve achiewed equal Justice
wyler law. I oall uwpon the Congress to take decisive aection
against this cxrime.

Exvtesting he hight to Vota

Undar the Constitution, the right of all properly
qualifisd citizens %o vote 1s deyond question., Yst ths exercise
of tids right is 3till subjeot %o interference. Some individuals |
are prevented from voting by isslated acts of intimidation, Some
whole groups are prevemted by outmoded policiss prevailing in
certain states or commnities.

Ve need strongsr stetutory protection of the right

to vote. 1 urge the Congress to enact legialation forbidding
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interference b public officers or priveate persons with the
right of qualifisd citimens to participate in primary and reneral
elections in which Federal officers are to be chosen. This

- t.‘-,.';» T
) RIS .
. 3

legislation should extend to_ztais s mell-ae—kederel electidhs A R

<
P

insofar as interference with the right to vote rcsults from
diseriminatory sction by public officers based on race, celor,
or other unreascnable classification.

Requirementis for the rayment of poll taxes also inter-
fere with the right to wte., There are s2till seven states which,
by their constitutions, place this barrier detween their ecitizens
and the ballot box. The American people would welcome woluntary
action on the part of these states Lo remove this barrier.

Kevertheless, ] believe the Congress should initiate measures
* C ot 'm

which will insure that the right to vntelzhall not be con~
tingent upon the payment of taxes.

I wigh to make it clear that the enactment of the
measures I have recommended will in no sense result in Pederal
conduct of electiona. They are designed to give qualifiéd
citizena Federal protcction of their right to wvote. The actual

conduet of elections, as always, will remain the responsibility

of stats governmente.
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I am in full accord with the prineiple of local

self~government for residents of the District of Columbia.
In addition, I believe that the Constitution should be
amended tc extend suffrage in presidential electicns and
representation in Congress to the residents of the District.
The District of Columbia should be a trus syabol of
Anerican freedom and democracy for cur own peopls, and for
the people of the world. It is my earnesi hope that the
Congrese will promptly give the citizens of the Distriet

of Columbia their own lecal, elective government. They
themselves can then deal with the inequalities arising

from segregation in the schools and other public facilities,

and from raciel barriers to places of public accommodation

which now exist for one-third of the Diatricits population.
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, Here, at the very hsari of our mstiomal life, Coow
poal Dy had e T faan ke

p the present inequities in esnuﬂdal.aefvimusamt primarily
q,.ﬂ

& probleam for the Uistrict ltself, but they are also of

i

h‘]s Ck\"&&
t oo to the Nation. o i

in the near future, the Congress shounld enact a model

01\'11 W Law for ths ﬁaﬁonig mpim. ’/:

The presont polikunu.-ia&us'ar¢nu'tcrrthndnt
and posgsessions impaire the enjoyment of oivil rights by
their residsnts. I have in the past recommendsd legislation

granting statehood to Alagks and Hewail, and organic acte for
-

Guan 4nd American Seamoe with a grant of citizenship bo the

people of thess Pacific Islands, I repeat these recomasndations.

Parthermore, the residents of the Virgin Islands
should be granted an increasing msasure of self-government,
and the psopls of Puerto Ricv should be allowed % choose

their form of pgovernmsnt and their ultimate status with

respect to the miled 3iates.
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de in the Ypifed Stoler balieve that wll men cre

L e Py
Al A L

smtittat to squnlivy of op ortunity. Ueclnl, wellgious snd
gunar Lovtdoue Jomiz of dleerimineiisas deprive the individiual
of on syl chanse to gevelon end wiiiize Lis talente end 0
apjoy wbr rewerls of hip efforta.

Onee o Ioropast my o usst thet the Coagress
anact Pale Idnlovnent Practice leglsletion prohibiding dige
ertudnutl ot 4n esloyuent besed on vace, coler, »-iigion or
notional orizin. ke ilsclelation should oraste o Palr Buploy-
neat Proctice Damsiseion »ith suthority wo prevent diserindne-
tion by emplovers pud labor unlions, trede sac profasclonsl
zesociotions wvnd govermuent sgoneies and amploymemt Suresud.

Byecuation Clolns of the Jeponsse-imericens

Surdn: the legt s nore thexn one hundred thoussnd
Jepenapmeinuri 000 e ovEcuetad Proe vhelr hotes 1n the

Trotfle Stesas 20lely becalue of thelr reelrdl oplgla, Kany
‘ T i ]
(::‘-\ P WA 4_.‘ ili“'t ;5:!; U STGN- \;\
Y I
of thsse people suffeved propersy amd businen: lveses Ai.h’m'ngh

no fewit of their ewmr, The Jongrues bes bufore it leyisletion

eatrhlishine ¢ procecure by shich eleims besed upon thsso logsre

asn be prompély considersd and settled, I trush thet favorable

setion on this legislistion will ¢oon Yo tekel,
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Eegwrdity An Ssuralivatiou

231 peonerly guslified lagsl rosidenis ol the
L0t ed Stutes sheuld be allowed o Lecosg citlzens without
regsrd Lo waoe, colorerelision or os-d el origin.  The
LONgresy Nes recantly removec We vars wilch formerly sree

vartbe - oersons feen s hdne, Tadle end the Philipoines frowm

pocomilyg nebwrelised cltizens, 7 urge the Lon,rese o
PPN
reimove bhe ensiol or netleality barriere whioh sk stanc
A

in the way of cltizanshin for zoma pegldeants of our country,.

The chammnels of interstate comemrce should be onen

to all smericens on 4 basig of comnlate squality. The Suorens

“ourt has recently declared uncongtitutional State laws re.ulr-

in; segregation on publie carriers in intercstats travel,

= Cospaay regulstions munt not be allowed o replace uncone

|

: stitutional State lavw, [ uroe the Congrems Lo prohlbit

: dlacrininstion and segrepation in interstats transportatinn

: by both public officers and the employses of private counsnies,
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The legislation I have' cmmended 1s & mintxwm
program if we are to close the gap between our ideals and
some of ocur practices. It is aryanlly neceded to strengthen
our demogracy at home and our leadership nbroad.(knnder
the autherity of existing law, the &amubvusbrnnﬂi'i =

\‘\,\N "“ﬁ 5"’ ["'J‘; i\ }d“( O’\[‘!i “'(‘\. ‘«.&\ih

take every poasiblb action to eliminate dinerininution
A

in Federal employment,{%é the armed forces, aﬁﬂ in the

\\ " v
N —

provisicn of Federal sarvicoagwwmmznhg‘j )
I nhdraéfmuo“an Executive ordor codifying the
Federsl policy of nom-disorimination in Pederal employwent
o m B e O Fﬂ {ﬁ—u M’W’“""’\ ‘
4jfmjwmwi&hu;rcrﬁ$pmnn1ahaunﬂumouun.mum&mnia
. -
During the recent war and in the yesrs aince its
close we have made much progress toward equality of oppor-
tunity in cur armed services without regard tc race, cclor,
and religion or nationsal origin. I have instructed the
secretary of Defanss to take steps to have the remaining

instances of diserimination in the armed services elimi-

nated as rapidly as possible. The personnel policies and

L practices of all the services in this regard will be made

consistent.
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1 bave instructed the Searstary of the Army to
investigate the status of civil rights in the Panams Canal
Zore with s view to elinimsting suoh dserimination as may
exist there. If legislation is mecessary, 1 ahall make
appropriate recommendations to the Congress.

In addition to aetion by the Pederel Govermment,
thare {» much that the States can properly and appropristely
do to protect aivil rights, both to supplement Federal safo-
guards and to act in avess where the Fedsral Government is
excluded for lack of Constitutional power. For exampls, o
the President's Committse on Civil Rights recomssnded the
adoption by the States of fair heslth practics scts and
faiy educational preagtive aots, the snactment of eivil
rights oodes by thoss Stites wiieh do not already have them

and ths creation of State Commisnions on 8ivil rights.
The position of tiw United States in the world

today miles espscinlly wrgmnt these msasures to escurs for

all our people their assantial righta.
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I have instructed the Searstary of the Army to
investigate the status of oivil rights in the Panxma Canal
Zons with a view {0 eliamimating suoh degrimination as mey
exist there. If legislation is nsocessary, 1 shall sake
appropriate recommendations o0 the Cengress.

In addition %o section by the Federel Govermment,
there i» much that the States can proparly and sppropristely
do to protect eivil righta, both to supplement Federsl safe-
guards and to act in cxess whore the Federal Government ias
excluded for lack of Constitutional power., For sxample,
the President's Commistee on Civil Rights recommended the
adoption by the States of fair heslth practios asts and
faly educationsl practive aota, the snactmant of elivil
rights oodas by thoss States whiech & not alresdy have them

and the ereation of State Commissions on 0ivil rights.
The position of the United States in the world

todey mulces espescizlly wrgent thess msesures to sscurs for

all our pecples their essential rights.
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The United States is endeavoring to duild a worid
fazily of nations —— a world where men may live under govern-
nents of their own choosing and under laws of their own

LA
making. We are working in company with other nations who o ht’“
R
.

wring oL L
share our desire for end world peace !

that, above all else, mon must be frse.
The Coumission on Human Rights of the United

Hations is presently engaged in preparing an internaticnal

bi1l of human rights by which the natdons of the world may

bind themselves to—egeirodher by international convenant

: to give effect ®© basiec buman rights and fundamental freedoms.
.&5 yd S g ,,; L eer - “
’ﬂ /, ‘ :«‘ . - -.‘ . ‘ \ . - | \A}(‘}

in this wmdertaking designed

! i
\ }
“} %o create an  order of law and justice fully protective of '/
Y L
i “the rights and the dignity of the individual. {we t :
i~aghieve at home thab complete degres of respixt for the \“"\ ]
righ by widch we maasure the difference between ;
nkt.iona strive for peace and tice and liberty -~ f\
) ‘ N
and’ those who strife and tyranny md‘u%lm'y. %
: g
L N 1
A N SR AP it LY wi
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e know tlot osur demoersay is not perfact. But we

do kvw thod it oifers ¢ fuller, fresr, heppier Mifs to owe
piople than wny totolidtiri:an petlon bee over ofTered.

If we wish Yo inepive the peoples of tha werld
vhuse Traedon 13 i Jeopsrdy, 1Y we wleh b0 restorv hope W
thope who heve zlmaly lo2t thair eivil libertles, we nust

corTrocy trhose remeining fwpsrfections whioh ternish our

rooord, Ve muat prove thed the vruoiice of demcaraecy lives

wp to iva prorlibae

/ Ye onn make ours & neerly & perfest ¢ s0dieoty s

the world hes kmown. YWe knov the wey. %We need only the

will, /
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: ) ' COOUMIIN TTATIS:
n the Dtave of the Uulon Message on Japwwry 7, Libd,
Doupolee 07 Mve srent onls Ure atrengthening cur democrucy and

ioprovin. Yhe welfare of owr people. The fdrst of these is to

X

¥ P S s ety
secure rull: %&h esscnbial hunan riahtsk9£r9n2~eiﬁézdns. I an

now Trescntin to the Jougress ) rcecamsendaticns for legislation
to carry us forward toward thot gcal.

Ihis Mation was founded by men uand women who saught
t:ege shores that they misht enjey greater fresdom ind . reater
opuortunit, than thgy had knowy before, ‘the founders of the United
Shotes proclactod W the world the America. belief that all ren
we croated ezl, and Lat covernments are instituted to securs
the tnaiienable righits with wiich all men are endowed. TIn the
Leclaration of jadepundonce and the Constitution of the United
ftates, they clomently expressed the aspirations of all rankind

for swueliny ana recdom,

aa

these idewls laspired the peoples of other lands, and
Lneir practical fulfillpeat nade the United States the hepe of

the oppressec everywhsre. Uhreughout our history men anc women

of all colors and creeds, of all races and reli--ions, have cone
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oo Lids oountrs Yo escape Lyramy andﬁdisarindmtion. Hillions
stron, , the: nave nelped buila tiils desocratic Nation and nave
TS
/\_ﬁ_ﬂ.}“gn"
consvmtl;"g.cmzx{_@ our devoticn to the great ideals of liberty
s entAality. o2t bhiose who preceded t%},d they have helped
Nope
A\ W ¥
. A
Lo fashion cnd strenpthen & Anericarn
we believe thal 81l men are crected equal ana that

Lher have the right to egual Justice under law,

we believe that ali men have the right to freedom
Y e

i AR

of thousi: bt and of expression andﬁto worship as they please.
We believe that all men are entitled to equal omor—
tunities lor jobs, {or homes, for ood health and for education.
e balleve that government shoula §§%ﬁ,protect¥fL
!
not ;?usurpﬁé, g& the rights of the people.
These are the basic clvil rights which are the source

«na the support of our democracy.
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Today, the smericsn people onjoy more freadon and
epportunity than ever bufore. Hover in our hi:s‘tw‘nas therao
veen ror hope of Yhe ooy leve roslization of the idsals of
liberty snd equaliiy,

ve will not, however, Yinally achicve the ideals {ov
sriel Lhta hation wma fowndsd so lon: a9 any Americun suffers ‘L
discrimination ze a resull o Wis race, or religlon, or color,

e

or wiw land of ori;in oy hils Torelathors,

Unfortinately, thers atill are oxarples - {lagrant
v )

exaryles -~ of discrimination which are utterly contrary to

our ideals, liot all proups of our populetion are iree from.

the feur of violence. lol all groups are free to live and work
g : whore they plesse or to improve their conditions of life by their

own elfforts, Not all eroups enjoy the full privileces of

citizens. ip and participetion in the sovernment under which they

live,

f ’ we cannot be gatisfied until sll our people have aqual
: -

} 4’ el l‘( L ‘,! T '

1

j . sl 3 ol h
: opportunities for cducution, for jJobs, for homesy and for politlcal
/
R expression, ami until all our people have eyual protection under
; the law,
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One year ago . appointed a committee of fifteen dis~
tinguishsed Americans and asked them to appralse %he condition of
} ({/
our civil rights and to recommend action ﬁ Federal, state and

locnl rovermmenta,

'he committee'ir?ppraisal has resultsed in a {rank and

#‘ v {;‘j
revealing report, 34 enphaslizes tnat our vasic human.ireedoms
Feed : . B bl
F e : C.. ~ N *
\J‘)_,w W \iN o \{ \
are cared for snd viglilantly delsnded, But 1t elso makes
A
k. at

clear/there is a serious gap betwoeen our ideals and some of our

practices, This gap must be closed,
Hre—nap will take the strong efforts of each
) .m\ |
of us individually, and all of us-togethér achingjﬁﬁrough

S ™!

At
voluntary organiszations anqngavernmanmb

TN 1
tvidual% we muatig;;p&y-querstunqyunt earnestly. .
‘ g ; ,w»"'““ﬁw\uwr“ cl

y o %
%'*-r.u—'""“‘r ‘o' X

fhrough our communities and states - in all parts of
the country = we musi continue %o develop practical, workable
arrangements for achleving greater tolerance and brotherhood,

"he Federal Uovernment has a clear duty to see that
Constitutional ;uarantees of individual liberties and o7 equal

protection under the laws are not denied or abridged snywhere
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in our Union, That duty is sharcd by all three branchee of the

Government, bui it can be fulfilled only if the Congress enacts

modern, comprshensive civil rights laws, adequate to the needs
T

of the % Qxd denongtrating ocur condinuing faith in the {ree

way of life,

Some of the steps which should be taken invclve corplex
legimlative problems wiich cannot be speedily solved, But we
sliould o forwerd immediately with the broadest possible
c¢ivil rights progran,

I recommond, thercfore, thel the longress enact
legislaiion at this session directed toward the following
gpocific objoctives:

1, Establishin: a permanent Commission on Civil

Eights, » gbint Congressional Comzittes on Civil
Rizhta, and & Clvil iights Diviston in the
Department of Justice,

2, Strengthenng existing eivil rights statutes,

3. Providing Federsl protection against lynching,

L, Protecting more adequately the right to vote,
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S staviluhiing = Fair tmployment Practice Commission

to prevent unfair discrinination in esmployment.

6. iretibiling diserimination in interst:ste»‘trans* Ttation,
Las {: —T‘ﬁ“;.’“{%‘a,ﬁ.v}é‘ SR 3T IR

7. FProviding home-rule and nehderrsl suf%fnge* for the

pros

residents of the District of Columbia,

g, roviding statenood for Hawall and Alaska and a

groater measure of self-goverrment for our island

posgessians,

Yo wowalizing the opportunities forresidents of the

United States to becoms naturaliged cltizens.

10. settling the evacuation claims of Japanese-Americans,

strengthiening tiic Covernment Crcanization

As a first step, we must strengthen the organization of

the Faderal Covernment in order toc enforce civil rights legislation

more adequately and to watch over the state of our traditional
liberties.

I recomuend tha} the Congreps establish a permanent Com-
N P sy

{
3
b}

] LPTOR N Os PURR QT IN
i miseion on Civil Ri‘&t%. The Commission should continuously review

SEUTVRTUSRUUIE SPURp

our civil rights policles and practices, study specific problems,
e and nake weperdlo a-rocomnendations to the President at frequent

intervals. Tt aiiould work with other agencles of the Federal Covern-

ment, with state and local :overnments, and with private organizations,
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I also suzgest that the Congress establish a Joint LA
N

“ganittes on Civil Highte. ‘Ghis Copmittes should meke a

continuing study of legislative matters relating to civil rights and
should consider ncans of lmproving respect for and enforcement of

those rightas,

These &io bodles together should kesp all of us
- ‘#‘
! T,

ot

! "\c/J )
% ’2‘;%

18N NN ¢
sbates and keep us alert to opportunities to improve % Mt

To provide for better enfurcement of Federal civil
rights laws, there will be established a Ivision of Civil

dyhts in the Departauent of Justice. I recommsnd that the

Congress provide for an additional Assistant Attorney General

to supervlise this Division,

I reecamnsnd that the Congress amsnd and strengthen the

existing provisions of Federal law which safepuard the right to ﬁ

i Ay 5 23 o
0v§a WG

vote and the right to safety and security of BQ person., ese
" A

srovisions are the basis for our present civil rights enforce-

rent progrem,

Section 51 of Title 12 of the United States Code, which

now ¢ivas protection to citizens in the enjoyment of rights secured
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g

by the Constitution or Federal laws, needs to be strengthened

in two respecis. 16 its present form, thie ssctior protects
persons only 1L Loy wrs citizsns, and 1t affords protasction only
againgt congpiracies by two or wore psrsons, This mrobteciion
showid be exvended Lo all inhabitunts of the United ftates,
whetiter or not they are citizens, and should ve afforded against
infringement by persons acting individually as well ag in con-
spirscy.

Section 52 of Title 18 of the United Stetes Code, which
now glives general protection to individuals against the depriva-~
tion of Federally-ssecured righte by public officers, has proven
to be inadsquate in some cases becuuse of the generality ol its
language, A specific snumeration of the principal rights pro-
tected under this section is needed to mako mors definite and
certain tne protection which the section affords.

L

Federal Urotection aAgsinst Lynching.

A speclfic Fader:i;{fﬁf?ra is needed to deal with the
0= .
crive of lynching — a.sﬁ%;aa:—an.which I cannot apeesk too strongly.

It is a principle of our democracy written into our Constitution,

that every person accused of an offense against the law shall have

& fair, orderly trisl in an impartial court. Ve have made great
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.
Propress Lowsl thds ead, Wt 1 regret Lo say thoet lynchdng MW

M&h&s not yet,

Clnslly dseppecred [rom owr Lendes S0 long s o person walks

in fear of lynching, we shall not nave achleved equal justice
sader law, 1 call upen the Congress Lo tuke decislve sction
L

ageinst this crime,

vrote@ting the Right to Vote

Unaer the Constitution, the right of 11 propsrly

quslified citizens to vote is beyond cuestion. Tet the exercise

of this right is still subject to interference, Come individails

5 are prevented {rom vobing by isoluted acts of intimidution, Jome

' whole groups :sre prevented by outmoded policies prevalling in

certuin states or communities,

vie noed strongey statutory protection of the right

to vote, L urge the Congruss to enact leglslation forbidding

interference vy public officers or private persons with the

e e
1 right .Of qualified citizens Lo partieipete in primux;%nnd general
eloctions in which Fadersel officers are to be chosen, This
legislation should extend to elections for state us well zs Federcl
officers insofar as inmterference with the right to vote results froc

4 discriminstory action by public officers based on ruce, color,

or other uareasonable edwewiileitlioo. q»* 4{‘11.[) {““
i

!
\
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Requiremsnts for the payment of pell taxss also inter-
fere with the right to vote. There are still seven states which,
by their constitutions, plage this barrier betwaen their ecitisens
and the ballot box. The American peopls would walcome voluntary
astion on the part of these states tc remove this barrier.
Nevertheless, I believe the Congress should initiate nsasures
which wdll insure that the right to vote in elections for Federal
officers shall not be contingent upon the payment of taxes.

I wish te make it clear that the snactasnt of tka
measures I have recommended will in no senss result in FPederal
conduct of elections. They are designed to give qualified
eitisans Federal protsction of their right to vote. The astual
conduct of elections, &8 always, will remain the responsibility
of state governments.

Fair Baployment Practige Cosmission

We in the United States believe that all men are
entitled to equality of opportunity. Rasial, religious and
other invidicus forms of discoriamination deprive the individual

of an equal chance to develop and utilime his talents and to

enjoy the rewards of his efforts.
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Cnee more I repeat ny reiuest that the Congress
anact feir employment practice legisluation pronibiting dis-
crimination in employment based on race, color, religion or
national origin. Tre lepislation should creste a Falr tmploy-
sent  Tactice Cormilssion with authority to prevent discrimina~
tion by employers and labor unions, trade and professional
asscciations and rovernment sgencies and amployment buresus,
he derree of effectivenzss which the war~time Fair Umployment
"ractice Committee attained shows that it 1s possible to ecualize
Jjob opportunity by government action and thus eliminate the in-

fluence of prejudice in employment,

toualdty in dHovement Across state Lines

The channels of interstate commerce should be open
to &1l Americans cn & busls of complete eruality. The Supreme
Court has recently declared unconstituticnal state laws requir-
ing segregation on public earriers in interstate travel. Company
resulations sust not ve allowed to replace u;constitutional state

laws. 1 urge the Congress to prohibit discrimination snd segre-

IR RS
:) .
gatian in interstate transportatfon‘by both public officers and
A

the employees of private compasnies.
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The District of Columbia

I am in full accerd with the principle of local

self-governasnt for residents of the Distriet of Columbia.

In addition, I believe that the Comstitution should be

amended to extend suffrage in presidential elections and

reppasshtabian—tn-Gongiues- to the residents of the Distriet.

The Distriet of Columbia shculd be a true symbol of

American freedom and demoecrsecy for our own people, and for

the people of the world. It is my earnest hope that the

Congress will promptly give the citimens of the Distrist

‘ of Columbia their own local, elestive goverament. They

themsalves can then deal with the inequalities arising

from segregation in the schools and other public facilitias,

P U

and from racisl barriers to plases of public accommodation

[ETSPEN.

which now exist for one-third of the District's population.
Here, at the very heart of our national 1life, eivil
rights should be\%ftter cared Ior;} The present imequalities in
essential services are primarily a problem for the District
itself, but they are alse of great concern to the whole Nation.
1Pmuung:huua.ooznundwoumkhuxin'uu;nuu-tmhum,'uquNupn-u

3 ey, .

should enact a medel eoivil rights law for the Hation's Capital.

— L
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Cur Territories and i‘vssezsiong /

their residents,

The nresent political status of our f!prr’}.toriezs

and possessions impaira the enjoyment of civil rights by

. have in the past recommended legislation
granting statelioos to ilaska and Nawaii, and organic acts for

Suam and smarican samoa including a prant of citizenship to

the people of these acific Islands. I repest thesse recom-

rendations,

Fathersore, the resldents of the Virgin lslands

should be granted an increasing measure of self-government,
and the people of :uerto Rico should be allowed to choose

their form of government and their ultimate status with

reaspsct Lo the United itates,
Sovality in Nsturalization
All properly qualified legal residents of the

Inited tates should be allowed to become cltizens without

regard to race, color, religion or national origin. 7The

Congress hus recantly removed the bars which formerly pre-
ventod persons from China, India and the 'hilipvines from

ogcoming naturalived citizens. 1 urge the Congrsss to re-

move the renaining pacial or nationality barriers which stand

in the way of citizenshlp for some residents of our country.
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Evacuation Claims of the Japanese-imericans

During the last war more than one hundred thousand

Japanese-Americans were evacuated from their homes in the

Pacific states solely because of their racial origin. Many

of these psople suffered property snd business losses as a

result of this forced evacuation and through mo fault of their

own. The Congress has before it legislstion establishing a
procedure by which claime based upon these losses can be
promptly considered and settled. I trust that favorable astion
on this legislation will soon be taken.

L Y

. The legislation I have recommended for enastmsnt by

the Congreas at the pressat session is a minimum progras if we

are to clone mot.wun our ideals and some of our practices.

It is needed to strengthen our demosracy at home and our leader-

ship abroad.

Under the anthority of existing law, the Exscutive

‘:}i 15 O P

braneh M“%vory possible asction to improve the enforce-

ment of the givil rights statutes M to eliminate diserimination
: i 5 e N ‘
' in Federal employment, in tham______gt Federal 'micu/f

in the aramed forces.
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I have alreauy referred Lo the establishwent of the
Livil Bights wivisien of the Lspartment of Justice. The
Sederal surea: of lavestipgation will worx closely wit. this

new Livision in tue iavestigavion of Fsdersl eivil rights

cases, oteps are being taken te provide its sgents with

speclalized training so that they may render more effective
service in this difficudt ficld of law enforcement.

I shall shortly issue an fxecutive order codifying
o
A the ¥Yederal policy oi non-diserimination in Federal employment
™ ’ and in th= provision of Jedersl services,

Luring the recent war and in the years since its

closs we have made wuch progress toward equality of oppor-

; tunity in our armed ssrvices witiout regard to raee, color,

! and religion or national origin. I have inetructed the

Seerstary of Lefense to take steps 1o have the remaining
instances of discrimination in the armed services eliminated

: as rapidly as possible, The personnel policles and practices

of all the services in this ragard will be made consistent.
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I have instructed the secretory of the Army to

investigonte the status of e¢ivil rights in the ranama Cansl

Lone «dth s view to ellminiting such diserimination ss may

exist there, 1f legislation is necessary, 1 sholl meke

approprizte recommendctions to the Congress,

-

In additicn to sction by the Pederal Govermament,

therc is .uch that the states can properly and appropristely
~.

do to protect civil rights, both to supplement Federal ssafe-
guards and to act "'*in\areaa where the Fodegral Governnent is
. R -
*.,\\ ;,,f"
excluded for lack of Conx?ﬂ.ﬁ&tionql” power, For example,

the Fresident's Committee mlﬂ,ﬁ(lj'.v Wghts recomsended the

adoption by the st.atea,ﬂ'f fair health :Ne acts and

fair educutional ;:i:actica ucts, the enuctment of ¢

.’ :
e ~.

rights codeg,xby those states which do not slready have theu

=
#

and thgx"éreation of state commissions on civil rights, 3
:"J‘;‘!
S The position of the United States in the world
[RE
VAR

today makes especially urgent these measures to secure for
A

all our people their essential rights,
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The peoples of the world are faced with the choice
of freedom or enslavsment, a cholice betwsen forms of govern-
ment which harness the sbate in the scervics of the individual
end forms of povernment whlch chain the individual to the needs
of ine stalae.

"/¢ in the United {tates are working in company with
otvier uctions whio share our ussire for encuring world peace end
who believe with us that, above all else, men must be freejpo
build a world family of nations — a world where nen may live
under goveraments of their own choosing and under laws of thelr
own making.

As part of that endeavor, the Commission on Human
kights of the United Nations is presentily engaged in preparing
an international bill of human rights by which the nutions of
the world may bind themselves by international covenant to give
effect to basic human rights and fundamental fresdomsa. W“e have
pleyed a lsading role in this undertsking designed to c¢reate s

world order of law and Jjustlce fully protective of the righte

and the dignity of the inudividual.
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The peoples of the world are faced with the cholce
of freedom or enslavement, a cholce between forms cf govern-
ment which harness the state in the servics of e individual
end forms of povarnwent which chain the individusl to tre needs
of ihe stauve.

& in the United {tates are working in company with
otoer nctions whio share our ussire for encuring world peace end
who believe with us that, above all else, men must be free to
build a world family of nations - a world where men may live
under goveraments of their own choosing and under laws of their
own muaking.

As part of that endeavor, the Commlission on iluman
fighty of the United Nations is g;:;:;;;;”engagad in preparing
an international bill of human rights by which the nutions of
the world may bind themselves by internstional covenant to give
effact to basic human rights and fundamental fresdoms. ¥e have

pleyec a leading role in this underteking designed to create a

world order of law wnud Jjustice fully protective of the rights

and the dignity of tie inalvidual.
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To be effective in these efforts; we must protect =y
osshmel ouy eivil rights so that by providing all our people with
the saxdmum eajoyment of personal freedom apd personal epportunity
we snall be a stronper nation —- stronger in our leadership,
stronger in our noral position, stronger in the deeper satis-
fagtionsof a united eitizenry.

se kxnow thiat our Jemocracy is not perfect. Bub we

do know that it offers & fuller, freer, happler life to our

le than any totalitarian nation has ever 011G 1w
paople U &

of the world

1f e wish vo inepire Lhe peoploes

o LLpE to

¥ freedon 18 in jeopurdy, if we wish Lo reslore LOPE
whosae 1

r civil 1liverties, we must corroct

have already lost thel

e ARG, e st

remnaining imperfections ;\i

{hose who

those

e of democracy 1ives up WO 1ty promlso.

prove that the practic

t
e can achleve ever sreater freedan 20d opportunity

i the will
e Ynow L6 WiYe e nsed only .

{or all our people .
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In the State of the Unlon Messarpe on January 7, 1348,
I sroke of five great iwales for strengthening our democracy and
improving the welfare of our wuwonle. The first of these is to
secure fully our esvential human rights, I am now presenting
te the Congress my recommendiations for. legislation to carry
us forward toward that poal,

this Wation was founued by men and women who scupht
these shores that they mifht enjoy greater freedom and preater
opporiunity than they had known before. The founders of the United
States proclaimed to the world thie American belief that all men
are created equal, and that governments are instituted to sccure
the inalienable rights with which all men are endowed. In the
Neclaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United
Ttates, trey elojuently expressed the aspirations of all mankind
for eguality and froedom,

These ideais inaplred the peoples of othier lands, and

their practical fulfillment made the United States the hope of

the oppressed everywhere. Throughout our history men and women

of all colors and creeds, of all races und religions, have come
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to th.is scountry tw escape tyranny and disceriminetion. Millions
strong, they h-ve helped build this demccratic Hation and heave
const;‘mtly reinforced our devotion to the great ideals of liberty
and equality. Y%ith those who precedsd them, they have halped
to fashlon and strengthen our fimervican faith:

g believe that all mer are created equal and
that they hinve tﬂe right be equal justice uncer law,
"¢ believe that all men nave the right to freedom

of thought and of expression ant the right to worship

as they please,

7ie belleve that all men sre entitled to equal
opportunities for jobs, for homes, for good health
and for education.

%@ balieve that govermment should protect, not
usurp, the rights of the psopls.

These are the basic civil rights which are the source

: anc the suppart of our democracy.

-
-
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Today, the American peopls enjoy more freedom snd
opportunity than ever before. Never in our history has there
boen more hope of the complete realization of the ideals of
1liberty and equality.

Ve will not, however, fimally achisve the idsals for
which this Hation was founded s0 long as any American suffers
disorixination as a result of his rase, or religion, or color,
or the land of crigin of his forefetders,

unﬂuﬂmunxolyf'ﬂMuwratilllun exaxples -- flagrant
examples -- of discrimimtion which sre utterly contrary to
our ideals. Jot all groups of our population are free from
thofmotﬂolm.'mmswmmrrnwnnudmk
1tnro'ﬁua';huunncr'h>1-nuub'ﬂuur4uuﬂnti¢ulef:uuhvhy'ﬂuur
own tharts; HNot all groups enjoy the full privileges of
citizenship and participation in the goverment under which they

{

live.

Ve camnot be satiafied until all our pecple have egual

cppértumitiss for jobs, for hamwes for educatiom, for health; and fer

political expression, and wntil all our pecple have egqual protection

under the law,
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One year ago 1 appointed & commitiee of fifteen dis-
tinguished Americans and asked them to appralse the condition of
our civil rights and to recommend action by Federal, state and
local governments,

The committee!s appraisal has resulted in a frank and
revealing report. The report emphasizes that our basic muman
freedoms are better cared for and more vigilantly defended than
ever before. But it also nekes clear that there is a serious
vap between our ideals and some of owr practices. This gap
must be clesed,

This will take the strong efforts of sach of us
individually, and all of us acting together through voluntary
organizations and our governments.

The protection of civil rights begins with the mutual
respect for the rights of others which all of us should practice
in our dajily lives, Through organimations in every community --—
in all parts of the country —— we must continue to develop
practical, workabls arrangements for achieving greater tolerance

and brotherhood.

The protection of civil rights is the duty of every
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government, which derives its powers from the conseni of the
people. This is equally true of local, state, and national
governments. There is much that the states can and should
do at this time to extend their protection of aivil rights.
Yherever the law enforcement measures and the authority of
state anc local governments are inadequate to discharge this
primary functi-n of govermment, these measures and this authority
should be strengthemed and improved.

The Fedaral Government has a clsar duty to see that
Constitutional guarantees of individual liberties and of equal
protection under the laws are not denled or abridged anywhere
in our Union. That duty is shared by all three branches of the
Goverrment, but it can be fulfilled only if the Congress enacgts
modern, comprehensive civil rights laws, adequate to the needs
of the day, and deronstreting our continuing failth in the free
way of life.

Some of the steps which should bes taken involve complex
legislative probiems which cannot be speedily solved., But we
should go forward immediately with the broadest posaible civil

rights program,
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I recarmernxi, therefore, that the Congress enact

legialation at this session directed toward the following

specific objectives:

1.

2.

3.

L.

Te

8.

Fe

Establishing a permanent Commission on Civil
Rights, a Joint Congressional Committee con Civil
ights, and & Civil Rights Division in the
Department of Justice,

Strengthening existing oivil rights statutes.
Providing yederal protection against lynching.
Protecting more adequately the right to vote,
Establishing a Fair Employment Prectice Commissicn
to prevent wnfair discriminztion in employment.
Prohibiting discrimination in interstate trans-
paﬂm&i&n%Sf# u&é&wéiziﬁ

Providing home-=rule and suffrage in Presidential
elections for the residents of the District of
Columbia.

Providing Statehcod for Hawall and Alaska and a
greater measure of self-govermment for our island

possessions,

Equalising the opportunities for residents of the

United States to becoms natureliged citisens,
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10.- Settling the evacuation claims of Jepanese-Americans.

As u first step, we must strengthen the organization of
the Federal Govermment in order to enforce civil rights legislation
more sdsquately and to vatch over the state of owr traditicaal
liberties.

I recommend that the Congress estadblish a permanent Com-
mission on Civil Righte reporting to the President. The Commis-
sion should comtinuously reviev our civil rights policies and
practices, study specific problems, and mals recoumendations to the
President at frequent intervals. It should vwork with other egencies
of the Federal Govermment, with state and local governments, and vith
private arggmizations.

I also suggest that the Congress establish a Joint Congrea-
sional Committes on Civil Rights. This Committee should make &
continuing study of iagislative matters relating to civil rights
and should consider msens of improving respect for and enforcement
of those rights.:

Thoese two bodies together should keep &ll of us con-

tinuously svare of the conditiom of civil rights in the United

States and ksep us alert to oppartunities to improve their protec-

‘- ﬁm.
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To provids for better enforo

s will e ectablis

a Divislien of Givil

nd that the GW@@& SIReTy

ol lay vhich safegusyd the right to

voto end the right to safeoty and seewrlty of peracn

8 provieions ave the besis for owr present eivil rights enforce-

Besticn 51 of Title 18 of the United Btates Code, which

now gives protectiom to eitizens in the enjoyment of rights eecured

by the Comstitution or Fedsral lavs, needs to be stremglhened

in two respects. In its present form, this sectiom protects

pereme cnly if they ave citizvenms, end it affords protection only
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Section 52 of Pitle 18 of the United States Code, which

now gives general protsotion to individuals against the depriva-

tion of Federally-secured rights by public officers, has proven

to be inadequate in some cases because of the generality of its

language. A specific enumeration of the principal rights pro—

tected under this section is needed to make more definite and

certain the protection which the section affords,

Federal Protection Against Lynching.

A specific Federal measure is needed to deal with the

crime of lynching — against which I cannot speak too strongly.

It is a prineiple of our democracy written into our Constitution,

that every person accused of an offense against the law shall have

a fair, orderly trial in an impartial court, Ve have made great

progress toward this end, but I regret to say that lynching

has not yet finally disappesared from our land. 8o long as

one person walks in fear of lynching, we shall not have achieved

equal justice under law., I call upon the Congres:s to take

degisive action against this crime.
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Protecting the Ripght to Vote

Under the Constitution, the right of all properly
cual ified citizens to vote is beyond question. Yet the exercise
of this rigsht is still subjeot to interference. Soms individuals
are prevented from voting by isolated acts of intimidation, Some
whole groups are prevented by outmoded policies prevailing in

( certain states or comunitics)

tie need stronger statutory protection of the right
to vote. I urge the Congress to enact legislation forbidding
interference by public officers or private persons with the
right of qualified citizens to participate in primary, special
and general elections in which Federal officers are to be chosen.
This legislation should extend to elections for state as wall

as Federal officers insofar as interference with the right to

vote results from discriminatory astion by public officers

based on race, color, or other unreascnable classification.

Reuirements for the payment of poll taxds alsc intere

fere with the right to vote. There are still seven states which,

by their constituticns, place this barrier betwesn their cltizens
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and the ballot box, The American people would welcome voluntary
action on the part of these statem to remove this barrier.
Hevertheless, I believe the Congress should initiate nmeaaures
which will insure that the right to vote in elections for Federal
officers shall not be contingent upon the payment of taxes.

I wish to make it clear that the enactment of the
measures I have recommended will in no sense result in Fedsral
conduct of elections. They are designed to give qualified
citizens Federal protection of their right to vote. 7The actual
conduct of elections, as always, will remain the responsibility
of state governmenta.

Fair Fmployment Practice Commiseion

We in the United States believe that all men are

entitled to equality of opportunity. Racial, religious and

other invidious forms of discrimination deprive the individual

of an equal chance to develop and utilize his talents and to

enjoy the rewards of his efforts,
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Cnce more I repeat my request that the Congress
enact fair employment practice legislation prohibiting dis-
orimination in anployment based on race, color, religion or
national origin. The legislasion should create a Fair Haploy-
ment Praetice Commission with authority to prevent discrimins-
tion by employers and labor unions, trade and professional
agsociations and government agencies and smployment bursaus,
The degree of e¢ffectiveness which the war«time Fair Imployment
Practice Camittee attained shows that it is possible to equalize
jeb oppartunity by government eaotion and thus eliminate the in-

fluence of prejudice in smployment. Ny

> AP AN
R Y N CIPR o8
hte 1 7 Far s b R AT , e
ROV Ao .'n"a;'cr': R O-HX TN

Bqualisy in

o~

The channels of interstate commerce should be open
to all Americens on a basis of complets equality. The Supreme
Court has mently declared uncenstitutional atate laws requir-
inz segregetion on public carriers in interstate travel. Company
reguletions must not be allowed to replace unconstitutional stete
laws. I urge the Congress to prohibit diserimination and segre~
gation in the use of interstate transportation facilities by

both pudblie officers and the employses of privete companies.
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The Distriss of Columbia

I am in full accord with the principle of losal
self~government for residents of the Distriet of Columbia.
In eddition, I believe that the Constitution should be
amsnded to extend suffrage in presidential elections to the
residents of the District.

The Distries of Columbia should be a trus symbel of
Amsrican fresdom and democracy for our own people, and for
the people of the warld. It is my earnest hope that the
Congress will promptly give the citizens of the Distriot
of Columbia their own locel, elestive governmens. They
themselves ¢an then desl with the inegualities arising
from segregution in the schools and other publie facilities,
and from rasial darriers $0 places of pudblic sccommodation
which now exist for one~third of the Distriet's population.

Herey—at-thaxary heaxk.of our.satianal.lils..0ivil
rightsshould-oe-besTer TUISTTOF. The present inequalities in
essantisl services are primerily a problem for the Distriet
itself, but they are also of great consern VYo the whole Nation,

(= Yuiling local cerredtive scticn in the noar future, the

Congress should snaet a model ¢ivil rights lsw for the Hation's
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Our Territories and Possesaious

The prusent politicsal status of our Territaries
and possessions impaire the enjoyment of civil rights by
their residemts. I have in the past recommended legislation
granting statehood to ilaskn and Heweiil, and crgenic acts for
Gusn end smerican Semos ineluding a grant of c¢itizenship te
ths people of these Pacific Islands. I repeat these reeom-
mnendations.

Futhermore, the residents of the Virgin Islands
should be granted an inoressing measure of self-government,
and the people of Puerto Riso should be allowed to chouse
their fom of goveranmsnt and their ultimate status with
respest to the United Stutes.

\] Nat 28

£11 properly qualified legsl resideants of the
United States should be allowed to become citizens without
regard %o race, oolor, religion or nationsl origin. The
Congress has recently removed the bars which formerly pre-
vented pérsons from China, India and the Philippines from
becckainz naturalized citizens. I urge the Congress to re-
move the remaining racial or nationality barriers whioh stand

in the way of oitizenship far some residents of our country.
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Evaguation Claims of the Japaness—-Amerigans

During the last war more than one hundred thousand
Japanese—Americans were evacuated from thelr homes in the
Pacific states sclely beesuse of their racial origin. Many
of theses people suffered property and business losses as a
result of this forced evacuation and through no fault of their
omn. The Congréss has befare it legislation establishing a
prosedure by which claims based upon these losses can be
promptly considered and settled. I trust that favorable action

on this legislation will soon bs taken,

The legislation I have recomumended for enactment by
, the Congress at the present session 13 a minimum program if we
are to close the gap between our ideals and some of our practices,
It is needed to strengthen our democraay at home and our leader—
ship abroad,

Under the authority of existing law, the Executive

branch 4s taking every posasible action to ixprove ths enforce~
mant of ths oivil rights statutes and to eliminate diseriminaticn

in Federal employment, in providing Federal services and facilities,

and in the armed forces.




