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CORRESPONDENCE.

; New York, May 24, 1843,
J, McCune Smite, M, D,

Dear Sir:—The undersigned with others, having heen highly pleased with the te-
nor and general reasoning of a Lecture delivered by you on the * Destinies of the
Colored People in the United $tates,” before the * New York Philomathean Society?
and the “ Hamilton Lyceum,” in the manth of J anuary, 1841, have marked aien-
tively, the promulgation of similar views in different parts ot the world, and the na-
ture of the discussions to which they have given rise. A considerable length of time
has now elapsed since those views were expressed by you, and after a decp conside-
ration, we have no hesitation in according 1o them a favorable judgment; and as an
earnest of that judgment, and in view of the increased importance e subject seems
to have assumed, we would respectfully request of you a copy of the same for publi-

cation. Very respectfully yours, &¢,,
P. A, B, Ausnn Lyows, Roperr Q. Caomwety,
T.C.B Vibar, W, Brany, Francis R, Bastein.
Gko. 1. Downing, Joun J. Zuwir, P. Guignow,

U, B. VipaL.

New Yonk, May 3d, 1843,
Genllemen It affords me much pleasure to be informed, that the “tenor and gene-
ral reasoning” of a Lecture which I had the honor to deliver hefore the New York
Philomathean Society and the Hamilton Lycewn, during the winter of 1841, hag
met the aplprobati(m of a large portion of those who heard it. And as it is your opi-
nion, gentlemen, that “the increased importance of the subject” calls for its publica-
tion, I cheerfully comply with your requrest for a copy thereof, .
. Please accept my thanks for the taa favorable notice you have taken of it, and he-
lieve me, Very Respectfully, yours, &e.,
Tamrs McCunk Smimn.

Messrs. P. A. Bew, 1. C. B, Vipar, Gea. I. Downing, and others,
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THE DESTINY OF OUR PEOPLE.

e e

LApies aND GENTLEMEN @

An investigation of the laws which influence their destiny, is.
perhaps, the noblest pursuit which can engage the attention of the
human race. For, if a successful analysis. of the laws which
govern nature, and if searching into the secret hiding places of the

soul, are subjects which have rightly enlisted the labors of philo-
sophers, surely an attempt to lift the veil which envelopes the

dim future, and to lay open to those around us what will be the
destiny of those who may come after us, is an attempt whose in-
terest and value may well repay whatever of attention may be de-
voted to it. . :

But how shall we enquire into the future? With what line and
rule shall we step beyond the hounds of the present and read with
an intelligent eye the “fate of men and empires ?”

The rule is announced in the simple proposition “ What hath
been, will be,” or like causes under like circumstances will produce
like cffects. This proposition is the very basis of all our belief; all
our hope—it is the very essence of that Faith in the stability of
things, without which life would be made Qp of dismal, because un=
certain anticipation. Reposing on the belief that because our planet,
for thousands of years hath described its orbit round the sun, and
that because day and night, sced-time and harvest, summer and
winter have run their successive course, therefore they will conti-
nue in the same, we live on free from apprehensions which would
turn life into a curse; nay, more, confiding in the same proposi-
tion, the same reason for the stability of things, the mariner bold-
ly launches forth on the deep; and the man of science with the
same rule, questions nature in her minute recesses and carries his
enquiries to the very barricrs of creation. )

May we not, then, guided by a proPosition so universal in its
upplication, the basis at once of our faith and of our knowledge—

1
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may we not venture upon the investigation of the probable destiny
of those with whom we are more immediately linked ?

What hath been will be. What has befallen men placed under
similar circumstances, will also be the destiny of those who come
after us.

But where shall we find a parallel? We may not find on re-
cord, the annals of a people ¢ircumstanced in all respects like our-
selves, but we may, by a careful scrutiny of human events, select
a part from the history of ‘one people, a part from the history of
another people, and of a third and fourth, such as will by a com-
bination of all of the parts, form one case very nearly parallel with

our own.

1t has been asserted, by intelliﬁent men,* that the day will come
when the colored population of these United States, shall have en-
tirely disappeared, and when the various nations of men that now
make up our “chequered Union,”t shall in the words of our na-
tional motto, “ of many nations make one :” the statistical reports
seems to announce the slow but certain approach of such a time;
for, the census of the United States, from 1790 to 1840 show, that
whilst the white population has maintained the same ratio of in-
crease, the increase of the colored population has heen by a gradu-
ally diminishing ratio. In other words the whites are increasing
more rapidly, relatively, than the colored people.

But, notwithstanding a time may come, when the descendants of
our people shall no longer be distinguished by any physical pecu-
liarity, yet it is clear, that a destiny awaits them which they must
fulfil, and which will greatly affect whoever may live during and
after its fulfilment.

In order to investigate that destiny, it is necessary, first to exa-
mine into our present position, by which our fate must necessarily
be governed.

First. We are a minority held in servitude by a majority.

Secondly. That majority simulate a Republican form of Govern-
ment,

Thirdly. We, the minority, held in servitude, are distinguished
by a different complexion, from the majority who hold us in thrall.

Such is our position. Men have been held in servitude in other
times and places, under one or two of the above conditions, and the

* Henry Clay, anda Correspondent of the Colored American,

¢t Gen’l, Tallmadge's speech on the admission of Missouri into the Union.
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destiny of such men has been recorded ; but, until now, and in
our case, there has not happened a concurrence of all these condi-
tions in the position of any people upon the earth. :

For example, on the coastof Barbary, the masters are the ma-
jority and the slaves (white) of a different complexion. Butthe
masters are not Republicans. Among the Spartans the masters
simulated a Republican form of Government, but they were fewer
in number, and of the same complexion with their slaves. The
Israelites, however, were held in slavery in Egypt, by masters

who differed from them in complexion. , )
Let us now take up the propositions which describe our condi-

tion. And rirsT, let us enquire into the probable destiny of men
enslaved, and who differ in complexion from their masters,

The white slaves on the coast of Barbary, have as yet wrought
out no general fact in history : as if slavery was natural to them,
they have tamely remained in bondage, occasionally escaping by
flight or ransom. But the Jews,* held in slavery by the Egyp-
tians, after suffering dreadful oppression, at length gathered them-
selves under a leader raised up by God, and migrated from the
House of Bondage. A remarkable characteristic of this slavery
was, that there was no amalgamation between the masters and their
slaves. Escape from slavery, by migration, was in this instance
the law obeyed by the minority (the Jews) who differed in com-
plexion from their masters. Can this law be applied to our desti-
ny? To a certain extent, we do escape from slavery in this man-
ner. But, thirty thousand, which is, in full, the number of our
people who have migrated to Canada, Liberia, and the West Indies,
1s too small a number from which to draw a general inference; it
is only one eighty-third portion of our population. No! we are
not a migrating people. The soil of our birth is dear to our
hearts, and we cling to it with a tenacity which no fof¥e can un-
hinge, no contumely sever. In the eloquent language of a brother
Philomathean,t there “ are chords which bind us to our home, the
soil of our birth, which has heen wet by the tears, and fertilized

* Whether the Jews have survived their manifold oppressions by inherent vitality
of race, or by the indomitable strength of an institution adhered to by them, or by
neither, is a question that would repay investigation, as an elemeut in the evidences
of christianity.

tP. A, Bell.
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by the blood of our ancestors; and from which, while life lasts,
in spite of the oppressor’s wrong, we will neither be seduced . nor
driven, but, abiding by principle, and placing our trusts in the
Lord of Hosts; we will tell the white Americans that their coun-
try shall be our country, we will be governed by the same laws
and worship at the same altar, where they live, we will live, where
they die, there will we be buried.”

Alike in servitude, and in being distingushed by complexion
from our task-masters, we act differently from the Israelites. Why?
It must be for the accomplishment of some end different from what
they effected. 'They emigrated from the scene of their slavery,
and in the search for Liberty, ¢ Ub: libertas, ibi patria,” is an
expression of their rule of conduct; and from the time of their
escape from the House of Bondage, until now, the persecuted, or
oppressed few have for the most part fled from their homes in
search of Liberty.

By remaining upon the scene of our oppressions we are acting
out the converse of their rule of conduct. We proclaim to the
oppressed few, « Ubi patria, ibi libertas,” “ Where our country is,
there shall Liberty dwell !” For, come when or how it may—
whether long after we have passed into the cold and silent tomb,
or whilst the tide of life yet courses through our veins—whether
by the red right arm of sturdy rebellion, or by the quick necessity
of foreign invasion, or by the slower but more certain influence of
public opinion—the time must come when from the Aroostook to
the gulf of Mexico, from the Atlantic to where the Pacific calmly
laves the shores of Oregon, there shall go fortha blast from the
trump of F'reedom, at which our chains shall be broken, our fetters
fell, and the American people swelling beyond the links in which
Pride and Prejudice have bound them, shall become the free and
equal participants of one government, one destiny.

One law then, at least, we are by our position, destined to exhi-
bibit; and that 1s, that the enslaved should remain upon the soil,
and amid the institutions which enthral them, in order to bring
liberty the one, by purifying the other.

By remaining in this country, the scene of our enslavement,
we shall overcome slavery, and consequently confute, by the re-
sistless evidence of facts, the doctrines upon which slavery rests,
This will do more for human Liberty than could be accomplished
by emigration. By the latter course we might escape from, but
would lecave untouched an evil institution, which, by our present

course we are destined to overthrow.
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But in overcoming the Institution of Slayery, we must by our
conduct confute the doctrines on which it is based, One of these
doctrines are, that “ Might* makes Right:” because men have
the power, therefore they have the right to keep other men en-
slaved. 'This doctrine has also been the basis of several modern
revolutions. For when the dogma.of the Divine right of Kings,
and when the reign of superstition lost their influence upon the
minds of the masses, these masses arose in their might, and rely-
ing upon their (physical) might, endeavored to obtain those rights
which had been so long withheld from them. Their success has
been only partial, because, perchance their efforts were based upon
an unstable foundation—mere might.

We are not in possession of physical superiority: yet we must
overturn the doctrine “ might makes right,” and we can only do
so by demonstrating that “right makes right.” This very doc-
trine is contained in the American Declaration of Independence,
which declares “all men to have certain inalienable rights.” But
the Constitution of these United States, professedly constructed on
the above principles, hold that there are some “ other persons”—
besides all men—who are not entitled to these rights. We are
those “ other persons”—we are the exception. It is our destiny to
prove that even this exception is wrong, and therefore contrary to
the highest interests of the whole people, and to eradicate from the
constitution this exception, so contrary to its general principles.

There is another doctrine which we are destined, nay, that we
are daily illustrating by our conduct. It has been the History of
nearly all great Revolutions, that Reformers have followed out the
doctrme of returning evil for evil. So soon as the oppressed have
found the opportunity and the power, they have retaliated upon
the oppressor with a similarity of oppression. They have returned
evil for evil. We are destined to show the the infinite superiority
of returning Good for Ewil. Even at this hour, bound with bands
of iron at the South, and the fetters of prejudice at the North,
scorned, jeered at, tortured with the fangs of ferocious and malig-

+ This doctrine, at present holds almost universal sway, if by “might” we under-
stand either physical power, superior (acquired) intelligence in arts and arms, the
perpetuation of superstition, the authority of Ancient Usage, &e., &c. " Aristotle
says, “ Men of little genius and great bodily strength, are by nature destined to serve,
and those of better capacity, to command, wherefore the nations of Greece and some
other countries, being naturally superior in genius, have anatural right to empire;
and the rest of mankind being naturally stupid, are destined to labor and slavery.—
De Repub. Lib. 1. Cap. 5, 6. When Aristotle wrote this, the Ancestors, on either

side of the Anglo-Saxon race, were dwellers in caves and hollow trees.”—C. Stuarr.
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nant slanders, and with the merciless lash of the slave whip, we
have refrained from deluging our country in blood. Theé beauti-
ful edifices of our oppressors spring up on every side, gathering
into villages, towns and cities, and the broad rivers run by them,
swollen with the tears of the oppressed, but untinged with the
blood of the oppressors. They drive us from the magnificent tem-
ples which they erect for the worship of the Most High,* as if He
were a “ respecter of persons.” In our humble way, we raise hum-
ble tenements in which we approach the footstool of our common
Father, and we pray, not for vengeance, but for mercy on our op-

ressors—and we throw open the doors that all, even those who
exclude us, all who thirst may come in and drink, that all who are
heavily laden may unburthen themselves before altars erected to
the Living Lord ; in a word, in our every act, and all our relations
we are already rendering Good for Kvil, and what can be more

glorious in the destiny of any people !

It may be, that we, and even those who come immediately after
us, shall not perceive the benefits, nor enjoy the good which our

tience under long suftering and contumely must work out—but
what then? Harmodius and Aristogiton lived not to see Athens
free, those who fell at Marathon heheld not from mortal eyes their
country safe from the relentless clutches of a foreign foe, "T'oussaint
1, Overture saw not his own Haiti free from foreign rule—and yet
all these glorious cvents were neeessarily linked with the labors of
those brave and virtuous men, and therefore as inseparable from
their destinics as is the light of day {rom the rising of the sun.

There is a fourth doctrine which we are destined to impress
upon the page of history, a doctrine which like some other sub-
Jime truths sprang from the very bitterness of slavery, and for

which the world is indebted to an af) rican slave

« Flomo sum humani nil a me alienum puto ™t

Glorious sentiment ! 1ow Godlike in its sympathies, how uni-
versal in its grasp! The common hrotherhood of humanity is a
doctrine inseparably linked with our fate. ~ Itisa necessary conse-
quence of the equality of all the members of the human species. §
And we are destined to demonstrate that equality.  This is a very

s It is a fact worthy the serious attention of Protestants, that the Roman Catholic
Churches, are the only ones in thesa United States, which contain no negro pews.

# [ am a man, and I deem nothing human alien from me. ”
t See Appendix A.
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remarkable circumstance. And we have already made rapid
strides in the'demonstration. Learned men, in their rage for clpsss
ifiéation, and from a reprehensible spirit to bend science to pamper
popular prejudices, have brought the human species under. the
yoke of classification, and having shown to their own satisfagtion
a diversity in the races, have placed us in the very lowest rank.*
Now, if this were true, and we were in reality such inferipr being
we would of necessity fall into this low rank in the social sealg
witheut the aid of the laws, There is no law in these statesto
prevent dogs & monkies from voting at the polls. And the laws
which they enact in regard to us are proof positive that our.oppress-
ors are getting .anore & more convinced that we are men like them-
selves ; for they enact just such laws as the experience of all Hiy
tory has shewn to be necessary in order to hold men in slavery.
Their opinion of our mankood then may be measured by the s
verity of their laws. And yet how idle and child-like is their. at-
tempt to sink beneath the level what belongs to the common;tide
of humanity!.. . He o s Y P
That it is better for the enslaved, to await liberty ‘on the. goil of
their birth, to enforce the truth that right makes right, to return
?ood for evil and to prove the common equality of the human
amily and common brotherhood of man, are the portions of oux
destiny which of necessity result from our sturdy maintenapce-of
our foothold on the soil of our birth, notwithstanding that we are a
minority and distinguished by a difference of complexion. . ; .
IL Let us now proceed to consider the second proposition viz:
that we are held in servitude by a majority who pretend to be Re-
publican in their form of Govermnent. Demosthenes said ¢ A
government built on a fictitious foundation must fall.”  And spch
In most instances has been the fate of Repyblics. ,The dynasties
of Kings have lasted through many centuries, gathering like the
oak concentric riugs of ‘streugth with each succeeding age, senging
their. strong roots deeply into the hearts of the people. and spread-
ing forth georgeous branches gloriously into the relatigas of man,
They are not built on fictitious foundations : starting forth on senti-
ments that may be questioned indeed, but on which, nevertheless,
in good fpith they build their government, they lay pile on pile

# “ God hath made of one blood all the nations of men,” is one of those passngesin
scripture, whose truth is inherent proof of their inspired source. The microscope
has shewn that the globules of blood in the human species are plike, and differ from
the globules of the g!ood of all other animals. o VE
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and column beside column until they rear an edifice perishable in-

deed, and like all human things, passing away, but e durabil

of ‘which is proof of the integrity of the foundation. Startin

the belief that Kings were made to rule and the people to be gov-
erned, Kings have continued to rute and the people have re-
mained subordinate. The long line of Kings who governed
Egypt, Persia, France and England, present a strong contrast
to the short-lived duration of Republics; and the readiness with
which the people of several of those countries, having wavered
from, have gladly returned to the monarchical form of Govern-
ment almost seems an argument for the Divine right of Kings.
But why have Republics heen so short-lived? the same Epitaph
is written over the graves of all of them—sLavery.* History, how-
ever, has falsely called Republics, what have been Polygarchies, or

Tyrannies of many masters, Sparta, Athens, Rome under the
commonwealth, and even these United States, are not Republies
nor Democracies, They are Polygarchies. Slavery destroyed the
Republics of Antiquity, shall it also destroy our Republic? Are
there any distinctions in ont commonwealth from which we may
predict for it a different fate? There are. Among the Ancients
the slives were mote numerous than their masters, in these States,
the masters are more numerous than the slaves. The mode in
which the slavery of the ancients proved fatal to their Republics
cannet therefore be the mode in which the same evil will affect
this Republic. oo few in number to cope with our oppressors
by physical force, and being by our nature ‘obliged to resist sla-
very, we must resort to moral weapons : these whilst they will tri-
umph over slavery will save the Republic. 'The slaves of the an-
cients struggled against the persons of their masters; our relative
decrease is proof that we assimilate with the persons of ours, and
we contend therefore only against their Prejudices and Errors.

What will be the result? Slavery must cease and over its
grave there will grow up a pure Republic. The destiny then,
which we must fulfil in relation to the form of government under
which we dwell, is eminently conservative. We will save the
form of govrnment, and convert it into substance.

An interesting light is thrown upon this prediction by the fact
that we are at this moment. the source and subject of essays,
speeches, arguments &c., &ec., which unfold with clearness and

# The little Republic of San Marino, wcheve slavery has never ezisted, has endured
ihirteen centuries, and manifests no siens of decay.
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eloquenee, trpe Republicanism to the prejudice-blinded eyes ofthe

agultituds; Bhd we are the cause of efforts, which by abolishitig
&ery, will tend to perpetunte the Republic.. . & - i
“JI1. The third propobition we proposéd;“fo examine in its rels-
tion to our probable destiny; ds, « Thatave ‘are #;thinority, held@"in
servitude by a majority.” " The fate of the few. when niled by'the
many is unquestionably a hard fate ; for, while man in the polsses-
gion of responsible rule may approach the Deity, irresponsiblefale
changes him into a Damon ; and the irresponsible rule of thesriah
titude, is the most awful of all tyrannies. A

But, as fire tries gold, so do the most bitter oppressions wring
out the loftiest faculties and the best energies of our common Tra-
ture. 1 hail the oppressions which are still lowering upon sds
the very source of our salvation. Let the dark season of trial
come, and press more heavily on each succeeding hour, Jet the
slave.code of the South spread its iron arms forward and press
them more firmly on the North—let us have anything but thls
midway state of existence, half free, half enslaved—-—-anﬁ then our
energies, awakened from that terrible*condition in which we feel
them tearing our heart strings and yet unable to get vent, and di
rected with a single eye to the great object for which they ‘were
created, shall work out our elevation and thereby achieve a: new
triumph for the principles of Liberty. ’
* 1 freely confess that I had long feared the case to be otherwise,
and almost admitted as true, the bitter sayings of those who brand-
ed us as a pusillanimous and unmanly people, tamely bearing the
lash and apparently fit for slavery ! But at length that error has
exploded. ~ The secret of our condutt lay in the nature of the op-
pressions under which we lived ; here in the north, they were such
silken honds that they soothed, without awakening our energies.
But this half bondage is passing away; those silken cords are
hardening into iron, and when they chafe the flesh, we start at
once into manhood, proving that in other places than

“ On Suli’s rock and Parga’s shore,

Fxists the remnant of a line
Such as the Doric mothers bore.”

In the state of Ohio, where first oppression fell on us in all its tre-
mendous force, there have we first manifested the beginning of the
" ‘

» See the Black-Code of Ohio: a comparison of which with the Code-Noir of
Lous XIV., will shew the difference between the tyranny of one and the tyranny of
many masters. :
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1e-action which will eventually accomplish our entirg affranchise-
ment. " £
In Ohio, there was concentred upon our people (the people'f&f-’;'
color)all the elements of oppression which a combination of north-
ern hate and southern fear.could furnish; shut out from the pale
of citizenship, excluded from giving testimony before the courts of
Justice(?), and barely sutfercd. under a heavy bond, to maintain a
foothold on the soil, in short dehumanized as far as laws could
reach—that soil and under such oppression is the rallying poiut
around which our energies suddenly developed themselves, where
our manhood took fire and in spite of the oppressors wrong and
power, arose it its mujesty to maintain the richt.  What rights
have we then accorded to us! None. Fverything has heen made
bleak, barren and unwelcome to our people; and yet even upon
that barren land, like some lotty cedar which dissolves suhstance
from the flinty rock, even there we have madea finn foothold, and
flourish. Remarkable indeed is Ohio in the History of American
Institutions: it has become in a manner the Bunker Hill i the
warfare of principles: for as near that famous height a man of co-
lor lead the first onslaught in the physical struggle of 76, so in
Oliio have colored men tirst untolded the glorions tact that the re-
publican form of government is such in its nature, that having
granted to a portion of men living nnder 1t, the mere right of lo-
comotion, it cannot be perverted to prevent their advancement, and
destroy their energics.*

We are an oppressed minority. then, and are men of kindred
power with those who oppress us.  What has been the fate of op-
pressed minorities who have resisted oppression ! History is full
of evidence on this subject. "The Jews, for example, 1n compara-
tively modern times have: been perse~nted and oppressed  very
much in almost every Buropean kinedom.  "The Inquisition of
Spain was specially instituted against them. "They were expelled
from country after country by a series of Jaws which are the pro-
totypes or precedents of the Ohio-code.  Even at this hour they
are excluded from the privileges of citizenship in free, enlighten-
ed and pnilanthropic Great Britain.  And yet we find that the
Jews, the so pitilessly oppressed mmority, now hold in their hands

* The remarks in relation o Ohto, refer, sty to the manly resistanee of the peo-
ple of color to mob violence at Cincinnatti, and &, to the fact, thatin spite oll the
odious Black-code, the colored pcuplc of Ohio has advanced more rapidly and ener-
getically than the same population in any other State,
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the rule, the very fate of some of the kingdoms which were. for-

merly for ‘in persccuting them.  'I'he very perseciitions which
they suffered.drove them td amass that influence—monry—-which
enables ther rule their {ormer oppressol

The Irish Catholics have borne nearly ,_e same relation to the
British Government. Kven so recently as 1828, one of them says
of his brethren, » We are worse than aliens in our native land ;
masmuch as that an alien is under the protection of an equal law,
which we are not. It an alien be a delinquent, or a presumed
delinqeent, he is entitled to a trial by his peers; and half those
peers are his own countrymen, and of his own religion; whereas
our delinquency, imaginary as it is, is tried by men who have
no tellow feeling with us, and who convict us upon evidence
collected, produced, ind attested by themselves. We are com-
pelled to endure the stings oft insult and calumny, frf'quently
without either the opportunity of reply, or the hope of redress by
law. We are denied the privilege of the meanest malefactor
that of being confronted with our accusers. We are excluded
from the places in which the most galling and most influential of
the calumnies pronounced against us are uttered.”*  Bnt notwith-
standing such, and greater persecutions, the Irish Catholies, an op-
pressed minomy, have not only uhuiined Emancipation from such
oppression, but are actually through the Political influence of
their position, almost at the helm ot state in Great Britain. The
impersonation of their grieveances and their spirit— Daniel O.
Connell, without a sword in his hand, wields more potent sway
over Britain, 1t 1s said, than did Oliver Cromwell.

It is the l.u\r thul, that an oppressed minority shall ultimately
obtain a ruling influence over their oppressors.  'T'his isa startling
proposition to app v to the case of our people, yet it is not discord-
ant with probability. 1t is not probable that, like the Jews, we
will wield power by the influence of money, for our efforts do not
bend that way.  Nor s it likely that, like the Irish Catholics, we
shall g paramount political intluence, hecause, even granting
that our political nightdshall be restored to us, our relative decrease
in numbers will be attended with a prumrtmnul diminution of
power at the ballot box.  But there are other influences which can
wield strong power in these United States — other influences than
wealth or pohtical weight.  "There may be such influences as will

s Llarl of Shrewsbury in his * Reasons for not taking the test.” Second Edit;
Appendix, 755.
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make political power the mere expression of themsejves,and there-
fore subordinate. ¥or example, how great is the influence of.the
clergy, who are almost entirely excluded from acculw weag]th
and from the direct, egercise of political power. T%8"a curious
fact, that the laws an@i_ihe times have placed us in cirfumstances
very analagous, inde,eﬂ almost identical with those of the clergy.
They exclude us from a-direct participation in politics, from the
facilities for accumulating wealth, from militia training and from
jury duty. Being thus excluded from the bustle of practical every
day life, it is most likely that our encrgies will seck employment
in the more abstract studies, and it may be, that through them we
shall attain the influence * which it shall be our destiny to possess.

It is true, that at present our people pay very little attention to
such studies. Our efforts are now, for the most part, devoted to
the preliminary movement of supplying personal necessities, or in
obtaining a livelihood. T'o attain this (a living) requires an
amount of energy on our part greater than is put forth by the
white population; for all their efforts are favored by the laws and
by customs which, are both of them, barriers in onr way. That
we are overcommg these barriers, is proven by the evidence of
figures, which cannot lie. It s snid by political economists, that
the best evidenee of improvement in the social condition of a peo-
ple, is furnished by their bills of mortality. 'I'hat is to say, the
fewer the proportion of deaths, the higher the standard of social
comforts.

If we apply this rule to our people, we have improved nearly 18
per cent. during the last ten years: for, in 1830, Fmerson’s medi-
cal statistics shew the deaths among the people of color to have
been one in every twenty-one per annum ; whilst the city inspec-
tor’s report for the past ycar shows, that wnong our people the
deaths have been one in every thirty-four persons.  (Notg, this
fact is a sufficient answer to those calumniators who have asserted
that the free colored inhabitants of the northern eities are plunged
into hopeless degradation ; that their constitutions cannot endure

« Mayor Morris ( April, 1843) has recently announced that “suftering some from
their opponents, for having acted rightly”™ is a swie claim on the Fnlitic:tlgratinulu of
the great Democracy. And, an appeal to their grievances is the source of the in-
creasing influence of the Trish Catholies. I both eases the influences rest on maoral
sympathy, an influence which the people of color may be destined to wield, Fven at
this moment, how streng is the r.'k:lim of the colored people on the sym vathy and
support of the Demoeratic party, on avowed Democratic principles. nt( allﬁough
the Democracy are bitterly opposed to the rights of the people of color, they are not
more so than zfm "Tory ministry were to the Catholic Emancipation bill in 1828
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the rigors;of a northern climate; and, that in competition with
the superior eénergies of white laborers, they will “ of necessity be

driven toghgiipall.” LT

The eom  hitherto and at presentdcvog&d to the maintenance
of our persons, when they have attained shat object, will still ex-
ist. Energies cannot perish in a%temperatgzclime, and amid the
friction of civilization; they’ cafifiot perish, but they will have a
new direction ; and this diret:tio[ir‘??"for the reasons already stated,
will be:towards abstract pursuits:’ “There is another reason why
they até likely to take this dircetion, especially towards moral sel:
ence; the more comforts we possess, the more sensible will we
heecome of ‘the privation of richts, nnder which we labor. This
will lead to an effort to obtain those rights; and as physical foree
is out of the question, the effort must he purely intellectual, and in
order to maintain the struggle we must (ualify ourselves to reason
down the prejudices which bar us from rights.  We will then be
in a state of transition, the passing from slavery to liberty by our
inborn efforts.  And this transition state has ever proved the most
purely intellectual in the history of any people. 1t has furnished
Treland with her Moore, her Eimmetts, her Sheil, and her O’Con-
NerL. It will raise up for us men of might. For we are destined
to write the literature of this republié,* which is still, in letters, a
mere province of Great Britain, ‘We have already, even from the
depths of slavery furnished the only music which the country has
yet produced.  We are also destined to write the poetry of the na-
tion ; for as real poctry gushes forth from minds embued with a
Jofty perception of the truth; so our faculties, enlarged in the in-
tellectual struggle for liberty, will necessarily hecome fired with
glimpes at the glorious and the true, and will weave their inspira-
tion 1nto song.

We are destined to prodnce the oratory of this Republic; for,
since true oratory can only spring from honest eflorts in behalf of
the ricnr, such will of necessity arise amid our struggles—no
holiday speeches in which shall be uttered eloquent falschoods, gar-
nished untruths, and hollow boasting of a state of things which
exist only in the imagination; but, on the contrary we shall utter
the carnest pleadings of down trodden humanity, seeking security
from wrongs too long inflicted, no longer to be endured:* In fine,

+ Mr. Cornelius Matthews has lately commeneed this work, and in the sclectiom
of onetopic has gone far enongh back to make a beginning It is 1o be hoped that he
will not spoil this prediction, :
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we are destined to spread over our common country the holy influ-
ence of principles, the glorious Ilﬂ'ht of Truth: and as physical
light falls upon and penctrates the dark bosom of th Wh giving
llte and sustenance tg;the herbs and plauts which” their in-
crease for the supply of the physical wants of man, even so shall
there go forth from ¢ r'mmd;;ihe glorous light of truth which
shall pvnetrate tne hearts of thase who oppress us, and give life
and sustenance to those long deétmant germs (of our common hu-
manity) whose kindly fruits shall be brotherly love and Christian

Charity.
APPENDIX A.

The views contained in this lecture are based upon the unity of
the human race;* from this primary fact, it is inferred that the
colored people will act just like any other men placed in their cir-
cumstances, and !/zerqfore will attain high tluence i the destiny

of our common country. .
It is in this point that the Jecture differs from the views of thoset

who, since it was delivered, but without any knowledge of it, have
arrived at the same r*nnclnsmn but on different prenuises. P hese
writers hold that the high destiny of the Afric-Awericans will arise
from the fact that they are differently constituted trom their white
oppressors. 'I'hey err in attributing to peculiarity of mental con-
stitntion, developements which are merely the result of outward

circumstances, such as climate, soil, and mode of living. 'Taking
man as a unity, these circumstances are amply sutficient to account
for all the diversity in appearance, language, conduct, &e. &ec.,

which the various portions of the human fanily now present,

This is the great problem which ethuography is gradually unfold-
ing, a problem for the solution of which the interior of Africa is
probably rich in materials, the want of which, leaving a gap in
that science, has led to such unsound inferences as those to which
we allude,

Should this pamphlet meet with a sullicient degree of success,
the anthor will, in a future publication, enter more fully into the

above question,

¢ Animalia in Genere quae diferunt, Nunquaminter se procreant.  Animalibus in
Speeie quae differunt clsi progenies sit, ea tamen progenies non parit. - is per-
miss{s ntomnium honinttm tnica species sn pline eat; qunnmm hominnm gquantum-
vis nature vulmve ditferentium proge nies non ideireo sterileseit: e, g, In hae vero
Republica, aliqui Albis Nigrisque orti, qui mulattoes dienntnr, non steriles sunt.

t Mrs. Child in the Anti-Slavery Standard, and Westminister Review for January

1843, p. 9.
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