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VIOIENCE AWD RADICAL BLARK MILITANCY

Violence is the ultimate weapon, the last recourse when

everything else has failed. It is always deplorable, -often

not necessary, but justifieble in relation to the resistance

. . 4 .
of that which is opposed. ¥ There are two formy of group

violence -- symptomatic and deliberate. Riots are an example

of symptomatic violence. Warfare is planned violence. The

objectives of symptomatic violence are more often than not

unclear and immediate. The objectives of warfare, on the

other hand, can be clearly rationalized in most cases.

In dealing with group violence in the United States,

("'? . ,w.f_“‘
ve will-Be concerned with symptomatic violence -- i.,e. that

violence which reflects the conditions within our soclety.
The Kerner Commission Report, however, kas studied this in
detall and we wi¥l rely heavily on its findings.

Theré is at this time a steady increase in deliberate
violence. It does,-in'fact; seen to be repiacing the spon-

_taneous, disorganized, dramatic and costly outbreaks that

have occurred in the past five years. It seems merguandndre

as though this period has been no more than a bridge'betweén

the "non-violent" weiwil rights
1960fs‘ahd an impending era of taclical maneuvers both violent
and"hon#violent aimed at bringing about the g;ggﬁ;g changes
in our political, economic and soclal systens which are

deemed necessary in order to obliterate the poverty and

prejudice which separate our people.

movement of the 1950's and early
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It might be saldy that the civil rights movenment is .
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eoming of age. Tt [no longer is it a floundering step-

blacks. An ldeology is taking form -- based on the American

~philosophy of freedom, equality and fair play -- and it is

taking'holdﬁ Although it frequently quotes Mao Tse Tung,

Fidel Cestro, Gahdhi, and negro "radicals" such as Stokely
Carmichael, Rap Browvn, Huey Newton and Eldridge Cleaver,

it is fundamentally American'and based on the textbook patriotism
and philosophy teught in every public school in this country.

The 1magination of the negro masses is being.fired°
Confidence and individual dignity are on the rise, not becauge
qf $100 million in federsl grants or fancy rhetorie, but
because there is increasing unity in purpose and increasing

courage to demand as a people and as individuals what

"whitey" has taken for granted for centuriles. No longer

are the young willing to be emasculated by a white soclety

1nsisting that they conform to an image dictated by it.

The young black militants are taking America, seriously -

that's -why militant.
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fbhey loock at the Declaration;}they look at what Lincoln

said and at what Jefferson said; they look at what we say, and—

~

o
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"phen they compare,gi and they say, something is wrong.% (Quarles,

P. 176) lﬁﬁﬁaﬁfgwkhis has been all along one of the basic contri-
butions that the Negro has made to the United States. He has

forced us to examine the basic precepts of democracy. This is his

ultimate contribution.
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.employ, or envision, violent means of effecting social

BLACK- nmeRICAN HiSTORY

/
7 . .
Historical studyxgreveals that under certain cir-

cumstances America has regularly experienced episodes
of ﬁass violence directly related to the achievement of
social, political, and economic objectives. Groups
eﬁgaging in mass violence have done so only after a
long period of fruitless,‘relatively non-violent struggie.
The history of black protest is the history of the
temporary decline, fall, and resurgence of almost every
conceivable means of achieving black well-being and
dignit$ within the context of a generally hostile nolicy .~
and in the face of unremitting white violence, both
official and private. Where black protest has moved
toward the acoeptanée of violence, it has done so after
éxhausting nonviolént altérnatives and a prdfound reservoir
of patience and good faith.,
The events of the past few years are in'large part
the culmination of 300 vears of racial prejudice.
Black protest is a dynamic phenomenon which cannot be
properly studied apart from the larger political and
social trends of American society. Understanding the
Afro-American past in this context is to understand why

many black Americans find it increasingly necessary to

change.
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Black men in America have always engaged in militant

action. The first permanent black settlers on the

- American mainland, brought by the Spanish explorer

Lucas Vasquez de Ayllon in 1526, rose up during the same
year, killed a number of whites, and fled to the
Indians. Since that time, black protest has never been
altogether dormant gnd militant blacks have experimented

with a wide variety of tactics, ideologies, and goals.
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Slavery was established in the New World almost immediately

after its discovery by Christopher Colombus. It could be

rationalized not only on the basis of economic need for

manpower, but because ﬁthe negro was Inferior -- a cultureless,

ignorant and backward being suited only to slavery.' The white

man bullt up elaborate theories about the negro and thus

created the enduring "myth of the negro."

The slave was considered a pilece of property. His humanity

was secondary and any violence could be Justified. The central

theme of Southern history has always been control of the negro.

The slave lived in a state of terror and therefore he had to

adjust himself to living'in a terroristic society. He developed

| | ‘what has been called a "Sambog peréonali’cye The American
. 7

slave typically resisted the sysbem by pqssive resistence, j 5 - ;

by acting lazy and ignorant; by sabotage, by feigning illness . l : |

er suicide, by running away, and by making couﬁless small, - j

unorganized attacks on individuval families, nasters, or '

overseers. Great maroon enclaves and republics were established !
A | |
ﬁ !

by rebelling and runaway slaves in South'America and the
Caribbean.

Racial conflict between Caucasiens and Negroes is one
of the most persistent factors in American violence, extending

far back into the 18th century. Black Americans participated

during the years of slaver in at least 250 insurrections.
g
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The first slave up$ising occurred in New York City'in 1712 .
and was pubt down with great ruthlessness. In 1739, there was
the Stono Rebellion in South Carolina, and in 18141, New York
City was again wracked with fears (apparently justified) of a
slave conspiracy. The result was that New York white men went on
athsterical rampage in which scores of negroes were burned,
hanged, or expelled; The largest plots were those of‘Gabriel

Prosser (Richmond, 1800) and Denmark Vesey (Charleston, 1822).

e

et
_ Southside, Viginia , was-@h 1831 the scene of the famous Nat
- /.- ~\—~/,/'
o

Turner rebellioni<—""
The situation was hardly better for free negroes. A few
achieved material success, several owned slaves themselves, but
the vast majority knew only poverty and suffered fhe indignity
'of rgjection by white soclety. Forbidden to settle in some
areas, segregated in others, they were targets of prejudice
and discrimination. In the South, they were denied freedoﬁ
of movement, severely restricted in their choice of occupationny
and fordiddin to associate with whites or with slaves. They
lived in constant fear of being enslaved. In both North and
- South, they were regularly the victims of mobs. In 1829, for
example, white residents invaded Cincinnati's "Little Africa,”

killed negroes, burned their powperty, and ultimately drove

" half the colored populéiion from the city.




—lhewflvst recorded slave on~the North” Américan T
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conbinent-was-—in..1610.. .Slave-trade-increased-steadily”

ana by 1790 the- bLuckwpwﬁuiatfﬁh“ﬁumbéfed”m6f5“EL

there were four million

i ork__lLaJ;E%anLJ ) ,
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= 81ave§5 primarily Worklng in the cotton fields of the |

South. Emancipation was purchased through the violence

of the Civil Var.

By the end of the Civil Var, blacks were periaps

as near to minimal survival as they had been since their

| initial transportation from Africa. They had lost the

clothing, shelter, and

security of provision for food, g,
- L Wsy : |
physical safety that B=d more or less assured them as - i
i i

i lely accepted their position as slaves.

long as they do

Only a tiny segment of bl acks acauired new skills and

a modiCUm of prosverity after the PlVll Var; most

Q‘//<{‘;'~,{<
Negroes remﬁined on a survival basis.

Ideas about the Negro did not change after the fall

of slévery in the United States. Thew ‘had been built

up over 200 years and were firmly entrenched not only.

in the South but in the urban North.

Just as horthern violence had ended southern

slavery, southern terrorism ended radical Reconstruction.

Ten years after the Civil War, the Ku Klux Klan was

1 with the %?rert goal of "put

formed ting the lMegro back
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in his place." The tactics of the Klan were intimil-

dation, terror, and violence. Tt was so successful

that by 1877 the Negro was virtually eliminated from the

political life of the South after a spurt of post-

war reconstruction era activity.

Eeconstruction had reached a legislative climaX

in 1875 with the passage of the first Civil Rights law.

Negroes were to have the right to equal accommodations,

facilities, and advantages of public transportation,

inns, theaters, and places of public amusement, but the

law had no effective enforcement provisions and was,

therefore, poorly enforced. Although bills to provide

federal aid to education for HNegroes were nrepared, none

passed, and educational opportunities remained meager.

When the Supreme Court, in 1883, declared the civil
Rights Act of 1875 unconétitutional, Southern states

began to enact laws to segrégate the races. In 1896,

the Supreme Court in Plessy V. Ferguson approved "separate

put equal" facilities; and 1t was then that segregation

became an established fact, by law and by custom.

In the South, at least until recently, the lynching

of an "uppity" black man was often considered less

shocking than the violation of caste etiguette which

provoked it. Between 1882, when records of lynchings




were first kept, down to 19Ml,v1ynchings averaged 78

per year. About 100 lynchings recurred every year

in the 1880's-1890's; there were 1061 lynchings in 1892.
The constant fear that one might be killed for in-
consequential reasons was one of the day-to-day facts of
life for blacks, particularly until the early 1920's.
Lynching could be said to have déclined o a relatively
minor worry in the late ,1930's and the 1940's; the average

for 1937-42 was 5 per year and for 19H3~19H8;les%~%haﬂ

3Aper.year.

Some Northern states enacted civil rights 1aws
in the 1880's, but Negroes in fact were treated little
differently in the North than in the South. As Negroes
moved north in substantial numbers toward the end of the
century, they discovered that equality of treatment was
only a dream. That northern whites would resort to
violéncé was made clear in anti—Neéro riots in New York,
1900; Spfingfield; Ohio, 190l; Greensburg, Indiana,
1906, Springfield,-lllinois, 1908.

Riots were the hallmark of racial discord during
the first twenty years of the Century ... primarilly

whites against Negroes. In East St. Louils, Illirois,
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a riot in July 1917 claimed the lives of 39 Negroes and

nine whites as a result of fear by white working men
that Negro advances in economic, political and social
status were threatehing their own security and status. : i ;

More riots took place in 1917 in Chester, Pennsyl-

vania, and Philadelphia, in 1919 in Washington, D. C.,
Omaha, Charleston,‘Longview, Texas, Chicago and Knoxville.
Between'July 1917 and March 1921, 58 Negfc hQuses,Qere, o ; ;
pombed and recreational areas were sites cf racial con- i N
flict in Chicago. Iﬁ(lQZl there was' a riot in Tulsa. .

Violent inter-racial group conflict then tapered
oﬁf until the 1943 riots in Detroit and New York and
then died down until the mid-1960's.

A second Ku Klux Klan arose in the 20th Centuryw

which differed significantly from both its predecessors

and the present day Klan. Although the second.-Ku Kluk

Klan was founded in Atlanta in 1915, itsbgreatest growth ff

and strength actually took place beyond the borders of
the old Confederacy. During the early 1920's it became
a truly national organization. For a time it enjoyed

great sﬁrength in the Southwest, West, North and East.

The strongest state Klan was in Indiana, and such wholly
un-Southern states as Oregon and Colorado. felt its vigor.
Although denunciation of Catholics and Jews ranked highest

in the rhetoric of the second Klan, recent students of




the movement have shown that Klan violence was directed

less against Catholics, Jews and Negroes than against

ne'er do wells and the éllegedly immoral of the very
same background as the Klansmen: white, anglo-saxon, gi
protestants. The Klan thué attacked Americans of simi- ?
lar background and extraction who refused to conform to j
the Bible Belt morality that wasvthe deepest passioﬁ of

the Klan movement of the 1920's.

The Ku Klux Klan resurgence of the last ten yearsA q f\

has been largely restricted to the South. It is only !
too well known for acts of violence against the civil g ! f
rights movement and desegregation. ‘

The remainder of 20th Century racial violence has -

been personal in nature or restricted to small unrelated , i
' . |
|

group activity. Brutal and frequent it has been, and
based on extreme prejudice and fear, but unrelated except

by its causes to the mass outbreaks especially in our

cities.
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Between hils famous Atlahta Exposition Address in 1895 and
his death in- 1915, Booker T. Washington,. Principal of the Tuskegee N

Normal and Industrial Institute in Alabama and the most prominent

~ Negro iﬂ America, secretly spent thousands of dollars fighting
ﬁ : disfranchisement and segregation laws; publicly he advocated a 25 !
policy af accommodation, conciliation, and gradualism. Largely i j
blaming Negroes themselves for their condition, Washington ' |
believed that by helping themselves, by creating and supporting
thelr own businz sses, by proving their usefulneés to soclety |

through the acquisition of education, wealth, and morality, Negroes

i - would earn the respect of the white man and thus eventually gain g
their constitutional rights.

In therarly years of the century, a small group of Negroes,

led by W.E.B., DuBois, formed the Niagara Movement to oppose - |
Washington's program, which they claimed had failed. Washington: i‘ |
had put econoﬁic progress beque}pélitics, had aécepted the | é |
separate-but-equal theory, ot opposed agitation as the basis .
of thefNegro's future, insisted on the inequity of Jim Crow laws,
and advocated aglitation and protest.

In sharp language, the Niagara group placed responsibility
for the race problem squarely on the whites. The aims of the
movement were voting rights and "the abolition of all caste
.distinctions based simply on race and color.”

Although Booker T. Washington tried to crﬁsh his critics;

Du Bois and the Negro "radicals" as they were called, enlisted

the support of a small group of influentlal white liberals
end socialists. Together, in 1909=1910, they formed the
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the Advancemenﬁ of Célored Pcople.

National Association for
ice by orgenlzing

The NAACP hammered at the walls of prejud

Negroes and well-disposed whites, by aiming propagenda at the
whole nation, by taking legal action in courts and legislatures.

Almost at the outset of its career, the NAACP prevailed upon the

Supreme Court to declare unconstitutional two discriminatory

In 1915, the Court® overruled the Oklahoma "grandfather

statutes.
state constitutlions that

clause," a provision 1n severa 2L Southern

excluded from the vote those whose ancescors were ineligible to

vote in 1860. Two years later, the Supreme Court ouclawed municipal

residential segregation ordinances. These HAACP gictories were

the first legal steps in a long fight against diSf%apchlsement

end segregation.

During the first quarter of the 20th century, the federal

government~enaCued no new legislation to ensure equa al rlghns or

opportunities for Negroes and made little atbe pt to enforcc__

eyiSLLng laws despite Ilagr'nt violations of Negro civil rights.
In 1913, nembers of Congress from the SOUoh introduced bills
to federalize the Southern scgregation policy.

of Columbia, segregate white

They wished to ban

interracial marriages in the District
d Negro federal employees, and introduce Jim Crow laws in the

pub]ic carriers of the District. The bills did not pass, but
seﬁregstlon practices were extended in federal offices, shops,

The nation's capital became as.

restrooms, and lunchrooms.
wegregcued as any in the former Confederate scates.
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~victims of race riots and unjust Judicial proceedings. It iried

/ : .
_HOrthern cities, which followed the migration of large numbers

i
“In the period between the two World Wars, the NAACP dominated -
thevstrategy of racial advancement. The NAACE drew its strength
from large numbers of Southern Negroes who had migrated to Northern.

citles; from a small but growing Negro group of professonals. and
> 3 )

businessmen whe=eervcdsthon; from an upsurge of confidence among L

the "New Negro," race-proud and self-reliant, believing in racial
cooperation and self-help and determined to fight for his’conSit~
tutional rights; from writers and artists known as the "Harleﬁ
Renaissance" who used their own cultural tradition and expefiencé
as materials for their works. W.E.B. Du Bois, editor of Crisis,
the NAACP publication, symbolized the new mood and exerted great

3

The NAACP did eltraoriidary ser¥ice giving legal defense %o
L
vainly to promote passage of an anti-lynching bill, but its most
’important acitlvity was its campaign to secure enforcement of the
14th and 15th Amendments. iﬁ conducted susﬁained litigation
'againSt disfranchisement and'segregatiqn, and embarked:upon‘a long
fight against the white primaries in the Sziuak Southern states.

’&Em. - - .
Less successful were attempts to prevené'school segregation in

of rural black!fodl from the South., &

The thrust 6f the NAACP was primafily political and_legal,
but the National Urban League, founded in 191%% byAphilanthfopists
and social workers, soughli an economic solutioﬁ to the Negroes!',
pfoblems. Sympathetic with Booker T. Washingtonfs point of view,
believing in conciliation, graduaiism, and moral suasion, the

Urban League searched out industrial oppontunities for Negro
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nggrants to the cities, using arguments that appealed to the

white businessman's sense of eéonomic self-interest and also ho
his conscience.
Also espousing an economic progran to ameliorate the Negroes'
condition wés A. Philip Randolph, an editor of the Messenger.
He regarded the NAACP as a middle-class organizabtion unconcerned
about pressing econonmlc problems, Taking a Marxist position on
the causes of prejudice and discrimination, Bandolph called for
& new and radical Negro class. He advocated physical resistance
to white mobs, but he believed that only united action of black
and white workers against capitalists would achieve social Justice,
Marcus Garvey@ foundsd in 1914 the Universal Negro Improvement

fed v,

< (14 L ] R
Association (UNIA), aimed fp liberatd both Africans and American
9]
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Negroesg: from thelr oppressors. His utopian method was the

wholesale migration of American Negroes to Africa. On a more

practical level he urged support of Negro businesses, and through the !

UNIA organized a chain of groceries, restaurants, lasunderies, a
hotel, printing plant, and steamship line. Carvey was eventually

Jailed and depfrted for having used the m“2ils to defraud, but he

*

- had, better than anyone before himg, dramatized the bitterness

end alienation of the Negro slum dwellers, who having come North’

with grea% expectations, found only overcrowéed and deteriorated

housing, mass unemployment and race riots.
P

During World Waer II, two rew movements marked Negro protest:

and the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE).

the March on Washingtons

\:(

In 1941, consciously drawing on the power of the Negro vote and

concerned with the economic problems of the urban slumdweller
2

A. Phlllip Randolph threatened a mass Negro convergence on

-
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| Elijah bmnammed i

The Black Nusllms were esoabliehed aroand 1930. by : : i |
f\m ,,,,,, '.‘g e, e Lt J... ot :
v&gse,uThe organ¢5m01on reached the

vf

ts influence, however, when more progress toward

b2

peak of

equal rights was being made than ever before in American history

while at the same time economic opportunity for the poorest
j groups in the urban ghettos was stagnating. Increasing
unemployment among Negroes, combined with the revolution in

: v |
expectations, crcubed & climate in which the Black Muslins f
Is”" ;

S,

’ ' thrived. They preached a vision of 12> doon é? the white
"devils" and the coming dominance of the black men, promised _ |

a utopian paradise of a separate territory wifhin the Uhited
States for a Negro state, and offered a pfaetical program of ..

building Negro business +thy rough hard work, thrift and racial

unity. To those willing to submlt to the rigid discipline of the

movement, the Black Muslims organization gave a sense of purpose ‘ ‘ :

and dignity.
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Washington unless President Rooéevelt secured employmeﬁt for  Negroes
in the defense industries. The President's Execubtive Order 8802
establishing a federal Falr Employment Practices Commission fores
stalled the demonstration. Even without enforcement powers,v
the FEPC set a precendent for treating fair employment practice
as a civil vight.

CORE, founded im 1942-43, grew out of the Fellowshlp of
Reconciliation, a pacifist organization, when certeiln ledders
became interested in the use of nonviolent direat action to .
fight racial discrimination. CORE combined Gandhi's techniques
with the sit~in, derived from the sit-down strikes of the 1930's,
Until about 1959, CORE's main activity was attacking discrimination
in places of public accommodation in the cities of the Northern
and Border states, and as late as 1961, two-thirds of its

membership and most of its national officers were white.




Progress from subsistence survival in the 19th century
was :
has been continuous, but 1t hzzxbzsm so slow thatit seems

best to date the first major upmurqgjfrom concern for mere
IR
survival for most blacks .2s~th2ehag

the Second

World War.

By the war's end, some 2,000,000 blacks were employed
in war industries and FEPC reported that 1,300,000 of them
had been given jobs in congeduence of its efforts.

Other economic advances commended during this era. By
1942 it was mand@tory in eight states to pay black school~
teachers the same as white ones. In 1944 the U.S. Supreme
Court struck down the praétice of peonage in the form of forced
labor to paonff a debt. The Court enjoined the Brotherhood
of Locomotive Firemen and Engineers from excluding Negroes
from its membership, a major -early stép in the protracted
process of establishing equal job opportunity. for blacks in the
transportation industry. o

At the end of the war, there was ro widespread and

sudden drop in Negro amployment. Instead, gradvally, the

'pace of rising economic opportunity continued, Integrated low-

cost housing after the war began the breakdown of discrimination.

Ba® =55 e marmanm Y T &
TCACONST AT B ]

These advances related to Jjobs
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and housing and therefore to men's physical needs, but they also ---
notably in the case of sports participation - haes overtones of -
equal dignity. A glant step was taken with the desegregafion of
tﬁe military and efforts in schOo; and transportation desegrega-
tion ﬁere considerable and fruitful by the~end of the 1950's.

Similarly,long series of steps to end discrimination in the




" cheriff charged with killing a Neg
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with the invalidation ﬁ%’1944 of the

voting process, starting
- oelias and continuing with the 1954, 1964 and

white primary clivo.
later civil rights acts which increasingly protected and enforced

the right of %lacks to register and vote in all elections.

Repeatedly in the 1940's, 1950's and early 1960's, the

efforts gave evidence to Negroes ‘that progzess was being made.

Their expectations inevitably rose from T ¢ near-ground level

before the Second World War to what proved increasingly to bé_

excegsively optimistic.

The gap between exge;tatiop and realization remained
&>

Gl Ing
2 killing by lynch mobs dwindled to

rather large, however.

one case in 1947 end two in 1948, K new kind of killing of

blacks begsn and at times something like the old lynch mob

operated again. In 1952 a leading state NAACP official in

Florica who organized a campeign to secure the indictment of a

ro prisoner was himself killed

by a bomb. Violence and its threat was guccessfully used to keep

blacks from registering to vote, particularly in Southern rural

areas. In the first four years after the 1954 decision ordering

school integration to proceed, there was some 530 cases of

violence (burnin bombing and intimidation of children and
>

their parents). Schools, churches, and homes of black leaders

were bombed; many were killed in these bombings. Federal troops

were brought into ILittle Rock in September 1967 to ensure order

during high school integration; during the following school year

(1958-59), public schools were closed in Little Rock. As the

violence attending school integration diminished, it increased in

other areas, particularly”against protest marchers.
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% For the civil rights movement, the years before 1955

? were filled largely with efforts at legal reform, with the

NAARP, especially, carrying case after case to successful
litigation in the federal courts. There was a considerable
gap, however, between’the belief of the NAACP and other

groups that major political changes were in sight and the : |

reality of the slow pace of change even in the more
"advanced areas of the South". The gap was even greater ; |
between the conservative tactics and middle~class orienta- ;
tion of the established civil-rights organizations and the situa-

tion of the black ghetto masses in the North.

Since the NAACP, the Urban League, and other established

groups continued to operate as before, new tactics and new

leaders arose to fill thejﬁ gaps.




With the backdrop of slowly changing white opinion

since the Second World War and the impact of emerging
nonwhite nations in Asia and Africa, the Current Civil
Rights Movement can be sald to date from the-Supreme

Court dfeision in 1954 in Brown v. Board of Education

when segregation in schools was firmly labelled as unconsti-

tutional. The growing size of the Northern Negro vote

made civil rights a major issue in national elections and,
7
ultimately, in 1957, led to the fedéél Civil Rights

Commission, which had the power to investigate discriminatory

conditions throughout the country and to recommend corrective
measures to the President. Northern end Western states

outlawed dischimination in employment, housing, and public

accommodatio&s, while the NAACP, in sucéessive court victories,
‘ended racially restrictive covenanta in housing, segreagation
in interstate transportation, and discrimination in publicly-
owned recreationdl facilities., The NAACP also helped register

voters. In the meantime, CORE had begun "Freedom Rides" into

the border‘states and eventually into the deep South.
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Direct action by Negroés may>be déted from the bus
boycott in Montgomery, Alabéma, which began in late 1956
éf%.conﬁinued for over a year. It was precipitated when
a Negré;gggéon a city bus, sat down in a‘front seat, was
asked to move to the back, and refused. ‘The bus boycott
soon came under the leadership of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., whose ideology of nonviolent resistance -- énd the
mild temper of blacks in Montgomery at the time --
succeeded in keeping the action relatively peaceful.

The move to direct action in the South brought civil
rights protest out of the courgi‘ahd into the streets,
bus terminals, restauranté, and voting booths, éubstituimng

"ereative disorder" (see generally Arthur I. Waskow, From

Race Riot to Sit-In: 1919 and the 1960's (Garden City,

New York: Double Anchor, 1966).) for litigation. Neverthe-
less, 1t remained deeply linked to the American political pro-
cess and represented an innate faith in the protective power
of the federal government and in the moral capacity of white

Americans, both nothern and southern.




In 1957, Martiyi I?;i’r King, <% , established the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference to coordinate dlrect-action

activities in Southern cities. Reverend Kina,w 78S

Lcataphnlied. into.nal Lon%lwpfom1nence for-hig-leadersiip in

565 held the

same Gandhian belief in the principks of pacifism am the
founders of CORE, |

Nonviolent direct action attained popularity not only
because of the ef"eétiveness of King's leadership buﬁ because the
older techniques of legal eand legislatiﬁe action had had limited
success, Impressive as the advances in the 15 years after World
War II were, in spite of state laws and Supreme Court
decislons, something was still clearly wrong. Negroes were
disfranchised in most of the Sauth, though in the 12 years
following the outlawing of the white primary in 1944, the
‘number of Negroes registered in Southern states had risen
from about 250,000 to nearly a million and alquarter. '
Supreme Court decisions desegregating transportation facilities
were'st;ll being largely ignoredAin the South. Discrimination in
employment and housing continued, not only in the South but also
in Northern states with model civil rights 1aws; The Negro
unemploymenf rate steadily moved upward after 1954, The

South reacted to the Supreme Court's decision on school dedegre~

gation by outlawing the NAACP, intimidating civil rights leaders,

“bringing "massive resistance" to the Court's decision, curtailing

Negro votervregistration, and forming White Citizens Councils.




Many believe that the Maltgomery boyeok¥y usehered in
a Negro Revolt, and its importance, by projecting the>image
of King and his techniques, is great. But the decisinve
break with traditional techniques camé with the college
student sit-ins that swept the South in the winter and
'Spfing of 1960. In dozens_of communities in the Upper
South, the Atlantic coastal states, and Texas, student
demonstrations secured the desegregation of lunch counters
in drug and variety stores. Arrests were numbered in the
thousands and brutaliﬁy was evident in scores of communi-
ties. In the déep South; the campaign ended in failure,
but the youth had captured the imagination of the Negro
community and to a remzkable exteht that of the entire
nations.

The southern sit-ins led to the formation of the
Sutdent Non-Violent Coordinating Committee‘(SNCC).
Northern white student groups formalized their organi-
zations to support the southern movement.

The successes of the student movement threatened
exsitiﬁg Negro leadership and precipitated a spirited
rivalry among civil rights organizations. The NAACP and
SCLC asséciated themselves with the student movement.

The organizing meeting of SNCC at Raleigﬁ, North Carolina,
in Aprilli96o was called by Martin Luther Kind, but within
a year the youth considered King too éautious and broke

with himn,




The NAACP now decided to fake direct action
a major part of its strategy and organized an reacti-
vated college and youth chapters in the Southern and
boarder states. CORE, still unknoﬁn tq the general
public, inétalled James Farmer asg national director
in January, 1961, and that spring joined the front rank

of civil rights organizations with the famous Freedom

Ride to Alabama and Mississippi that dramatized
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the persistence of segregated public transportation. 4
bus~burning.resulted in Alabaha, and hundreds of demon=
strators spent a month or more in Mississippi prisons.
Finally, a new order from the inferstate Commerce Commission
desegregating all interstate transportation facilities
received partial compliance. |

Meanwhile, school integration crept on with diminishing
violence., In 1955, about 134,000 Southern Negro children
attended integrated public schools; nearly half of this
total was in Washington, D.C. In 1965, between 5% and
7.5% of all Negro children in Southern states were going
to school with'white'children. |

Buf with the sustained tension and white resistance to
school integration, including the vioience when the first
Negro, James Méredith, was admitted to the University of
Mississippi in September 1962 (to the accoﬁpanimént of two
deaths and hundreds of inJuries), black counter-resistance

was developing.
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As the direct~action btactics took more drematic form, as the
civil rights groups begen to articulfite the needs of the masses?’
and draw some of them to Their dembnstratins; the protest
movement in 1963 assumed a new note of urgency, a demand for coms
plete "Freedom Now!" Direct action returned to the Northern
cities, taking the form of massive protests againgt économicg
housing and educational inequities, and afresh wave of demon-
strations swept the.South from Cambridge, Maryland, %o Birmingham,
Alabama. Northern Negroes launched street demonstrations against
discrimination in the buillding tfade unions and, the following
winter, school boycotts against de fact segregation.

In the North, 1963 and 1964 brought the beginning of the
wa¥es of civil disorders in Northern urgan centers. In the-
South, - incidents occurred of brutal whilte resistance ﬁto the
civil rights movement, beginning with the murder of Mississippi
Negro leader Medgar Evers and four Negro school girls in a
church in Birminghan, EﬁﬁﬁﬁXﬁiﬁ@xdﬁzgx&ﬁ&xkhﬂxgxﬁﬁﬁﬁxﬁnxkhm

The massive anti=Negro actibns in Birmingham, and numerous
other Southern cities during the spring of 1963, compglled the
nation to face the problem of race prejudice in the Sol th.

President Kennedy affirmed that racial discrimination was a

moral issue and asked Congress for a major eivil rights bill.
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The highest phint in the néﬁ—violent civil rights movement
camlin August of 1963 vhen a quarter of a million people, ‘
20 percent of them white, participdted in a dramatic and
nonviolent March on Washington, which provided a major impetus
forlthe passage of the Uivil Rights Act of 1964. The March
seerd to symbolize both the achievemenis  of the past years
of struggle and new hopes and challenges for the futuré.

In that very same summer, however, black militancy was

boon in fithe South.

G
6




N - THe - 42,,, OF  BLACK vl Tarey
&
é During the past five years, there have been 370
”jg ‘civil rights demonstrations involving more than a million
iy ; ‘ . .
‘é / participants. 80 counter-demonstrations have been held
S? 5 in oppositibn o civil rights demonstrﬁfors and school
*; ' g integration. Congrontation between demonstrators and
? 5 police and between’opposipg prxumk groups has often led
3 5 to violence. Some 200 private acts of violence toward
& f Negaﬁgs and civil rights vorkers have caused more than
- | .
§ : 20 deaths and more than 100 injuries. (These figures are
rfﬁ 'é derived only from those incidents reported in the New York
i Times Index; many others may also have occureedx
%¥$ﬁﬁf” In April of 1963 in Birmingham, Alabama, there begen what
%ﬁf " may be called the first full-scale violent encounter of blacks

and.whites. Seeking integration of such facilities as 1d%h
counters, parks, and swinmning pools,vthe blacks in Birmihgham,
'mosf of them young, were met with water hoses, police dogs,
and other violent acts by poliée and white citizens. The
nunber of demonstrators increased to some 3000 and there were
1000 arrests. The représsiveneSS of the pblice united a
hitherto divided black community in Birmingham. And it
produced perhaps the first major case in which Southern
blacks clashed openly with police since the Second World Var.
From this time on violence deepened’and Spread amohg blacks.
The Birmingham.riots immédiately touched offvriots_in other
‘cities ~- accofding to one estinate, 758 demonstrations in

- the 10 weeks'following the Bifmihgham violence. And in six







The period of optimism bagan to wane with the assassination
of President Kennedy in November, 1963. Still, in 1963-61,
vhe student movement engaged in an effort to draw students into
volunteer and full~time work in the Soﬁthern black belt,
Appalachia, and Northern urban slum areas. By the summer of
196), thousands of students were involved in such activities,
their legitimany bolstered by President Johnson's announcement
of a "war on pewerty." In Mississippi, nearly one thousand
volunteers aided in the effort to build the Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party. ‘

1964 was the year of the COFO Summer Project in Mississippl
and the year in which riots occurred for the first time in
six Northern cities. As sucyb itlwas a year of transition,
in which the earlier moral-confrontation phase overlapped the
riots-as—a~weapon»or§fhreat phase that emefged after Watts.

The COFO project was a hybrid phenomenon, less of a moral‘
cénfrontation than Birmingham, and more of a power play. COFO
(Congress of Federated Organizations) was a loose ad hoc
consoptium fér which established organizations such as the
NAACP and the Urban League footed the bill, while SNCC provided
organizing talent, energy, and a cutting edge. Having noticed
that, in parts of Alsbama and Mississippi, Negroes greatly out-
numbered whites, SNCC theoreticians had'in 1961 mounted a voter
registration campalign which for three years had been frusﬁrated'

by white intimidation, terror, and the threat of economic repri-

sal.
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The 1964 Summer Pfojects masterminded by a disillusioned SNCC Staffé
was presented as a massive effort to get voter registration off
the ground with the aid of large numbers of vacationing white
college students. -

However, COFO's xoompmohyexamdxyaberressonable and liberal
voter registration goal turned out to be & benign cover for a
more ambitious and aggressive SNCC strategy. On one level, the
COFO project consisted of three activities: voter registratioh,
freedom schools, and community centers. The one thousand white
student volunteers were hostages to assure federal supervision
of this work. The grand strategy was to provoke a massive
federal intervention amounting to an.occupation and a "second
effort at reconstruction."

The Mississippﬁi experience was an extraordinary one for

n“L

many of its participants. Three young men were murdered, and

. many others saw at firsthand the character of southern repression.

The Mississ‘pgj summer culminated with the Freedom Democratic
NS e ),\‘ ! A ) -
Party's € rt to unseat the segregationist Mississippi

ST
A
delegation at the Democratic Party National Convention in
Atlantic City.

'The events of that sumer in theySouth led BENCC to a
profound re-evaluvation of its commitment to building a non-
violent grass roots protest movement, since that commitment

depended on the belief that the national authorities would

. be responsive to and supportive of the movement.

P
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1964 wes an electinn year, and in view of the pressures
generated in Mississippi and by the Goldwater candidacy, a. disa-
greement developed among Negro leaders as to how best to
negotiate the latter half of the summero Rather than risk

"cobling it" with an action\progrmm, as in the previous
year's post-Birmingham March on Washington, the leadership
opted for a moratorium on demonstration -- with militants

Farmer (CORE) and Forman (SNCC) dissenting. Under the circim-
stances, the chain of riots which began in Harlen was not
alnogecher unexpected. The new era arrived by what can only

be termed the escalation route. On July 16, 1964, only

two weeks after Congress had passed theCivil Rights bill,

an off-duty policeman in Manhattan éh%jt a 15 year old Negro who
was attacking him with a knife, and in Harlén and Bedford-

Stuyvesant this episode triggered the most serious rioting

7

v
in two decadesbé) Most of the riots in the overlapping

chain that followed the Harlem) riot grew out of a precipitating

incident involving police. Thare-were otHEr FioTtE CRET " EUnier
o R,

j% was SblllLPOSSLbleftO think

in-Rochester-end= sPhifdbadodphts 7

-that these dlsorders were just a single summer's deviation from

the essentially nonviolent efforts of Negroes fo achieve an

equal place in American society.

In August of 1965, however, the Watté riot, in which 34 died,

hundreds were injured and approximately $35 million in property

damage was inflicted, shoqked éll who had been confident that‘




fa¢e relations were improving iﬁ our citieé; end evoked & new mood
in Negro ghettoes across the country. {
The Watts riot had noticeable instmumental overtones: . i
"soul brother" signs, deliberate selective destruction by
fire of white-owned businesses, widespread repqrts of sniper

activity (despite which no one was hit -~ in retrospect, the

reports are called into question in that most were received
after the National Guard arrived and began firing). ' :
e Nevertheless there is no doubt that the McCone Commission

report was correct in denying a political or revolutionary

basis to the Watts disturbance.
During the spring of 1966 the idea that riots were "weapons"

and "rebellions" began to be publicized and to gain popular

acceptance. Black militants were just beginning to think about Wv}

the subject. The "weapon" and "rebellion" characteristics of
Watts were ex post facto rationalizations.
ugfm«*'Conversion of the riot threat into political power proved

to be just as slow and agonlizing a process as the earlier
o

nonviolent campaigns.

The.Jushification for ng on this aspecl.ol

Tocus1

o

.
7]
(4-
S
)

admittedly .manyr-dimensioned..conflict by sinmretrospect,

'1ﬁfhaé*ﬁ?8€€a“£d“ﬁé“dﬁé°df‘tﬁbéé”wavééwofwﬁhewfutune. By 1968,
a survey of Negro attitﬁdes would jhow a substantialipostitive
response to the question "Is Violence NecesSary?".particularly‘
among the prime rioﬁ populatibn: young Negro males in Nortﬁern‘

cities. Many Negroes were arriving at the conclusion




militant intellectuals had advanced two years earlier., It

tooka yYear and a half for militant ‘black intellectuals to formulate
I

et W

the riot "message" themselves. It woe: ==take two yearé more
for their self-fulfilling prophesies of 1966 to be ratified by
the rank and file,

1966 was, in terms of’actual riots, anomalously less violent
than one would have been led to expect by extrapolatiﬂg the
tread of the three preceding years. An early straw in the wind had
been a reshuffle in the SNCC high command which occurred in the
early. spring. John Lewis, who hdd been identified since the
beginning of SNCC with nonviolence as a "philosophy" and a "way
of life," was voted out in favor of Stokely Carmichael, who was

I}

n record as favoring nonviolence "as a tactic," that is, only

for aslong as it worked, being prepared to renounce it pragmaticaleW}

i%yan alternative approach looked more promising. Under
Carmichael, HNCC formally and deliberately disassociéted iﬁself
from the civil rights movement's traditional commitment to
nonvioience, taking up a position on the leftward militant
fringe. (A virtually 1dentlca1 le”*ward shift was repeated

Wf e

17
in 1962%2 ap Brown t& over from Cafmlchael with the latter

on his way to Havana and Hanoi,) CORE, whe?” it elected Floyd
McKissick, also moved some distance leftward by refusing to denounc:
categorically the previous year's Watts'riots. - The racial
situation picked up an ominous head of s% taam through Lhe month

of May. Hzwomon, (on June 6, ﬁames Meredith, who had

started on a lone trek from Mcmphls to Naﬁchez -~ guarded by local




police who were in turn supervised by the FBI -- wag shot.,

The outraged reaction was instanteneous and acu%fe.' Gglvanized
by . the Merediﬁh incident, the congervative Negro leadership
quickly organized an extended march along the routli Meredith

vas to have taken. The march la§Fed almost a month, pursuing
Ty i
J

a leasurely pace and taking tnqegfor detours ef the original

itinerary. Meredith's injuries proved not to be seriuvus, so that
he was able to rejoin the march after two weeks, wekl before it
terminated.

Although there were five fairly serious racial disturbances

during tl» summer of 1966, one had the distinct impression of

coasting through the summy poired on the brink of disaster.




“inspired as much by nihilist rhetoric and threat of urban guerrills

o O ,
1966 demonstratedAthat.:n»e&f"k threat can be

comparable in its effect to actusl violence, Whatever

the inspiration for it, the strategic innovation of 1967

was the extfavagant behavior of Stokely‘Carmlchael and Rap
Brown, who, starting where the spring 1966 "just war"
proclamations left off, escalated the riot threat beyond the
limits of credibility. While Brown kep%the home fires burning
verbally, Carmichael_traveled to Havana, Hanoi and Moscow,
incorporating the dogmss of Egantz Fanan, Castroite antio
American elements, and the Viet Cong (%he enemy of my enemy

is my frienés guerilla precepts into a "Third World Uber
Alles" melange. A surrealistic aﬁra has surrounded this e?isode
in retrospect bécause of the Department of Justice's
willingness to let bygones bz vygones, rather than to martyr
Carmichael and his corrspondingly equable demeaner,

Although there is no way of determining objectively the
effect of these threafening geétures, the intent<behénd then
is reasonably clear: leave no stone unturned in credtlng the
most threatening posture imaginable. ‘

Two assumptions underly the following accoutit: The extravas=
gant speeches and behavior of Carmichael and Brown amplified the
psychological effeét of the 1967 riots, whi%e the-riotsA~~ and
especially the reports of organized guerrllla warfare -- lent
credibility 4o their rhetorlc in a sort of regeneratlve symb iosiso

The heightened sense of urgency that emerged in 1967 was therefors

warfare as by actual riots.
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February 2§, 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR THE COMMISSIONERS

We have sent to you under separate cover the latest draft

of the Report of the Task Force on Violent Aspects of Protest

24

and Confrontation. It will be discussed, along with the Report
of the Task Force on Individual Acts of Violence, at the
Commission meetings on March 7, 8 and 9.

The Report contains an excellent analysis of how the anti-
war, student and black militant protest movements have developed
and of how these groups look at the social institutions they
are challenging. It also contains a provocatlve analysis of
"white militancy" and of police attitudes toward protesting
groups -~ subjects also covered from otherp viewpoints in the
Task Force Report on Asgassinations and the expected Report on
Law and Law Enforcement, respectively.

In forwarding the report, however, I wish to record my
dlsagreement with the recommendation made to the Commission in
Professor Skolnick's concluding chapter. The central thesis of
this chapter appears to be that the only effective response to
vielent protest is the speedy adoption of soeial reforms,
presumably those reforms the protesters advocate, and that to
accompany these reforms with measures of Improved social control

to prevent or punish the violent aspects of the protest ame 4La)

undesirable and self-defeating.

BEST AVAILABLE COPY
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With all respect to Professor Skolnick and the force of
his arguments, his thesis in my view ignores the evidence that
violent protest has been employed as a tactiec not only by those
seeking "good" social reforms, but also by the Nazis, the
Communists and other totalitarian groups seeking reforms that
would destroy basic values of our soclety. It ignores the
danger that a tolerant attitude toward violent conduct aimed
at achleving "good" sccial reformﬁ&ay encourage violent conduct
aimed at achieving "bad" social reforms, or at preventing the
"good" reforms from taking place. In the present context, for
example black militants and white militants may engage in
violenﬁ protest to achieve preclsely opposite goals.

Accordingly, despite the risks Professor Skolnick mentions,
I would urge the Commission to recommend the response to violent
forms of protest that combines more effective control over the
violent conduct with the adoption of those sccilal reforms that

the majority can be persuaded to accept as necessary to assure

the fairness and Justice of the social order for all. ?
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LEON JAWORSKI

BANK OF THE SOUTHWEST BLDG.
HousToN, TExAas 77002

March 10, 1969

§ Re: Drafts on "Radical Black Militancy" !
? and "White Extremism and White . |
| Militancy" . !
’ Dear Lloyd:

X The one most important basic change I f
E strongly recommend in the two above captioned .
drafts relates to a restructuring and restatement ki j

of the Commission's unalterable stand on acts of :
violence that flow from such militancies. In my P o
view, this stand of the Commission is neither to e |
be buried in the body of a chapter nor is it to ‘
be watered down. It is not to be stated in an i
apologetic manner or clouded by excuses. On the i

- contrary, it is to be boldly stated and firmly . ; _
put without the slightest appearance of pussy- ;
footing. Any implied justifications of violence | ‘
or conduct productive of violence will be as fatal v
to our report as were these intimations in the
Kerner Report.

You heard Congressman McCulloch's states-
manlike comment. Although a member of the Kerner
Commission, he forthrightly recognizes the mistake
inherent in this report. I have heard it said time |
and again by men in high places and in lesser places
that the persuasiveness of this great work was lost
on a large segment of the public because of the
very failure, implication and omission to which I
allude.

I would suggest that at a prominent place
at the beginning of the report (it is worthy of a
"box") and again in this chapter,we state in plain
and unmistakable terms that we condemn unequivocally
all forms of violence of contemporary radical
militancy (to use the words appearing on page 19
of the draft), whether white or black; similarly




2'

that we condemn all radical militancy productive
of violent conduct.

It will do little good to say this if
we, in subsequent portions of the text, "water
it down" by statements that impliedly excuse
such conduct or offer some germ of justifica-
tion for it. The point we should always preserve
is that such conduct is unlawful and that unless
we say this "loud and clear", we may well do more
harm than good, especially with those individuals
and groups we hope to persuade to the adoption of
better attitudes and the acceptance of better
practices.

Although you have heard my views stated
before, I must record that I feel equally as
strong on acts of civil disobedience resulting
in the spawning of violent conduct. There is no
middle ground on matters so vital to the preserva-
tion of the rule of law.

I need not explain to you -- because you
know my views, but others may read this who do not
-- that I am as ashamed of our nation's failures
to which we allude in other portions of the drafts
of our report and which other reports have cited,
but I am confident that my fellow Commissioners
will agree that under our democracy violence and
other forms of lawlessness can never be accepted
as the remedy.

You are familiar with other observations
I made in our session on Saturday relating to the
repeated condemning of the entire South in toto
(pages 11, 34 and other pages) and you indicated
at the meeting that there would be no problem in
restating these comments.

I want to join our Chairman in urging
the avoidance of so many quotations from the
Kerner Commission, Crime Commission and other
reports. To be sure, we can allude to some of
their findings, but I urge that we be creative
and original. To illustrate, I find the second
recommendation appearing on Page 76 of the Black
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Militancy draft, lifted from the Kerner Report,
undesirable. If we are not careful, our Report
will be described as largely a rehashing of the
Crime Commission and Kerner Commission Reports.

You will recall I also mentioned the
danger of citing quotes from Carmichael and
Brown without adding our strong condemnation of
such attitudes. Also, I pointed to the danger
of using other quotes without making it clear
that these are merely references and not findings
of the Commission. The draft reads very well,
but to me it is more like a Saturday Evening Post
article than a Commission report. 1In the latter,
as you well know, extreme care must be exercised
to identify the pronouncements of the Commission
as distinguished from the preachments of those
who engage in violence and unlawful conduct.

Below I make a few additional observa-
tions:

The draft contains generalizations and
implications of the existence of general condi-
tions throughout the country that need explana-
tion. To illustrate, the situation you cite as
existent in Chicago (page 8 of the Black
Militancy draft) would not be a fair statement
as to Houston, Texas where dissimilar conditions
obtain. In Houston, as well as in other parts
of the country, there are available only a few
~- relatively few -- qualified Negroes to fill
official positions. Men of the caliber of
Judge Leon Higginbotham of Philadelphia or
Judge James Parsons of Chicago and women of’
the intellect of Ambassador Harris ever so
rarely appear on the scene. I readily admit
that this is due largely to the lateness of
educational opportunities afforded Negroes in
some of our higher educational institutions,
but whatever be the reason, there exists a dearth
of qualified Negroes for these offices at the
present time. The situation should be vastly
improved in time. I think this needs to be pointed
out.

I think we are vulnerable in some of

the sweeping statements made on page 1 of White
Militancy and Extremism. Neither has the Indian,
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the Mexican, the Puerto Rican nor the Chinaman
become assimilated "into the society". There
are many Mexican communities in the southern
and western part of our state, for example, and
in many localities these people have suffered
discriminations as serious as those experienced
by the Black Americans.

On page 18 of the White Extremism and
White Militancy draft, I believe that the last
sentence in the first paragraph needs some re-
composition, lest it be understood that implied
approval is being given to "civil disobedience -~
and perhaps even violence". 1In the first sentence
of the following paragraph, there may well have
been some exceptions. The sentence leaves the
impression that there had been no effort made to
prosecute, and I am afraid that this is too broad
a statement.

I believe that further research will
disclose that in the 1920 to 1930 decade, there
was substantial Ku Klux Klan activity in the
North as well as in the South. It so happened
that while in my teens I lived at a locality of
some 60,000 inhabitants where every single office
holder was a Klansman. So overwhelming pro-
Klan was the populous that all running on the
Klan ticket were elected by a two to one majority.
I had firsthand knowledge of their shameful misdeeds,
their intimidations and their violent acts, some of
which were horrendous. I well recall, however, that
while on a visit to Gettysburg on my twentieth birth-
day, I saw a tremendous assembly of Klansmen in
Pennsylvania —-- on parade.

I should also like to comment upon the
draft on "Anti-War Protest and Violence". I
assume from the title that the discussion was to
relate to violence that has emanated from protests
against the Vietnam War. The draft, however, be-
gins to discuss the Chicago situation where, I
think, we begin to embark on dangerous ground.
Personally, I am not willing to refer to the
Chicago Report by leaving implications of agree-
ment with the summary. I think that parts of
the Chicago Report are couched in misleading
terms and we should be forthright enough either to
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say so, or at least to make it clear that we

are not placing a stamp of approval on the
deductions drawn by the author. I am fully

and wholeheartedly in accord with all comments
that point to the illegality and danger of the
use of excessive force by the police and how
violence can result from such improper conduct.
Perhaps in the Saturday afternoon discussion,
which unfortunately I had to miss, you reached
some appropriate accord on the treatment of this

chapter.

Frankly, there is much in the Anti-
War Protest chapter that I believe should better
be left unsaid. If there is to be a chapter
going into the detail the present draft has done,
it should be made clear on page 8 of the draft
that the Vietnam War was inherited by Lyndon
Johnson. As it now reads, one might easily
conclude that after having been elected as the
"peace candidate", he involved this country in
the Vietnam War. In addition, I am not at all
certain that it is historically correct to say
that "Americans felt they had elected the peace
candidate in Lyndon Johnson".

It was good to see you again, and I
look forward to our next meeting. In the mean-
time, I send my best regards.

Sincerely yours,

Zw/«//

Lloyd N. Cutler, Esquire
Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering
900 - 17th Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20006
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NOTES ON BLACK STUDIENT PROTEST

By

James ¥, Short, Jr.

In an effort to round out the treatment of black student
protest Tor the Commission T have recenlly consulted with a
number of pecple who have had special experience in this

area and have eéxamined data from sources not previously

tapped by the Commission Task Force.
David Riesman has been my primary consultant and I
attach copies of my corvespondence with him on this subject

(Appendix A)o What follows is a first attempt to bring

together the thoughts expressed in my communications with
Riesman and others and new data based principally on a papex

made available to me by James H. Laue, Community Relations

Service, United States Department of Justice. The paper
clearly is marked, "not for quotation or circulation”, and

so should be viewed as a confidential document pending

clearance with Dr. Laue for its use. Discussions with otherx

consultants, and access to other dalba may be expected to inform

the issué further in a few days.

i

Black Studenﬁ Movement

t"Black Student Movement" is a poorly written report of a

badly analyzed study by Alphonso_Gaskins, under the supexrvision

and sponsorship of the Community Relations Serwvice, United States




During the summer of 1968 Gaskins

Department of Justice.

interviewed leaders (defined as elected officers) of 13 black

student organizations on 11 campuses. These organizations,

their age, institutions, racial composition of the institutions,

and institutional location are listed in Table 1. The age of

the orgahization (ranging from 3 months to 3 years) speaks to

the recency of the movement. The fact that more than one

organization was studied in each of two predominantly black
institutions suggests that the movement is not of ome mind on

those campuses. Unfortunately, the author does not address this

issue and his interpretation stresses consistency of goal
orientation and tactics rather than fundamental division within

the -movement. Regretably, also, responses are not presented in

such a manner as to allow the reader to determine their relation
to the four—fold research design upon which tﬂe study was based.

- An effort was made to study institutions in each of the following
categories: 1) public and predoﬁinantly blaok; 2)_public and

predominantly white, 3) priﬁate and predominantly black, L)

private -and predominantly white. Central State and South Carolina

State fall in the first category, Wisconsin, North Carolina State,
San Francisco State, and Rutgers in the second, Shaw and Howard

in the third, and Stanford, Northwestern, and Emory in the fourth.

"Black Student Movement", Community
U. S. Department of Justice, unpublished

1. Alphonso Gaskins,

Relations Service,
manuscript, 1968.




. Table 1-

A PROFILE OF THE BLACX STUDENT ORCANIZATIONS STUDIED

University or College Predominantly

Nome of Orranization
’ . Whife or Black
Uzity for Uni§F ~ Central State Univs P. B,
Black Ordor of I year Central State Univ. P, B,
- Revolutionary Emancipation
Concerned Piack People - 1 year Univ, of Wisconsin P, W, Madison, Wise, | :
Congress for the Unity ' 3 monthe Shaw University P, B, ~ Raleigh, N, G,
of Blaclk Students - ‘ '
' . : s e |
Afro-American Society 1 year ] Shaw Univeregity P.B. . Raleigh, N, -C,
Ujameea ! year Howard University | - P.B, ’ : Washington,
Do Co ¢
. ..‘:’v_v ' . ‘ N . - v - . . i
Society for Afro-American 1 vyear North Carolina Siate - P, W, v Raleigh, N, G,
Culture- ' - Univercity '
Black Hwarenese 9 monthe South Carolina Siate 2. B, Orangcbu:f&n
Coordinating Committce . 8 G,
Black Student Union ' 2 years San Francisco State , P, We Spn F Tancisco, ;
B ' California
Blach Exxdent Uhlon 2 years Stanford Umiversity PoWo - Palo Aleo,
J.A ’:. ) .\ . - . - A -~ - L N o - . -
I




A PROFILE OF THE BLACK STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS STUDIE

’ - - -Predominantly
Name of Organization Age University or College White or Black Location
FMO Black Student \ year Northwestern University PV, Evansten,
Alliance - Diinois
! Black Student Alliance 3 months Iivory University Pow, : Atlanta,
. Georgia
i ~ N . - . . . - .
Student Afro-American ! vear, RFutyers University P, W, New Bruns-
Society " 2 months wick, N.J,




Gaskins does not say how many interviews he conducted,

He does say that 31% of his interviews were conducted on

public, predominantly black campuses, another 31% on public,

predominantly white campuses, 15% at private, predominantly
black institutions, and 23% at their white counterparts. He
mentions, also, that despite the fact that he is bléék, he
experienced difficulty establishing his credibiiity since he
was working for the Departmeﬁt of Justice. Further, interviews
could not be conducted on five'campuses‘originally chosen:

the organization at Lincoln University in‘Oxford, Pennsylvania,
was found‘to‘be inactive during the summer months; "at two of
the originally designated schools (Bishop College in Dallas,
Texas, and Texas Southern University in Houston), black stﬁdent

organizations were elther not welcomed on campus or were removed;

and on two campuses (Wilberforce University, Wilberforce, Ohio,

-and Columbia University, New York City), the interviewer was

unable to conduct an interview." Despite these problems there
is a good deal of interest in the study. The following is my
attempt to put together the data presented, their interpretations

By Gaskins, and relevant commentary from other consultants.

.

Organizational Goals
Organizational goals were conceptualized in terms of the

promotion of black awareness and identity (7 organizations) .

and, by the remaining 6 organizations, various.blaék student.

issues, e.g., black student unity, communication, social

Gaskin interprets these

organization, and a black curriculum.




oals and reasons for organizing as "consistent" amon re—
; P

dominantly black and predominantly white dinstitutions but he

notes that:

"Black students at predominantly black institutions seem
to have organized basically, to remove the apathetic
"hangup" on their campus, to initiate academic changes
at their institution, and to confront discriminatory
practices in the community that surrounds their university
or college. Black students at predominantly white in- ‘
stitutions seem to have organized to make their institution ! ' i
more relevant to black students, to make themselves aware

| . of "who they are."
| j

d .. While the data are not presented in such a manner as to allow

direbt confirmation, the latter interpretation appears to be

i
f
i
i

consistent with .observations by David Reisman, James Conyers,

Edgar Epps, Peter Rose, and others (seé Reismant!s letter, dated

Janﬁary 9, 1969)that there is a great deal of variation among

black students in their protest activity. The older, state

institutions tend to be more vocationally oriented and con-

servative, perhaps even "Uncle Tom" in perspective. Hence,

student protésts might be expected to be directed to change of

these more traditional institutional trapings. Thus, a respondent

from Unity for Unity, at Central State UhiVersity stated that the
organization was formed "to bring the struggle of black people

to C.S.U." Black identity and unity in the midst of a milieu’

dominated by whites emerge as primary concerns on predominantly

white campuses. The Student Afro-American Society of Rutgers

University was formed in part at least "to promote black unity

and awareness," and at Northeastern University the FMO Black




Student Alliance replied to this question, "basically, to increase

communication among black students in an environment that was
hostile to that." Organizational goals change, however, and
most of these students are aware of this fact and anticipate

change., Approximately one-third of the respondents indicated

that future goals "would probably depend on the national scene,"

a clear indication of their identification with and sensitivity

to events beyond the campus.

James Conyers, a young black sociologist at Indiana State

University, speaks eloguently regarding these matters. Both

he and Edgar Epps, of Tuskegee, cited the higher level of
sophistication of black students on northern white campuses,
on the one hand, compared to the more rural and southern back-

ground of the majority of students at many predominantly black

southern schools. Conyers writes:

"In addition to differences welated to ecology I think that
the nature and range of demands by black students on white
campuses in Tthe North is different from those of blacks on
black campuses. In general the former group wants more
black students, more black professors, administrators,
office space for blacks in student unions, black couches,
black curriculum, etc.,, as if black students on Negro
campuses have always had most of these demands as a
condition of history and segregation. Black students on
black campuses are concerned about the relevance of the
black college as a community agent of change, i.e.,
relevance to the black community. Certainly they also
want "blackness" in curriculum, but they are more concerned
about the "tyrannical" and "colonized" manner in which black
institutions are run. They want a free black university,
not a university with indulging white-board members, who act
as if they are overseeing a plantation, as if black students
are inferior through the maintenance of archaic programs and
procedures -~ a simple staying function with little movelty

RN -~




It seems to me that many of the young black

or boldness,
faculty members and students are beginning to come to these

types of conclusions or judgements., Many blacks I have

talked to about black colleges are not raising the questions

so many whites raise about whether Negro colleges are good
enough for w