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INTEREST AND ARGUMENT OF THE
AMICUS CURIAE

The aticus curiae has preferred to make its position
known to this Honorable Court in its own words. Coun-
sel, in filing this brief, therefore presents verbatim the
following statement of the at icus, the Church of God in
Christ, Mennonite. This describes the interest of the
amicu s and also its argumlent as friend of the Court.
Since it states these more directly thatI counsel can, it is
hoped, and respectfully submitted that, this should be
deemed compliance with Supreme Court Rule :36:

"The Church of God in Christ, Mennonite, is a body
of Christian believers, identified as a denomination of
M einionites with app roxin ately sevl thoIisand seven i hun-
dired meIlers in the Untld States, who live in about 65
congregations in 21 states. Headquarters are in Mound-
ridge, Kansas. Many of our present day members are
descendants of Anabaptist )eople who in the past lived in
various European c(Oulntrie. There is iII (uir CociosCui(S1eSs

a strong sense of an often torturous history, in which our

predecessors passed thro ugh periods of extreme hardship
and suffering, a history that inluld1(Ies the records of many
m artyrs who10) su ftered1 for those tenets that still constitute
our confession of faith.' A notable featuIe of our church

1. Dring.l the 16th c'enury '2,50{) MennflOnliteS wee seIItCiced1

to e(athi ini the courts of law for religipons reasons in the Nether-

lands ai B(eimu, and executed. of whom about a third were

women. About 5,)O) brethreni were put to (.eaIth in Switzerland
andul snrrounding territories fro 1525)-I535. WeQ would relate in
this also to earlier evangelical grolips, such as the WValdenses,
who esp5)eCially after the in(llisitiol was5 instituted, suffered martyr-
d)mn on a terrifyingl seale, as they in general confessed the samne

religious prn ciples as the later Mcennoites. and whom we eon-

sider forernIners of the same.

(1i)
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history is that of a church in a migratory status, migrating
from one place, or nation, to another in search of religious
consideration or toleration, a defenseless people looking
for a place to be.r This has left within us an extremely
high regard for religious liberty. We consider the re-
ligious liberty that this nation concedes as possil)y its
greatest virtue. Any threat to this causes quick and deep
concern with us.

"In the case of Bob Jones Unirersity1 r. United States,
in the opinion of The United States Court of Appeals for
the Fourth District, it appears that a tenet of religion has
been considered unaccep~talle because of 'public policy',
and tax exemption deniedd on that basis. This would in-
dicate an erosion of religious liberty as a religious belief
is lbein g subordinated to 'public policy'. This is the cause
for our concern.

"If a religious institution can be denied tax exemption
on the basis indicated, because they believe interracial
dating to be unscriptural, where would be the limits to
such applications, or to what other conclusions can this
be carried?

In our religious practices we make no provision for
ratingg whatsoever: we have many practices that are not
according to popular concepts. What would keep IRS
from deciding that that offends' public policy anl with-
draw tax exeml)tion? The fact that the specific objections

2. Already in the 16th century mnigra tion emerges as a re-
sponse5 amn Anlabaptist Miennionites because of religious per-
secution. Often the moves took place between difefeelt places in
Switzermld. Germany anC the Netherlands. The first emigratioi
of Mennonites to the United States was in 1683. There was a
large migration of Mennonites to Russia from Prussia and Danzig
beginning in 1788, this time causee of intolerance toward con-
sCientionts objection to bear arms. Ini 1873 another large rigra-
tiol of these Mennonites was effected when abont 18,000(U of them
left Russia for the U.S. and Canada.
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indicated in the Bob Jones c. United States case are not

applicable does not quiet our concern regarding the pos-
sible results or conclusions of this decision. What impli-

cations are there in it for a church such as ours?' For in

our understandLillg we are ever in opposition to the 'world',

The very message and nature of the gospel of Christ pre-

determine this 2
"The question of tax exemption is important, l)lt

what wVould limit this decision to tax exemption , alld keel)

it from )eing applied to questions more important, for

certainly there are considerations much more vital to us

than tax exemption. The tremendous stress that we have

faced and face when we find ourselves in conflict l)etween
the wil of secular government and what we nlldnerstand

as the will of God constitutes one of the most difficult
aspects of our religious experience.

"Our faith and understanding of scripture enjoin re-

spect anLd ol)elience to the secular governments under

which we live. We recognize them as institutions estah-

1is1e1 by God for order in society. For that reason alone,

without the added stresss of punitive action for failure

to (o so, we always exercise ourselves to be cO1m1)lCetely

law abiding. Our religious beliefs, however, are very

leplv held. When these beliefs collide with the demands

of society, our hli hest allegiance must be toward God,

3. 'It we speak the \visdomr o~f Godl lin a mys-tery, ' even t he

hidden wisdom, which God ordained before tihe world un to our

;lory, whib nlone of the p)rirces5 of this world knew, for htal they

known it, they would not have crucified the I .ord1 of lory' (I

Cor. :2:7 & 8).

4, Our most difficult experiencece in this in recenIt times was in

WVorld W\ar I, when 'ounn me'n of non-resistant faith were con-

scriptel anl sent to army c amps w\'ithollt provision for their con-

scientiols objection. A nIiuber faced court martial anmd received

prison sentence"'

to)Ml :y. , " t..,,.: q..:y ._13Y.x_+ . 'rr-... ., ..A.A+4 ̂ .SN t4l X u. ry. .. .....mrtr'ti[ < .r4 .....
_ '__Ri .s, ,, ....
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and we must say with men of God of the past, 'WVe must

obey God rather than men and these are the crisis from

which we would be spared.
It is in that concern that we adlress ourselves to this

t ;reat court. We believe that ;od has )esse(d inl a vcry

special way, the nI)I consideration towVar( sinccr ree-

I.ion[ Co'victio)ns that this nation hIs extended . W\e sug-

gest that this is poss ibly the greatest factor iI its pros-

)e'ity. We b believe its prosper ty in the futlure will have

muci relation to the continuation of these traditional con-

siderations, andl urIge that it lay' be Sc).

" Oumr inten;e iesire, or continual prayer is that this

nation m1' continueO to enjoy the protection and blessin

of Almijuhty God. that it may ever he a safe place where

Peoi)e such as we may hve a place to life and scr)eb

ouit the will of God for us in tranquility."

5. Acts 5:29.
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CONCLUSION

For all of the foregoing reasons, the Church of .;od in

Christ, Mlenonite respectfully urges this Court to grant

the Petition for Writ of Certiorari brought by Petitioner

Bob) Jones Lniversity.

I)ATED: JULY 30, 1981 iRespecthully snubm1flittel,
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