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The Liberator.

AMERIOAN TFREEDMEN'S AID OOMMIS-
SION,

The American Academy of Music, Philadelphia, on
Thursday evening, 5th inst.,, was completely filled
with an intelligent and r ble audience, for the
parpose of inaugurating an organization on the basis
and plan of the Sanitary and Christian Commissions, |
which should have for its object the care and super- |
vision of the educativnal and moral needs- of the
freedmen of the South.

Bishop Mclivaine, of Obio, was called to the chair,
and the meeting was then opened with prayer by the
Rev. Mr. Yarnall,

REMARKS OF DISHOP MCILVAINE.

Bishop Mcllvaine made the opening address, wel-
coming the audience, and referring to the interesting
cause which had brought them together. God had
wonderfully blest our land ; his judgment and mercy
have descended upon us. In the midst of the Red
Bea of suffering and blood from which we have es-
caped, and the re-establishment of the Union and the
authority of the Government over all the States, has
been shown his providence. But more than all ig, that
he has broken the bonds from the slave.

There was no way to have thrown off the curse of
slavery, unless hy the method that was followed, The
war that was intended to fasten the chains of the slave
forever broke his fetters, and made him eternally a
freeman. For. so great a mercy, brought by such
wonderful ways, we must render services to Ged by
going among these liberated men, and raise them up
to be worthy servants of God and good citizens of the
Republic. That would be the most appropriate thanks-
giving. They have been made free, and it is our task
to bring them up from their intellectual infancy ; to
edacate them, provide for them, protect them, and
render them fit to enjoy what God has intended for
them. As God visited us for tolerating this evil by
the terrible war of the last four years, so will He
abundantly bless the land if we now take care of
these freedmen.

REMARKS OF BISHOPT SIMPSON.

Bishop Simpson, of the M. E. Church, next ad-
dressed the meeting :—It was proper when a new so-
ciety is brought before the public, to define its objects.
The present meeting was called to inatitute an organ-
ized plan of relief for the American freedmen. Phil.
adelphia has done nobly before, and so she will do
again. There were many societies engaged in send-
ing relief to the freedmen, but as they did not
work togetber, they were not always certain thata
proper and equitable distribution of relief was made.
To meet this objection, and to render the aid of these
societics as efficient as possible, it was thought that it
was best that & general society, embracing all these
others, should be organized, and the present, which it
was proposed to organize this evening, v:as the result.

All the aid that can be given will be needed. The
crops in the South will be short, and the colored peo-
|u'c i wisny cases wiil suiier.  1he wiite peopfe, too,
may euffer, and efforts will be made in their Lehalf,
It is probable, too, that the colored population which
rase againat the masters to help us break the power
of the rebellion, will be ill-treated and persecuted by
the people of the South, The prevention of this was
to be embraced within the scope of the socicty. Al-
ready, where the United States forces had been re-
moved, there had been outbreaks, and in some cases
even the liers had been bbed, and ordered to
leave the localities where they were teaching. Butit

might come to pass, as the war broke the shackies of

the slave it was intended to rivet, so this persecution
will bring about its own redewmption in the proper
time. The society was not an organization in oppo-
sition to the South, but to assist them. Even of the
people of the South e would eay, with the Scriptures,
 If thine enemy hunger, feed him.” Thus might the
people of the South be brought to a proper under-
standing and true interpretation of the subject,

Regarding the scope of the present work, Bishop
Simpson said that six hundred and fifty teachers were
working in different parts of the South, not only
teaching them torerd and write, but to learn the
practical arts of life. The expense of each teacher is
five hundred dollars o year, but to do the work truly
and properly there should be at least two thousand
teachers, and for these we must raise funds.

The Secretary then read letters from Major General
0. Q0. Howard, of the Freedmen's Bureau at Wash-
ington, and George H. Stuart, Esq., President of the
Christian C i , of Philadelphia, highly ap-
proving of the objects of the

REMARKS OF REV. DR. BELLOWS.

Dr. Bellows, formerly President of the Sanitary
Commissiou, was the next speaker. He said that he
merely desired to be considered as an outsider, a look-
er on in Vienna, yet deeply interested in the great
work of ameliorating the condition of the freedmen.

iation

The greatest thing in the American Freedmen’s As-'

sociation was the heroism of the work they had un-
dertaken, It is not only for the education of the freed-
men, but it has to accomplish a much more difficult
work at home, the education of the Northern people
to a due appreciation of their duties to the negro and
the freedmen. If that were accomplished, their work
would be one of ease and joy. Had we waited for
the consent, the approbation and the support of the
American people, acting under their instincts and in-
terests, the slave would be to-day a slave, doubly lock-
ed in his chains,

Now that we have freed him, through Providence,
we should be prepared to educate him, and secure to
him the immunities and rights that belong to Lis posi-
tion, The labors of the associatirn will not prove
easy. The great difficulty is to send agents and agi-
tators into every town and county throughout the
North to stir up the people, and make them ible of

for, where there are no slaves? why do you not
go where it exists 2"’ There were cogent reasons
why we did not go South at that time ; but we are
now going. (Laughter and applause.) There are

- ¢ix hundred and fifty of us alrendy there, and that is

but the shadow, the faint perception of what is to
come. We still mean to satisfy these querulons
questioners on the subject of our sincerity. It was
said that the agitators and radicals of the North pro-
fess to be very fond of the black man. It was said,
‘ What are you doing for him but to make his chnins
heavier and his bondage darker? Show your love
for him, and we will believe in your pretensions.”
We are now attempting to show that we were true,
and that if there is one thing susceptible of demon-
stration, it is that the moral sense of the North was at
first indirectly and finally the direct cause of emanci-
pation. It was the growing temper of Christian feel-
ing in the North that provoked rebellion; and it was
the same moral toughness in the North—a conscious-
ness that had a cutting edge to it, an edge that would
not break or turn—that earried the nation throagh the
straggle, to emancipation and victory. (Applause.) 1
hold we are indebted, under God, for the condition into
which we have been brought, to the educated moral
feeling of the North. At that time men did not
know what they were learning. The men-who at
that time frustrated your Abolition lecturers and were
apostles of the mob, are now found sitting at the feet
of their masters, the most rabid apostles of liberty,
We have any number of Pauls among us. {Laughter.)
Now we donot wish to take advantage of old servives
and sayings, but to say that the hand of God has led
us in & better way than we thought. The most san-
guine or sagacious never expected o sen-things as

of the Unlted States that we propose to take the four

educate them, and it them for good Christians and
citizens, men ‘arc a little startled. They say it is im-
possible ; you can never do this; the difficulties are
greater than you can imagine. But the more we look
at a difficulty, the greater it becomes, and so we should
shut our eyes to the difculty, and, as it were, jump
over the whole of them. There never was a fight

between right and wrong in which it could not be
figured out that the chances were as ten to one against
the victory on the moral side. Worldly chances
are always so. To be certain of victory, we must
ignore the existence of difficulties. It is indomitable
faith that gives victory where caleulation would give
defeat. It was never believed that the miserable fish-
ermen of Galilee would become the legislators of the
world, the inspirers of a new literature, the leaders of
a new religion, when all the power and glory, both of
wealth and the civil power, all that was at the com-
mand of the adversary of Clirist, were against them.
It was never thought that these humble instruments
would s0 revolutionize the globe that to-day the once
despised things are the highest, and the things that
were formerly the highest are now the most despised;
but so it has come to pass.

| When the work is to undertake to raise up four
. millions of degraded creatures just out of their bond-
age, and make them good citizens, men say you can-
not do it. No, not if c‘vel!vbody felt as such men, we
could notdo it, nor if they stop to look the difficulties
in the face.  You say that the freedmen are a stupid
race. I suppose they are the only race that is stupid.
(Laughter.) You will say that they are full of evil
habits which will require generations to eradicate,
T am sorry that there are so many bad habits among
the slaves, when we are so perfect. (Laughter.)
But then their mastera are rabid, and raging like
licus robbed of their prey. I suppose they are,
and of both whelps and prey, in some instances.
{Much laughter.) Without a doubt there is diffi-
culty here; you may say it is an unpopular theme
in politics. But it is not impossible to do anything.
There is no task that we cannot perform, as the ad-
vances we have made in the last twenty years con-
clusively show. I have seen the time when a man
would liave whirled away like a fire-ball, who would
YaTe SaTed iv biui iisi 1t was pussibie JoT & DIACK Man
to be superiorjto a white man. But the logic of
events and the providence of God have brought
about this change, so that we are all of us changed.
How blind are men who predict the bounds in which
God Almighty will make his paths !

But, although the work before us is great, it is not
greater than our strength. Although it is difficult,
it is not more difficult than other things that we have
had before us. I believe it is according to the genius
of Christianity and the nature of our institutions, and
according to our social tendencies, and the cobrdinate
and codperative infl 8 that are org; 1 into so-

diety as well a8 in our Christian churches,

1 feel that God has at last called to his people. The
poor creature that had been robbed lay by the rord:
side ; priest and Levite passed on, but the Samaritan
at last relieved him. We have had ministers and
churches that passed by the poor and despised, some
on onc plea and some on another ; but now the goud
Samaritan, which I hold to be the great mass of the
common people, is going where the sufferer is, to
extend to him & helping hand—to rescue him from
darkness, and take him to the school-house and the
church. Ihold that no winister is of the church of
God who does not take part in it. I deride the idea
of a true religion that has no humanity in it. I de-
spise the profession of the Christian ministry that
has no disposition to suffer for the sake of the poor and
the unpopular,

The great work we are called to do at this time it
to educate the colored people. It has been justly
said, they are our best helpers. They are thirsting
for knowledge. By education, I mean the teaching
of the entire man; the ¢laircissement of the under-
standing; the bringing out of the industrial powers
and capacities. The way to protect him from being

and alive to the vital importance of the work, to plead
the cause of the freedmen, to take their offerings, and
to awell them into one great river of support. They
will then find a wide-spread and general sympathy
with tha tealr thov have nundartelran

The universal and unjust prejudice agninst the
freedmen must also be removed, and this iati

PP d is to inspire hinz with growtl, to make him
intelligent, moral, pure and industrious. I do not
doubt that he will have to go through a period of
wiffering ; but where is the man who does not? We
will give bim all his rights, because we believe that
3is education will involve the necessity of it. While
we are doing this, it seems to me we must do as we
do with childven ; we niust have a system for him ;

will bave to take that matter in hand. There nre not
only four millions of slaves to educate, but twenty
millions of white men; you cannot do your work for
the black man without working for the white man slso.

The spenker was frequently interrupted by the
plaudits of the audience.

The apeaker then alluded to the importance of a
complete organization of the Aid Societies through-
out the country, that each might know of one place
where it might send its contributions, and also be
aware that all the others were giving of their sub-
stance. Each would thus bea help to the other, and
all would do detter.

The work, even now, is going on well. Nearly
fifty thousand children, between four and sixteen
years of age, are at present receiving instruction in
the schools. But thisis only one-twentieth part. It
we can educate one half of these, it is enough for the
present, for the rest will learn from these. The five
million dollars necessary for this ought to be but as
a drop in the bocket for the American people. Or-
ganize—organize-—organize; and henceforth, under
the leadership of men like thege who were connected
with the Sanitary and Christian Commissions, the
work will go bravely on, and before six months
the treasury will be full and overflowing. Do the
work thoroughly for the next three years, and then
the Soclety may shut up shop; there will be no more
need for its work, for then the freedmen will be able
to think and act for themselves.

The next speaker was the Rev. Henry Ward
Beecher, who advanced to the front of the stage,

but that will necessitate his having some civil privi.
leges. In the ficst place, e was a slave; be is now
emancipated. What is he? Can you tell me? Is
he aciticen? Youknow he isnot. He is nota slave.
He is a freedman, as though titere were a middle tern
which designated a difference between something and
nothing ; an anomalous condition that cannot long ex-
ist without great mischief. We have no place on this
nation for any such condition as that, There is no
clags in the category for 8 man that is not a citizen
and not a slave. When he was a slave, he was noth.
ing; he was not counted as a man; the law did not
regard him as a man, scarcely the Gospel. He las
been received into something. It will be difficolt to
tell whatit is. I here demand for the slave that,
ceasing to be a slave, his manhood be substantially ve-
g 1d d that he b a citizen on this
ground. (Loud applause.) We cannot have men with
us who are not substantially citizens. The first thing
for the slave is, that he have the right to liberty and
property, and that he shall not depend on the good
nature of his neighbors, but on his own address ; that
the authority of the Union that gave him his liberty
shall give him the right to labor and the remunera.
dion of labor. I demand that he be treated in law
;and in the courts as the equal of any other citizen.
|Applause.) There must not be one court for white
1 nen and another court for black men. 1f you are t¢
(:lassify, it cannot stop here. Now it is color, but by
1ind-by there will be a classification on account of con.
clition, and there will be laws for the rich man and
laws for the poor man. X appeal to every man if he

thad

amid & perfect storm of applause. He said:
REMARES OF REY, HEXRY WARD BEECHER.
It used to be asked us, not many years ago, by
sundry gentlemen who said that we were disturbing
the public peace, * What do you preach abolition here

< an dodge this principle, or get rid of it.

Ihold that the freedmen of the South ought to have
full’ possession of their natural rights; and if there is
a right that any man should have, it is that his life,
liberty and property shall be in no manner controlled

they are to-day. But now, when we say to the people |

millions of late slaves, just introduced into liberty, to

unless he has & voice in it himself. (Applnuse.) 1
do not undertake to say that it should be sufitage;
but you have no right to meddle with a man’s person,
his labor, his family, life or property, without. his
having something to do with the making of the laws.
I claim for the frecdman bis natural rights. He
ought to vofe. (Enthusiastic applause.) You will say
he docs not know how. How will hie learn, unless
you lethim? You say he will vote wrong. That
is to say, A man must not fire a rifle until he can hit
the mark! They will not vote much worse than
many Democrats do in the North. (Laughter.) But
they say that in some districts their votes will out-
number the white population, and this would be ru-
inous. Will & people’ which remained firm to the
Constitution and the Union when theic masters were
crazy with fanaticism and rebellion, vote against the
country 2 Rather let the white men be kept from the
polls. (Applause.) After calling the slave from the
plantation to assist in bearing up the- banner which
was well-nigh trailing in the dust of defeat—after
having taken his blood to cement the loosening stones
of the edifice of liberty, will you turn him off with-
out a privilege ? Do this, and not only will the scorn
of man fall upon you, but the vengeance of Almighty
God himself.

If this is too much, then let it be that only those
shall vote who can read and write, but let this extend
to black and white alike : or let those who have barne
arms for the preservation of the Union vote. Wha
denies that, will be mean enough to deny anything.
Even if but ten colored men in a parish vote, ten
.men who bave borne arms, it will be such a wedge
“that it will soon make an entrance for others. Their
votes will be sought as eagerly as Northern men here
seck the votes of Irishmen. But it is the imperative
duty of the country to sce to it that the arm and
band that bore a weapon in defence of the country,
whatever its color may be. should have the right to
bear the bailot to the bailot-box.

I do not undertake to dictate what you shall put
into their platform, but party, precedent, and society
must know that they must do the whole thing or
nothing. Make him a man, a neighbor, a Christian—
raise him up inte manhood; and there will be a
more sublime awakening than when God spoke, and
the carth rose into existence.

William Lloyd Garrison was then introduced, and
in & few words signified his hearty approval of the
objects of the A He took to deny
the truth of the story now pgoing the rounds of the
néwspapers, that he had written a letter to Gov.
Andrew in ref to the Mississippi Constitution,
He referred to the changes in public sentiment during
the past fifteen years, and urged that the Sociely
should go forward with the work it proposed to un-
dertake.

iation.
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