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‘T COLORED METHODISTS.

Y BISHOP B, W, ARNETT, D,D.,
Of tho Afrlean Mothodlst Eplacopal Church,

‘T'ho Methodists of Americn are under lusting obliga.
tion to the Irish and the Negro. The first sermon wag
preached by an Irishman, and tho first class organized in
Now York was composed of Irish and Negroes, In all
tho history of the Church in this country the Negroes
and Methodists have been warm friends ; for when thore
was no ono to look after the moral and religions interest
of the Negro, the Methodist took the Good Bamuritan's
part and took him up and gave him a placo in the Church
of the Living God,

It was the tirst to ordain him in Christian ministry,
and recognized his manhood, Thomus Coke was an
emancipationist; he dined with George Washington and
preaented to the Father of his Country a petition for the
universal emancipation of the sluves, Washington said
that he was in favor of tho decument, and would do all
he could to hasten thedny., Butas to the relation of the
Negro and tho Methodist;; the Negro hus been connected
with BEaglish Methodism since November, 1758, when
John Wesley baptized Sir Nathaniel Qilbort and his two
slavo womon in Wardsworth, Tho Uovernor and the
two slaves roturned to the West Indies, und thero they
organized tho first clnss and sowed thusced of Methodism
in tho Antilles, Sir Nathaniel beenmo a loenl preacher,
and for o number of years preached to the slaves on the
plantation, 1Ie died and left tho cluss in tho hands of
those two women, Thus thoy were the first to hold
office in Western Methodism,

At the organization in New York, “Bettle,” the Africun
servant, was present; at Sam'’s Creek Aunt Annie
8Switzerattonded with Strawbridgoe, John Charleston was
tho firat convert in Asbury Crenshaw’s Sundny-school,
He became a local preachor, removed to Obio, joined the
A, M, E. Church, died in 1838, in Dittsburg, Penn,
Pompoy Moor was o pioneer in Tennessee, o had the
firet camp meeting in the territory of Misgigsippi, It was
Unole 8imon who revealed the burial place of the pioneer
missionary to Tenncssee, It was John Stewart who was
the John-the-Baptlst to the Wyandotte Iudiaus, Daniel
Coker organized the A, M, E. Church on the ship

¢ Blizabeth,” on the firet trip to Liberia, Richard Allen
was the first man ordained by Asbury, and became the
first Negro Bishop of America,

The specific work of the dietinctive Colored organiza.
tions has been and is and ever will bo a neceesity until
the Christiane of this country learn to treat every man
as o brother, The speclal work is as follows ;

1. To organize the moral religious forces,

2. To encourage the organization of social efforts, and
of mulual aid, benevolent and charitable efforts of the
race,

8. To support the commercial, agricultural and finan-
cinl efforts of the race,

4, To train the members in the laws of business and
parliamentary practice in trustee and offlcial boarde,

6. To give them practice in the application of the prin.
ciples of government in developing and maintaining in.
stitutions for the elevation of the race.

6. To give an opportunity to show by example what
it is possible for the Negro to do for himself and others.

7. Tostand as a living protest against caste in the
Church, at tho sacramental table and in the ministry,

8. To give opportunity to individuals to grow ard de-
velop into full rounded men, mentally, morally, socially
and religiously, To teach some how to organize and
how to command,

U, To give lessons of accountability, How to collect,
how to spend and account for monoy, lHow to hold
office of trust, honor and emolument, How to arrange
tho tenure of oftice.

10, To teach the rnco how t5 oboy, honor and respect
one of their own members, and how to select race lead-
ers. It mnkes them familiar with the necds of the race
und elements of raco clevation.

11. To increase in tho young men and women race
pride,
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Number of itinerant proachers couevveevirierivecarirererese 4,262
Nuambhor of local prenchers, ,.... vees 14,678
Number of full members, . e 407,850
Number of probationers,,,, e srevvesenens 20,427

Total membershiph,vvuiiiininninieiserivesaninoneenes BI2,004

The increase of membership of the Church lust year
was very large, There were great revivals in each of
the Ipiscopal districts,

Tho Bishops report that the moral, educational and
finunciul condition of the people is improving, aud that
the ministers are bearing aloft tho standard of Chrie-
tinn educution and temperance earnestly, ns never before,
The peoplo throughout the Church are awnke to the
subject of the elevation of the race; o strong sentiment
in fuvor of an educaled and tralved ministry is mani.
feated in tho petition from almost overy congiegation.
Ono congregation said ¢ ¢ Bishop, if you cannot send us
sunlight send us moonlight, for we must have lightin the
pulpit.” The neccessions were over fifty thousand mem-
bers 3 some of them are the most intelligent in the com-
munities in which they live,

The number of church buildings, 4,425 ; valuation,
$8,2060,000. Tho pareonages have improved this year ; we
have 1,250 valuation cstimated at $025,000, Weo never
had such a revival in inereasing homes for the ministers
us wo have hed this year, Oneof the finest parsonages
in the connection is that of St. Paul A, M, E. Church of
St. Louis, Mo,

‘T'he Church schools were never fn a better condition
thun at this Ume, The Morrise Brown College, of Ate
lanta, Ga., bullt a new wing last year, and had a full
attendance, Bishop Urant organized a theological
school, and it has a large number in attendance,

The Paul Quinn, Wuco, Texas, in chargoe of President
Keeling, mude some fmprovements, and Blshop Lee
orgunized a theological echool, and theRev. Mr, Demby
has been put in charge of the eame,

The J. P, Campbell College, of Vicksburg, Mise., is
moving on, and had enrolled 200 pupile, The glit ot
1,083 acres of Innd by C. P. Huntington was a godsend
to the school. The Rev, 1. T. Montgomery, the Presi-
dent, is doing much to cairy on the educational work in
Mississippl,

Wilberforce University, the oldest of our schools and
oldest distinet school under the control of the Negroes in
the United States, was organized in 1850 by the M, E,
Church, sold to the A. M, 1. Church in 1803, for $10,000,
and April 14th, 1805, it was burned to the ground. But
it wns rebnilt by the aid of the Freedmen's Burcau and
the United States Congress,

Tho State of Obio organized a Normal Department
here in 1887, and has built & fine building for its pupils,
Tho Payne Theologlcal Seminary is located here, and is
doing good work,

The United States Government has eatablished a Mili-
tary Department, and Licutenant Alexander was detailed
to fill tho professorship of this department, He died
after o short slny among us, Licutenant Young has
chargo of the- * Arnett Guards,” which number 110
young men,

The Rev, 8, T. Mitchell has been president 10 years
and s at present, His average attendance is 148 pupila,
Average business transactions, $15,080,84,

Allen University, at Columbia, 8, C,, {8 at work finish-
{og the New Hall, which will accommnodate a great many
young women,
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Edward Walera College. Jacksonville, Fia , {s prospers
ing under Prrafdent Jno, R, Sqott,

THE FINANCIAL STATUS OF THE A, M. K. CHURCH FOR THR
YEARS 1803 AND 1894,

ALIRISLOPIAL SUPPOTL ovvevvrerssneensss seeees  $063,788 00

Dollar money, J. I, ATMSLIONE seesreress e 6870 76

Missfonary Departmeont, W. B, Derricks. 17,887 12
Church Extonslon, C, T, Shafter........ 10817 04
Publishing Department, J, C, Embry, . 18,035 00
Hundny'sohool Unlon. 0,8, Smuh Certeeruaeens o 17280 12

pplics, by sch [TTTTTRON . 70,920 0O
Educatlonn] institutions, general expenses... 60,24 W

Building, keneral expenses and locat trustees........ 85,000 0D

Grand total raised by the Church...... .....$1,818,818 13

For goneridl purposes, by 860018, .vvveuivrueisnne.., 800,234 60
Amount fortransporting children toand from rchools

at 100 1n11es IBtANCO. evvveriirereinrircrrarrisonsees 50,000 00
Amount from books und Incldentals, at $5 each...... 25,630 00
Amount from boarding, at $8 per month each.. . 80,640 00
Amount from clothlng, at $10 per month each........ 61,100 00

TOtAl cieviirrenninrannrissasssniees snesecees, $204.204 60
Thus it will be seen that the totul wmoncy spent by
members and friends of the A. M, E. Chureh for two
items, church and schoal, was $1,484,784.18. Thls i3 the
loweat estimato for every item where wo have not tho
reported figures at hand,
TIE COLORED M, E. CHURCH,

Blshop L. H, Holsey says: We have tfive Bishops, and
pay $2,000 each per annum ; one paper aud a publishing
interest, and pay Biok Agent aund Editor $1,000 and
$1,200 respectively per year. The publishing interest is
worth $10,000,

BTATISTICS FOR 1808 OF COLORED M. K. CHURCH [N AMENICA,

‘Traveling preachors...... 1,224
Iocal preachers,. 2,854
Mombers. veevrrririvricnannas 128,817
Infanta baptized.,ocieiiiinniniiiinnnines 6,527
Adults baptized,,.. 10,084
Bunday.8ch0018...c000ieiiiersenssncnnes 1,885
Sunday-schonl teachers nml ofllcers, . 8,677
Kunday-schaol scholurg 08,923
Churches reported, 8,072
Value (supposed)... .$1,000.000
Annual Income,...oues iaiien sl a2
fKaohools of learaing....... 4
BludemlB..oeviesennninronanssnerinnss . 750
Value of schiool property, ** leuwmenls ".... $25,000

Tolal valuoc of schoo! proporty....oeererrnnes
Domeatio MmIBAONB.cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitin 8,000

Exhorters reported as members,  Probationers not 1e-
ported.

THE A, M. E. Z10N CHURCH.
PABIOFA. ccovriurrrrinenniiniesssernncisitiontosiiirennennaneg 8,650
local preachera and oxhortera,
Mombera and prohationers,
Adberenttiiiiiesecseseeses
Bunday-echiools, . .o,
OMcers and teachers, ..
| LT 111 T
Churches,cesuveieiicenns
Valuation of property...........

The Chu'ch is dotng much for the increass of onluca-
tion, It has five schools: the largest is the Liv-
ingston College, 8alisbury, N, C. 1t lost one of its
bright teachera in the Rev, J. O, Price, The workmen
die and the work goes on, This Church made a call for
tho celabration of the organization of the Zion Church
in New York, 1800,

The Usion M, E, Church last report was:

MINIBLCIB. s s vsvasasrerrscrssrrestisiessssntsiionaesessrsecees 16

Jocal preachers.... 7
Momburs.ccoiinnnnse 8,809
Adheronts., 14,476
Bunday.schools,.. 115
Ponchers and oMcers... 1,161
Puplls .oveiveiiinnnnns. 9,200
ChurehieB, viovrsereeeeens 115

Valuatlon of PropoTLy..cceeiees cveseiresssess cersosssnness  $50,000
Other colored organizatio s had :

Ministers...oveseinnene "
Liocal preachers.ooiee. w
Membors....... . 7,001
Adhoerents...,** 25,000
Bunday.rchoolt,,..ceeesees . 75
Teachers and officers,,. 740
Paplls,... 6,000
Churches. 2
VAIURLON covvvviiirsrernesnsscssarisnsrseasiniiersrassensss  $30000

RECAPITULATION OF ALL THE CIHURCHES,
PP ABLOTB. csvversreoersosnanssraniosasesaerssnarasnsorsssscnnes 14,083
Iocal preachers and exhorters.
Preachere, total number........ . . 43,188

Mombers,covuseeiiiiioiiiinans
Grand total miniaters and membcra..
Bunday-2cho0)8...cocoveeiiiiiiiiiniinns
Teachots and officera .
Puplls...iviiiiinerecceniiionens . 069,503
Grand total armyorchlldrcn............................. 1,005,083

The Ohuroh and Sunday-school give us the magnificent
memborabln 0f v ivevieiiiiiriiiririsinniniinrersrenaenss 2,470,630

Add the adherents and we have an army of about
4,210,044 that depend on the moral and religious teach-
ers of the Methodist Churches of all branches, The
responsibility of the Church is apparent to all.

WILBERFORCE, O,
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