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AMERIOAN FTREEDMEN'S AID COMMISSION

Hitherto, the efforts made for the edueation of the
Frecdmen of the South having been of an isolated
character, though zeslously prosccuted and with en-
couraging success, it has been deemed not only expe-
dient but important, by the principal Freedmen’s As-
sociations, East and West, that there should be greater
concentration of netion among them, as well as unity
of spirit and nurpose: consequentlv. on the 19th of
Sept. 1865, by their authorized representatives met in
the city of New York, they procceded to organize an
AMERICAN FREEDMEN'S A1p Codnissiox, making
themselves auxiliary thereto—its object, as defined
in the second article of its Constitution, being *“to
promote the education and elevation of the Freedmen,
and to coGperate to this end with the Bureau of Refu-
gees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands ”—and com-
prising an Eastern and a Western Department, * each
to be independent of the other so far as the collention
of money and goode, and the selection, supervision
and payment of Tenchers and Agents may be con-
cerned.’”” This great beneficent movement, therefore,
© has now a recognized responsible head, such as its
| magnitude demands, and such as it is believed will

add dignity and efficiency to the task of giving light

to the blind, and lifting up from the dusta race so
long ** peeled, meted out, and trodden under foot.”

On Wednesday, October 11th, the Commission Leld
jts first regular meeting at the Freedmen’s Rooms,
424 Wall strect, Philadelphia, at which were present
members from Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Pitts-
burg, Baltimore, Chicago, Cincinnati, & Bishop
Simpson, of the M. E. Church, President of the Com-
mission, was in the chair. The proceedings were of
an interesting character ; the resolutions adopted such
as the state of the country demands; and the views
expressed by those present as to the course to be pur-
sued for the furtherance of the Freedmen’s cause at
the South entirely harmoni The i diate for-
mation of State Socwhos, both North and Sou:h,
auxiliary to the C i , was ded na of
urgent importance, and & plan adopted to carry the
recommendation into effect.

In the evening, a splendid assembly of four thou-
sand persons (admitted by ticket) filled the Academy
of Music,—many persons being unable to abtain en-
trance who strongly desired to do so,—for the purpose
of inaugurating the movement on the basis and plan '
of the Sanitary and Christian Commissions. The
scenc was in the highest degree inspiring,—the lead-
ing influences of Church and State being represented
on the occasion.

‘The venerable Bishop Mcllvaine, of Ohio, {of the
Frotestant Lpiscopal Unurch,) presiied, and made ine
opening address—rejoicing that the bonds of the slave
had been broken, even if through a Red Sea of suf-
fering and blood. As God had visited us for tolerat-
ing the slave systems, by the terrible war of the last
four years, so will He abundantly bless the land if
we now take care of the freedmen, and raise them
up to be good citizens of the republie,

He was followed by Bishop Simpson, in a short but
effective speech. Regarding the scope of the present
work, he sail that six hundred and fifty teachers were
working in different parts of the South, not only
teaching them toread and write, bul to learn the
practical arts of life. The expense of each tencher is
five hundred dollars a year, but to do the work truly
and properly there shouid be at least two thousand
teachers, and for these we must raise funds.

Addresses were also made by Rev. Dr. Bellows,
Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, and William Lloyd Gar-
rison—all being warmly: npplauded. A fuller mport
will be given in our next nomber.
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