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THE AMERICAN FRERDMEN'S
AlD COMMISSION,

Tnts new Natlonal Association, which
comprises ln its broad embraco all provi-
ously exisliug state, county, and town
Froedmen's Assoclations, and of the forma-
tlon of which we have bad occaslon to
speak 6t length, has been duly Inaugurat-
od, and hiss commenced its oporations un-
der favorable auspices.

The ccremonios of {ts inauguration took
place in tho Academy of Musie, In the clty
of Philsdelphia, on the nvening of the 11th
ultimo. That spaclous building, capable
ofseating 4,000 people, was crowded with
a billllant andlence, and was addressod by
leading and representative men of tho Com-
misslon sud of tho country. The epirit of
the occatlon, the tenor of the speeches, and
the broad and truly catholle gentus of tha
assoclation, will all be indicated at ouce
by tho mention of the names of the gentle-
men who fook part in the proceedings.
They were:

The Right Rov. Blahop Mcllvalne, ons
of tho heads of the Protestant Eplscopal
Church; Bfshop Matthew Simpion, prost-
dent of the Commlisslon, and one of the
heads of the Mcthodist Eplscapal Chareh;
Dr. Bellows. prestdent of the Baniary
Commisslon, and one of the heads of the
Unitarlan Church; Qeorgoe I. 8tuart, Fey.
(by letter), head of the Christian Commis-
<don, and n pillar of the Preabyterian
Church ; Maj- Gen. 0. 0. Howard (by letter),
the head of the Freedmen’s Bureau; Henry
Ward Beecher, ono of the heads of the
Congregational Chiurch ; and William .loyd
Garrlson, the Nestor of the anti-slavery
movement, nnd the recognized * head and
front " of that offendling.

On the piatfonn, ** nssisting” in the ser-
vices, were Francils (eorge Shaw,
president of the New York “ Nstional"
Freedmen’s Association ; Judge Bond, of
tho Baltimore Ateociation; Dr. Clark,
recrotary of the Plisburg Asrsociatlon;
Rev. J.R. 8hipherd, asoclate secralary of
the American Commission; J. M. McKim,
corresponding secrolary of the Commls-
alon’s Eastern Departmenty Dr, James E.
Rhoeds, corresponding sccrelary of the
Penngylvania Freedmen's Rellef Assocla-
tion; E. W, Clark, QGcorgs Cabot Wand,
Johp Jay, Ellis Yarnall, and other promi-
nent officiale in the freedmen’s movemeunt,
from gdifferent parts of the country,

The speskers demanded for the freedmon
protection, educalion, an Interest in the
roll, and all the immunities, nataral and
civil, that of right belong to the condition
of freedom ; and it was noticeablo that the
most advanced views that were urged on
the occaslon were lhose that wore re-
gponded to with the loudest expressions of
enthuriasm.

A movement thus favorably auspleated
could hardly fail, when under weigh, to
work successlully, as the (ollowing ascount,
dated “Portland, Malue, Oct 2Sth," will
servo to demonstrate :

“The Ameriean Freedmen's Ald Com.
misslon, lately organized, has been ‘lrying
it on’ ln 1bis state, and it is found to work
favorably. Willism Lloyd arrlson, first
vice-president, and J. M. McKim, corre.
sponding recretury of the Fastern Depant-
ment, have been here aud in Bangor this
woek, holding public meetings, aud confer-
ring with our leading public men in private
In regord to the freedmen ; and the livellest
interest has been evinced by our cit'zens in
their wisslon.  The public meetings of
these gentlemen wero held 1n the large city
ball of Bangor, and of this place, and thelr
wmeetings for conference in the mayor's room
snd the council-rooms of the two cities
respeciively.

*“ Al theso meelings for conference the
whole subject was talked over in a famlliar
way, and the matter was made to assume —
under the statements of Messrs. McKim and
Ganlzon—an aspect of such grave import-
ance and colossal magnitude, demanding,
withal, such instant and vigorous action thi¢,
both in Bangor and hero, it was resolved to
form auxillary ascoclations at once, and to
posh the movement with encrgy throughout
thestate. At Bangor themecting to organize
1a called for to-night ; and, from the charao-
ter of the men who have taken hold of it, T
em satlsfied they will make no child's play
of it

“ Among the men who are most actlve in
the movement In that city sre the collector
of the port, the mayor, members of Con-
gres?, professors im the theological seni-

nary, mishters, merchdnts, and leading
mon of the place gomerally ; a8 you may
judgo when I ropest the mamts of Dale,
Babine, Bleton, Muesy, Wakefsld, Bardleit,
Fiverctt, Small, 8hepard, Talcott, Urogby,
¥ ingate, Wheelright, Broom, Mills, ste.,ole.

* |n this clty the moetidg to orgunizo 1s
to bo held next Monday night, and the ac-
tive men 1n the movement aro such as ox.
(overnor Washburns, Mayor MclLelland,
Phineas Baroes, Join Neal, Measra. Talbot,
Blanchard, and otkers of the radical achool,
and tho #ife If not the wholo of the ‘ rov-
erend clergy.

«The cffectivoness of thls vislt of Mosyrs,
Garrison and McKim, which has been
striking, is of essy expleaation, It {sdue
to tho followlng circumstances

# Férst. Theso gentlemen came, not in
tho pame of a mere local assoclaion, llke
that of Boston or New York, but in the
namo and the bebhalf of the Amerkan
Ficedmen's Ald Association, They repre- |
sented 8 bona flde nailonal organization, '
baving scope and facilities adequals to the
great national work to bo ascomplished.
They, by this token, brought with them tho
assurancoe that tho pesple here who lake
hotd of thls matter are to have the co-oper-
ation of tho whole country.

6 Qecond. Tho commiselon, instesd of
mnding an agent to Introduce it and set
foith {8 clme, camd {laslf—sa to sposk,
That is, it came In tho persons of 1ts second
officer and one of Ita deparimont accrota-
rice.  In lopedant movements like thiz
people of reeponsibility profor to seo re-
sponsibio parties; thoy Htke—im firad intor-
vioews al leaat—to deal with princlpals. In
thia cace, 68 it appears, the prostdent of the
commission could not come; but the next
oflicer inank, duy accompanied, camo in
his place. That woa right; nnd tho good
efftet was obvicux  Had Blshop Simpaon
come him:elf, he wonld bave been warm-
1y welcomed, not only by old frionds, but
by othiers nowly, wede for him by the part

hie I8 now taking. But, eince (his was im-
pommo. e aid e nexi vesi i'ln'lng,iu gena-
ing so good atubstitute. And this brings
me to sny (hat,

w Third. 'The eftectivoneas of this via't
was dJue largely to the fact that Wil-
Ham Lloyd Qaril9on was one of the
partica that made it Mr. Qarrison’s long
and conslstent carcer in favor of Impartial
liberty has given him a prestige and power
which stand him snd the cause in good
ptead in this movement.

« Fourth, Theae gentlemen presented
the ¢auds of the fréedmen in adiffer. tway
from apy that we have over heard speak In
its advocacy. They base’ their claims not
on charity, but on Justice ; not on a halting
cxpedlency, but on high stato neceasity.
They represent Thd"duccess of thelr move-
ment as a sine qua non of the soclal, elvil,
and industrial reorganization of the South-
ern Btates. They pross it as a guestion af-
fecting aliks the frecdom and bappiness of
the biacks, and tho intereat, honor, and the
very life of the natlon; and they demand
that the people shall at once organize, all
over the country, for sn immedlate prac-
tical eolution ot thls quesilon. Thoy have
doro a good work hero; and what has
been done here. In thiscity and in Bangor,
should be done in all the populous centers
of tho countey. |

“Bishop Simpeon and Ms board of
wavngers should not confide this great
work wholly to the care of salarled canvac -
ers.  They should (ske the fleld themselvea,
#8 did Dr. Bellows, and George 11, Bluart,
of the 8anitary and Christian Commls:ions ;
and, by their personnl presence and thele
ofiicial position; “vompel’ tho mon of In.
fluence of the conatry to ‘come fa’ to this
movement. >

“Were It in the power of Mr. McKim
and Mr. Garrlson—thoe one wlth his facta,
and the other with his fame—to spend six
weeks, fostead of six days, in Maine, this
tlate, at the end of that time, would bo or-
ganlzed for the black manand fmpartlnl
freedom agalnst alt contingeacles.”
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