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Hlegro £-natical Activities.
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A number of other pl C, es DO NOT WRITEIN THESE SPACES

in the legro -District of Harlem were

visited, but no aditional infor-

mation vvaS secured of interest to

the i3ureau. DELETED COPY SENT -44)

8Y LETTER 49- 27"-
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REPORT MA AT
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FACTS DEVELOPED

Agent called at the hoiie of Cyril V. Briggs,

213 Jet 105th Str. and 'ound him ruiAng out SpeciFl Bulletins for

the A.B.3. andh e said he was mailinP one to each of the members of

the organi'-ation and he ielt the rnerabership would t.ke a treat inter-

est in it.

I saw Grece Calpbell on Saturday night and ,bhe

Scia Huiswood is going on another tour as he had done so muh good

while on the lst one aI had got such good results he is going to

try it acain.

Briggs said tITt he had received- a great many

replies from the South and Aest from the drive. He said the insurance

plan will not go into effect until the first of the year and by that

time he will oe fully prepared to take care of it.'-

Iutives hove oeen sent to all members of the

lical post to be present at the next meeting vhich will take place at
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TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

EJ!A: ()AIPiICAH BIl?-/OD 3-ITH. HOO)
Negro radical Activities.

FACTS DEVELOPED

(4 3
Agent went to the hone of cyril 3rigEs, 213

and found him Liailing out a Speci&l Bulletin for

the A.3.B. Drive and he said vie are making greet progress now and

all thc t v.e need is some more speakers like Huiswood. He said that

*1W

said

they would do E1l they could to help us in our drive and

culate our literature in the meetings

would cir-

that they hold.

Agent helped mail out some of the -pecial

Bulle tins

district

then visited a number of other places in the

but secured no -iaitional inforriation o04 value.

DIC
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

RECrOP DED &ID~

BUREAU OF INVEST

NOV 23 1 232
DEPARTMENT OF USTICE

ROUTED TO FlI' N

Hoover-
COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO

VvASIIG IT (3) 1"EWV YQK (2)

ori noted

7
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REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY:

11/21/23 11/17/23 EARL E. TITUM

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

R A: AAUICAN ELOOD BOTHFiRHOOD
Ilegro Hadical Activities. --

FACTS DEVELOPED*

Agent went to the home of Cyril V. Briggs,

216 W. 15th Str. and helped mail out the Crusader Service. Briggs

said that the meeting lst night was the uest meeting he have had in

quite some time ar from now on the organization will meet regularly

in order to build up the organization. He said the insurarme plan

will give the members something for their money.

Briggs said what he wanted to do was to get

the IRegros out of the strike breaking class and build up an organization:

where we can demand certain things as well as the White People. He

said the U.K.K., the K. of C. and the Jews, as well as various national

ities are against us and are keeping us down.

During my conversation with Briggs, I learned

that he was born In Nevis, West Indies.

Agent then went to the home of Grace Camn-ell,

DEC 7 1923
206 West 133rd Str. She said that 3riggs was orkDC 71923

DO NOT W EINTEESPAZ

hard for the Arty but she thought FI O.

he was worried very much about some- BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI N

thing since the workers' Pcarty moved NOV 23192
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE E

its headquarters to Chicago. Vhe said ROUTEoTO.
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that while the headquarters of the WVo rkers' Party was here Briggs

held a position with them that paid Q50.00 a week ard thc t he hd

time for the African 3lood .Brotherhood work at the same time.

Agent then visited a number of places in the

Negro ±vistrict of Harlem but learned nothing additional for the

Bureau.
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Instructions of Sper- gt. in Charge Brennan: N1.Y.File
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REPORT MADE AT

Ln2 w YO:T I .Y.
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

11/22/23 11/21/23 JOSEP H G. T1TKER1

RE: dAF~RIC.T 0310D iTHHOOD - NEGRO RADICAL ACTIVITIES
Sic and Death benefit Fund Astablihed by above Organization.

Continuing on the above investigation last

reported upon by the writer on the 19th instant, I today again called

at the of ice of the 3tate superintendent of Insvrance, 165

-id furnie hed Lr. Diefenuorf

Br oadway

of the Legal Department with the address

of CNyril Briggs an(-, a copy of the circular letter being distributed

thr-vehout the menbership of the African Blood Brotherhood by Brigcs.

He stated that he would have cohfidential investigation made of this

matter and inform me later of the result of same.
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-. ORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

NON Ycm:,I.. ~ 311/22/23 11/19/23 JOSEPH G. TUCKER

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RE: 4&1FRICAN BLOOD 13ROTHERHjiOOD - NEGIEO RADICAL ACTIVITIES
Sick and Death Benefit Fund Ii stablished by above Organization.

FACTS DEVELOPED

Today this office received from Special Agent

E a arl E. Titus, copies of a n.imeographed letter issued by "Executive

Head" 6f the African Blood i3rotherhood. The letter, which is

addres-ed to "Dear Sisters and Brothers," states "the Insurance

Department is now in operation," and goes on to say that those mem-

bers of the AfricrCn .tlood Brotherhood who join the Insurance Lepart-

ment will be raid a sick benefit of 6.00 per week for forty weeks

and 1 100.03 in the event of death.

As this letter does not state whether the organ-

ization had complied with the State Insurame Laws, I today called

at the New York Office of the State Superintendent of Insurance, 165

Broadway onthepresumption that a possible fraud might be contemplated

by Brigps and his associates under the guise of insurance and sick

benefit fund.

At this office I interviewed Lr. liefendorf of the

Legal Department, who inbrimed me that it depended upon the member-
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

ship and eiaount of insurance offered by --

church, social and beneficial organ- 0 -' DEC 7 1923
BUK O V ST TI t S

izations whether they be classified BUY2 T

on a footing with insurance comnanieS; DEPARTMENTOFJU ICE

ROUTED TO

he added that scieties vwth a mem,-riber- H0oo"Ves
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ship of over 2,000 who offered to pay insurance of more than (400.00,

were required to make returns and a statement of their financial

condition to the State Superintendent of Insurance. Ir. Diefendorf

stated that while the African Blood Brotherhood offered to pay less

than the above amount as a death benefit, which would exempt it from

the class of societies required to make a return, he would, if I

would furnish him with additional information, have ohe of his inves-

tigators look the matter up and get more detailed information regard-

ing the African Blood Brotherhood's insurance scheme. I arranged

to furnish Lr. Diefendorf later with the address of Briggs and bucb

additionl- infornstion as I might be able to secure.

0011T I HTUED.
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11/22/23
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11/21/23
REPORT MADE BY

2ARL 0. TITU3

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

: (L2':.ICA NLOO 3.O
egro medical Actigities. Ci

at the home of ',r. Cyril V. Jri F,-s

md vc s infurmed that be v'uld not be ho,.e until tomorrow.

When visited a nuciber of .laces ain Lauring the

evening went to Liuerty Liunt

no regular meeting taking place.

fo-Ln only a few members about and

I remained there from 9.0 P.1M.

until 0. ;3D P.I.,

to the Bureau.

during which time secured no inforr.at ion of value
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REPORT MADE AT

New York City

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

U. 3. vs ILARCUS

FACTS DEVELOPED

DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

j/21/ 2 3__ 11/13/23 to &[timer J. Davis

GARVEY Vio. aSe. t21.5 U..C.C
Using IMails to Defraud

In company with -agent James E. Amos, the writer had.

a conference with Assistant U. $S. Attorney Idattuck, who requested

that we compare the Bill of Axceptions filed by the subject with

the original testimony in the case.

Pursuant to his request, and with the casent of Agent

in Oberge Brennan, the writer and Agent Amos has been so engaged

during the period shown above.

Continued.
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OFFICE OF

SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE

;Department of Yugtice
Igureau of lnbestigation

15 PARK Row, 14TH FLOOR

NEW YORK, N. Y.

November

( )

21s tI

TELEPHONE, BARCLAY 8160

POST OFFICE BOX 241
CITY HALL STATION

1923.

Director,
Bureau of
Department

Investi peti on,
of Justice,

v.Chincstoia D.C.

Attention: J.-J. Hoover, Esq.
(e:Odrican Blood Brotherhood -

Negro radical Activities.
File Io. R-218-D.

N.Y.

Dear Sir :

I am transritting herewith two copies each of the

Program End Aims of the African Blood Brotherhood and &pplication

blanks for mebership.

Ver

in Charge.
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ODA. GTOF

SPECIAL AG T IN CHARGE

Ztpartmtnt of Tutice
jgureau of Inbettigation

15 PARK Row, 14TH FLOOR

NEW YORK, N. Y.

November 21st, 1923.

Director,0
Bur eEu of Irve sti ati on
Department of Justice,
Jeshin ton,.C.

Attention: J.E. Hoover, ,sq,
R-Y:AfrjcEn 1310607 Brotherhood

Regro --Ledicc Activities.
File 1Eo. i-218-D.

IT.Y.

Dear Sir:

I am transfiitting her evith two copies of the Special

ILembe rs hip 73ulletin of the African Blood B,

forth the organization's stand on various

the race

rotherhood, whicb sets

matters touching upon

ouesti on.

Ver y

Charge.
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SPEC MM 3EMBERSHI P L L E IN

THE ,FRICN Y BLOOD LROTHER)OOD

The Spirit of the A. 3. B.

Apart from the knowledge of the personal benefits
which membership in the B. . B. has brought you, what do x
you know of the tifrican Blood Drotherhood?

You know of the benefits to you of its Sick and Death
Benefit Derpartmnent, of its educaTional classes and forums,
of its Sokols or Calisthenic Clubs, of its Co-oncerative
Enterprises whereby all of the investors are benefitted
rather than j'ust the few big share holders and the offi-
cers as is notoriously the case in capitalist corpora-
tion concerns; at you know of its irustrial units in
which the workers are organized to protect themselves,
better their economic ,;tatas andi aise their standard
of living. Dut what do you know of h1& s 'irit of the
A.B. D. as a race organitaticn?

Its'attitude on a Free africa? Its whole-hearted
advocacy of liberation for the frican pcoles, but
its opposition to wholesale irm iration of the A;eri-
can NeGro to that continent? Its reasons for believ-
ing that' 12,OO,000 Negroes in-A;aerica, at the heart
of an imperialist system, occupy a positioniof the
FX highest straitegic value and once thoroughly orga-
nized and intelliently and courageously led could easi-
ly utilize that position for, first, elevating their
own status, and, secondly, for inspiring, stimulating
and helping a revolt against white rule on the part of
the warrior peoples of jfrica?

Its attituide on the European situation? Its frank
hope for another war in Europe in which the ;hite n.-
tions will comziit suicide on the door-steps of Lsia
and Africa? Its reasons for believing that such a
war would benefit the colored races of the world, and
of Africa and nrerica in particular, because of the
opportunities tl-e resultanrt chaos in Eurone wouldd of-
fer the jfricans and ,,siatics for rhiowing off the
blighting domination of the white race, and thie in-
creased respect which toie j.merican :egro grou-i will re-
ceive as a result of the establishmnmt of free, strong
states in frica?

its attitude on The European' eut to this country?
Its o1-posItion to any canc llatin o. that debt, because,
first, such cancellation would eih-pl -shift the burden £xa
fromn the inperialist-ceitaliSt thieves of Europe to the'
shoulders of the Amnerican wori.g-class, to which 99 per
cent. of the American IRegro grou,. bDlong; d second, bo-
cause such cancellation would lesson the burden urer
which the imperiliats-capitalist rations of Europe are
now forced to stagger toward their dorm? The burden
that is surely and swiftly draggirng them down to bar-
barism and impotency?



Speq il Memnb(-Tip Bulletin, page 2....

Tts attitude on the Soldiers' Bonus? (nd its belief tat
the'workers - colored and white - who fougnt in the last
war "to end war", "war to make the world safe for democra-
CTI", etc., should get a fraction of the immense wealth rear-
ed by the profiteers who stayed at home to mulct the fahi-
li6s of the men in the trenches? Its belief that not only
should the bonus be paid but that it sho'ul'd be paid by a
tax on wealth rather than by further adding to the taxation
burdins of the poor man?

Its, opposition to the American Legion as a jim-crow sol-
dier organization and an employers' instrument to be used,
alternately with the Ku Klux Klan, against the working-
class of this country, to which 99 per cent. of the Negro
people in the United States belong? Its partiality to end
support of the World War Veterans as a square d eal sold-
ier organization? A rank and file organization free of
racial discrimination and capitalist control?

Its uncompromising and aggressive oppbsition to the
Ku Klux Krlan and all anti-Negro movements because it does
not believe in compromising the future of the Negro or
in cowardly laying down while the race is under attack
and menaced by evil forces?

Its attitude on ro3shevism and Communism? Its belief
that all such forces as menace white capitalist control
of the world, ruron-ean eminent domain, and the imperialist
regimes of Europe snould be encouraged by the darker peo-
ples who stand to benefit most by the undermining and des-
truction di European imperialism and white vworLd doiaina-
tion?

Its three-year-old eitation for a United Negro Front
as the only logical method for sulcoessfull meeting the
onslaughts of our myriad foes and of aterially advabc-
ing the i of our race? :ts reasons for suppoit-
ing -wholeh4dartedlyV and'unsel_-,fishlyr the present '.o0ve in"
that direction engineered bl the United Front confer-
encer of which, with the N. G. A.0. P.', the National
Equal Rights League and other leading Negro orgaiizations,
it is a member?

Its fostering of the Co-operative Movemrent because that
movement has proved in Rurope and the United States its
huge possibojlities for successful operation, and its 3a aC
city for lifting up the under-dog and protecting the *na r:
from the selfish, ir5ividualistic exploitation of the zers-
a'txx capitalists?

,ll these ouesticns are adequately dealt with in "Soli-
darity", the only mdmeographed 7m:7toran of tie i. B. L ,
which is sent to all members who are financio.1.. -7ve ycu
been getting you copy regularly? xre you fjnarcial? Wake
yourself firancial. Reimmber you must be fiai -,ial in
your general membership to get the Lfull benefit L: the
protection of the Sick and Death Benefit Department. Your
general membership costs only 25 cents a ronth. Make
yourSelf finpnriAl At nne.eI



SPEC(LEL :EMBERSHI P )UL L-E1T IN

THEt FRIC'AN DLOOD BROTHERHOOD

The Spi-it of thX A. B. B.

.Apart from the knowledge of the personal benefits
which membership in the A. B. B. has brought you, what do K
you know of the tfrican Blood Brotherhood?

You know of the benefits to you of its Sick and Death
Denefit De-nartment, of its educational classes and forums,
of'its Sokols or Calisthenic Clubs, of its Co-operative
Enterprises whereby all of the investors are benefittedf
rather than just the few big share holders and the offi-
cers as is notoriously tho case in capitalist corpora-
tion concerns; at you know of its industrial units in
which the workers are organized to protect themselves,
better their economic status and raise their standard
of living. But what do you know of '- sirit other

B. D. as a race organization?
Its attitude of a Free ,frica? I )s olc-hearted

advocacy of Iliberation for the .ri-ican peoples, but
its op1-sition to wholesale irmi-ration off the Ameri-
can Negro to that continent? Its reasons for believ-
ing that 12,000,000 Negroes in Amcrica, at the heart
of an irperilist system, occupy a position-of-the
Fl highest strategic value and once thoroughly orga-
nized anid intelligently and courageously led could easi-
ly utilize that position for, first, elevating their
own status, and, secondly, for inspiring, stimulating
and helping a revolt against white rule on the part of
the warrior peoples of -,frica?

Its attitude on Lhe Europe n situation? Its frank
hone for another war in Europe in which the white na-
tions will comit suicide on the door-steps of ,sia
and Africa? its reasons for believing that such a
war would benefit tie colored races of the world, and
of Africa and nemerica in particular, because of the
opportunities the resultant chaos in Europe would of-
fer the aifricans and )siatics for throwing off the
blighting domination of the white race, aid the in-
creased respect which tnie American Tegro gpot vill re-
ceive as a result of the establishment of fr , strong
states in .frica?

Its attitude on The Europeand eot to this country?
Its opposition to any cancellation of that debt, because,
first, such cancella-tion would rimpl.L shift the burden from
frcm the inperialist-cepitJlist thivesc of Eurohe to the'
shoulders of the American wor F-olass, to which 99 per
cent. of the American egro grouu bcl g; and, second, be-
cause such cancellation would leLson the burden under
which the imperi.iats-cs.pitalist nations of Europe are
now forced to stagger toward their doom? The burden
that is surely and swiftly dragging them down to bar-
barism and impotency?

(see next page) 4 s/
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Its attitude on the Soldiers' Bonus? And its belief that
the workers - colore. and white - who fought in the last
war "to end war", "war to make the world safe for democra-
cy", etc., should get a fraction' of the immense wealth rea,- I
ed by the profiteers who stayed at home to mulct the faii-
1i6s of the men in the trenches" Its belief that not only
should the bonus Ce paid but that it should be paid by a
tax on wealth rather than by further adding to the taxation

j burdens of the poor man?

Its opposition to the American Legion as a jim-crow sol-
dier organization and an employers' instrumnent to be used,
alternately with the Ku Klux Klan, against the working-
class of this country, to which 99 per cent. of the Negro
people in the Uti.ed States belong? Its rartiality to and
support of the World War Veterans as a square d eal sold-
ier organization? L rank and file organization free of
racial discrimination and capitalist co-rurol?

Its unco mprloising and aggressive opposition to the
Ku Klux Klan and all anti-Negro movements because it does
not believe in comnromising the future of the Negro or
in coardly laying down while tle race is under attack
and menaced by evil forces?

Its attitude on Bolshevism and Co.mmr.u.nism? Its belief
that all such forces as menace white capitalist control
of the world, Emuopean eminent domain, and the ixnerialist
regimes of Europe should be encoturaged by the darker peo-
ples who stand to benefit most by the undermining and des-
ta-uction dI Europeal. imperialism and white world domina-
tion?

Its three-year-old egitation for a United Iegro Front
as the only logical :aethod for successfully meeting the
o'nslaughts of our myriad foes and of naterla1ly advanc-
ing the i:nterests of our race? its reasons for support-
iLg wholehdertedlr anditanselfishlythe present ,o-e in'
tiat directn onlineered 'the United Front Co-fer'-
ence of wh.iLch, with he N. .%. 2. 0. P.', t:>e National
Equal Rights League and other leading Negro organizations,
it is a member?

.I.ts fostering of the Co-operative Movement because that
movement has prod in Europe and the Uited States its
huge possibilities for successful operation, &nd its capa-
city for liftng ur the under-dog end prcisbt#:g the inasses
from the selfish, irdividualistic exxloitation c2 t-e nurwx
xKrin capitalists?

'upll ese questions are adeq uate2y dealt with in "Soli-
darity", the only nmeo-raph d xrz.'Lran of the A. L. -1
which is sent to all us!bers wPc are® fmncial. Th.ve you
been getting ycu copy regularly? ,ra-c you finarcial? Make
yourself tiranciel. Remejiber you t bo ftaancial in
youlr er membership to get the Ill benefit of the
protection of the Sick and'Deith Bene-it Department. Your
general inembershin rosts onlv 25 cents a ronth. Make ,
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i. YD ,LH.Y. 11/19/23 11/16/23 ARL - . TITUS V
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FACTS DEVELOPED.

Agent attended a meeting of the above organ-

izetion at the home of Liss Grece Caupbell, 206 West 133rd. Street.

The Leeting wts opened -t 9:00 P.11. and closed at 10:30 P.11. Earl

.. Witus acted as chairman, Euiewood oeing absent. A report was

read which Etatca that all expenses for Euiswood and Lo-ingo were

paid for by the posts they visited and that they gained over 300

members in the various posts they addressed.

Briggs reported mailing out 9,000 drive

letters aid stated he had received good results from, the drive.

3rigge then introduced the sick end death benefit insurance, whiob

wvs accepted by those present and turned over to the Supreme Council

and all posts will vbide by the council in the diiscusbion. A

discussion was had on this matter anu it was shown that other lodges

had an insurEnce plan End as they were not a lodge but an organ-

ization, they would have to have somethirg

o0 that kind to build up the organ- ye.K - -

ization End to increase its member- BUREAU2OFINVE TGA,

-oeceil in T eNOV 21 923
Ship, especially in Uev York City. /ID

DEPARTMENT JUSTICE

They sc id it vuld be a general R6UTEDTO:

HooVER

eovmanus ramona Owns



Q)
(4.

N

-2-

NLii Y04: l-1. Y. 11/16/23 A.B.B. E. TITUS

order all through the A.B.i. and every member would tke out a policy

and make the o-der grow. It was voted that there would De another

meeting on Friday, -:ov. 23rd for the next meeting and final reports

would then be turned in.

have an

to have

results

iiichard .3. Moore said that the UI.A.A.C.P. was to

open forum in Harlem next week and he wants this organization

their forum opened again by all means as he believes goods

will come from it.

Loore, Grace Campbewl and 3ernard Pinder

mere pointed b~y the chair to look for a place for the forum and.

report at the ,ext meeting. Iiss Campbell s&id that in other cities

they could have their meetings in churches but in Nev. York City they

couldn't es the Governmient always hed representatives at these meet-

ings and would oruer them out and maybe arrest them.

7-1169
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT v; YorV- E.7 JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY:

usi YX:C .Y. 11/16/23 11/13/23 ERL 3. TITUS
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RJ: ~'A3ICAB ]3LOD dATl'FERE0D
Negro ncasical Activities.

FACTS DEVELOPED.

Aent went to the homre of Cyril Briggs,

and he told me that sire e Huiswood spoke in ?hiladelphia, he believed

the organization would grow there and that a good many negroes would

join the a.3.3. He further said that Grace Campbell bad told him

that &'he as goi ng to see about the hall for the Forum meeting and

S--he s id she was uuite sure she would get it. He said that he hd.

received a partial list of the Miners Union Secretaries and Huiswood

said he would oe able to furnish him with the balance soon.

Agent went to Liberty Hall on two different

occasions auout 9 &nd 10 o'clock, the usual time of meetings t1-re

ard although soue kind of a srall meeting was going on, no speeches

were made.
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT N7ew York IT 0 ** JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY.
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TITLE AND CHARACTER QF CASE
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Fegro rSdical activities.

21 ' FACTS DEVELOPED:

If.

Agent saw Lr. .A. Domingo on 135th Street and
IV

went with him to the home of cyril Briggs, 213 West 135th Str. and

while there Doingo said he was in Phil delphia with Otto .. Euiswood

-nd while there made a speech in one of the churches there. He said

it was a little old church ani that it was crowded. He said Euiswoo(

made a fine speech and succeeded in convincing his audience, and if

given the cnmnce would rmke one of the best organizers there is. He

said housing conditions in that city are in bad shape and Huiswood

got a committee of that church together for the purpose of calling all

the local ministers together to see if they couldn't get better living

conditions.

.Briggs said he met Cules En& hd a talk wi

him -nd found him a pretty nice chap ani there was no truth in wh

he hEd ueen told bbout him. ;,EhORDED&

Domingo said he

saw in the Chicngo Lefen-er that

Duboise was to go to 4est Africa.

Domingo further

said that Garvey we-s gai ning ground
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in his new movement --nd -fter be gets a few of those rafters out of

his order, he will have one of the foremost organizations in the

country. Fe sid Garvey learned a great deal while in jail End

h-d time to think over his istakes. He said that the I.A.A.C.P.

is a oo0 orgaization and are getting good results uut Gtrvey has

the ability of organizing. He said that Garvey in his trip out

west mide a good many friends who are now willirn to help him.

Briggs said he had received a letter from Claude IlcCy

to the effect that he was in Germany and that he was to stay there

until something happened.
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November 19th, 1923.

Director,
3ureEu of Investigation,
Department of Justice,
I ashinpton, i.0.

Attention: J.::;. Hoover, sq.
bAfrican ilood i3rotherhood, Negro

Rnauical activities, D.Y.Pile 11o. rL-218-D.

Dear Sir:
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I am transmitting herewith two copies of a "Special
Bulletin," dfted Pov. 19th, 1923 and issued by the African
Blood 3rotherhood, calling attention of the membership to the
establish ent by the organic zation of an insurance and sick
benefit fund.

It will be observed that the organization proposes to
pay z100.00 death benefit and a sick benefit of '6.00 per week for
40 weeks.

Having in mind the fraud practiced on the Pegro people
by larcus uarvey, through the Black Star Line, inquiries will be
instituted in this city with a view to ascertaining whether the
State insurance laws are being curplied with and in the event they
are not, it is proposed to turn over sabch information as may be
obtained by this office to the County District Attorney for such
action as he nay deem adviable.

I



/ FE ClL ULTLETIN,

/ FRICjLN DODu0D frlOTHERhOOD. $2bjecou INSUMCE

Dated November 19, 1923.

Dear Sisters and L.rotaers:

The following information is se-L you by order of the
Aunreme Executive Council of the roterhood:-

The Insurance eDarttment is now in operating.
Delay in organizing triis Department was due to the care

and work involved in order co keep up the Jrotherhood's record
of fair dealing with its members and the p--blic in general. Ev-
ery precaution has accordingly been taken for your full protec-
tion and the effective and satisfactory operation of the Insur-
ance Department, and the following decisions reached:

First, that the protection of this Department shall be ex-

tended only to those who are members of the Brotherhood;
Second, that the Purnds of this Denartment shall be kept

separately from the tunix general funds of the Brotherhood;
Third, that while the Posts or branches of the rother-

hood are made responsible for the payment of the Sick Benefits
of their members, the Supreme Executive C6ancil shall accept
this responsibility wherever a Post is unable to meet its obli-
gations.

Fourth, that the initiation feb into the Insurance De-
partment Shall be the sum of two ("2.00) dollars for all per-
sons under forty-six years of age and in good health at the
time. For applicants over forty-six years of age and under
sixty-five, the initiation fee shall be five dollars. For per-

sons over sixty-five years of age and unuer seventy the ini-
tiation fee shall be ten Iollars.

Fifth, that the dues shall be fifty (50) cents a month for
all members.

Sixth, that a Sick -enefit of Six ()6.O0) dollars a week
is authorized by the SuprefLe Executive Council, but may be in-
creased at the discretion of the Pos to which the sick member
belongs. The Council authorizes and pledges a payment of six
dollars a week for forty weeks, and ana three dollars a weeic
for another forty weeks, 'n case of necessity.

Seventh, that of the monthly dues of 50 cents, the sum
of 20 cents shall be retained by the Post Treasury for the pay-
ment of the Sick Denefits of its members for which it is res-
ponsible, with the provision heretofore stated that the Sureme
Executive Council pledges such payments in the event of insol-
vency of any Post. The remaining 30 cents of the monthly dues
shall be forwarded to the Supreme Executive Council for the
Death Fund of the organization.

Eighth, the Death benefitt ,hall be 0100 to every and any
financial member who dies. The Death Benefit shall be paid by
the Supreme Executive Council within 24 hours of notification
of death.

Ninth, tnat no member is entitled to any benefits until
he has been six (6) months in the Insurance Lepartment.

Tenth, that eny member who is unpaid up in his insurance
dues for twenty days past the first of the month, which is the
date on which all dues should be paid in the Drotherhood, shall
be considered unfinancial and shall not be entitled to any ben,-
fits from the Insurance Department of the i3rotherhood.

Eleventh, that any member of the Insurance Uepartment who
has not paid his regular membership dues in the Brotherhood xci'
the - period of three months and is accordingly unfinancial in
Brotherhood shall be considered as unfinancial in the Insur&m e
'Denartmenit, by reason of the provision that the protection of
the Insurance Department shall not be extended to others then
membe rs of the iro thernkood.

Twelfth, that each Post has the right as a branch of a
fraternal organization, to ask for contributions from its mem-
bership for the pu~'rpos e of further helping the family of a
deceased brother or sister, and may use all constitutional
means whereby to raise such monies as they are needled.

'Fraternally yonrs,

Executive HeLad 1 A, .,,

uTHE * B* B. - TIE NEGRO'S ROCK oJ GLE.LThR"



'ECl3L DJLLETIN

/ nFRICjA.N DLOOD 3ROT-ERHOOD. S ject: I NSTU ,CE

Dated November 19, 1923.

Dear Sisters and _irotners: 41

The following information is sent you by order of tle
Aunreme Executive Council oi the Brotherhood:-

The Insurance department is novw in operation.
Delay in organizing this Department was due to the care

and work involved in order -to keep up the 3r3otherhood's record
of fair dealing with itLe members and the public in general. Ev-
ery precaution has accordingly been talcen for yo-Lr full protec-
tion and the effective and satisfactory operation of the Insur-
ance Department, and the following decisions reached:

First, that the protection of this Department shall be ex-
tended only to those who are members of the Lrothelrhood;

Second, that the Tunds of this Department shall be kept
separately from the innas general funds of the Drotherhood;

Third, that while the Posts or branches of the Brother-
hood are made responsible for the payment of the Sick Denefits
of their members, the Supreme Executive Council shall accept
this responsibility wherever a Post is unable to meet its obli-
gations.

Fourth, that the initiation feb into the Insurance De-
partment Shall be the sum ol two ('12.00) dollars for all per-
sons under forty-six years of age and in good health at the
time. For applicants over forty-six years of age and under
sixty-five, the initiationa fee shall be five dollars. For per-
sons over sixty-five years of age and unoier seventy the ini-
tiation fee shall be ten dollars.

Fifth, that the dues shall be fifty (50) cents a month for
all members.

Sixth, that a Sick 3ecefit of E.x (,6.00) dollars a week
is authorized by the Suoreme Executive Council, but may be in-
creased at the discretion of the Post to which the sick member
belongs. The Council authorizes and pledges a payment of six
dollars a week for forty vveeks, and xra three dollars a week
for another forty weeks, in case of necessity.

Seventh, that of the monthly dues of )50 cents, the sum
of 20'cents shall be retained by the Post Treasury for.the pay-
ment of the Sick Decefits of its members for which it is res-
ponsible, with the provision heretofore stated that the Supreme
Executive Council pledges such payments in the event of insol-
vency of any Post. -Te remaining 30 cents of the monthly dues
shall be forwarded to the Supreme Executive Council f.or the
Death Fund of the organization.

Eighth, the Death benefit shall be 100 to every and any
financial member who dies. The Death Denefit shall be paid by,
the Supreme Executive Council within 24 hours of notification
of death.

Ninth, that no member is entitled to any benefits until
he has been six (6) months in the Insurance Lepartment.

Tenth, that any member who is unpaid up in his insurance
dues for twenty days past the first of the mionths which is the
date on whic~i all dues should be paid in the Drotherhood, shall
be considered unfinancial and shall not be entitled to any bene-
fits from the Insurance Department of the Brotherhood.*

Eleventh, that any member of the Insurance Department who
has not paid his regular membership dues in the Drotherhood
-the period of three months and is accordingly unfinancial in i
Brotherhood shall be considered as unfinancial in the Insur.;nt
Department, by reason of tne provision that the protection of
the Insurance Department shall not Le extended to others then
members of the Jrotherhood.

Twelfth, that each Post has the right as a branch of a
fraternal organization, *o ask f or contributions from its mem-
bership f or the purpos e of further helping the family of a
deceased brother or sister, and may use all constitutional

, means whereby to raise sush monies as they are needed.

'raternally you: &',

Executive H-ead, .. ,2
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Agent called at the home of Cyril Brigga and

found 3riggs writing for the Cruader Service and he said he was down-

town F11 d.y yesterday trying to locate the list of the iner's

Union, but su far he has not been able to obtain it. He stick he

was not getting any rapid results from the drive as yet but thinks

that after he gets the iner's list things will change. He said,

he had received a letter from a business man downtown this morning,

but didn't mention his name, who is an anti-cor..unist ai who offered

him a position but that he wrote and told him he didn't want it.

He said this man will now know we mean business ar that the Communist

aoes not want to co-operate with any one at all,
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HL~:J1( ~/ 72 ~November 20, 1923.

6OV 26 19421 Mr. Walter C. Footer,
P. 0. Box 451,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Sir:

Information has been received to the
effect that one L,_.1 ie-of Philadelphia
was recently in Lfew TEFZ~Ut; and made arrange-
menta for one 4. A. Domingo to speak in a
Philadelphia onarch on November 1th.

The arranEemont entered into by Coles
was with the renresent-.tives of the African
Blood Brotherhood and it is evident that Coles,
Domingo, et al. are oonneuted with that organi-
zation.

The forgoing is for yotir information.

Yoirs ver truly,

11/Di rector.

~ tOOLOTI

~ 1K>'i

'If
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FACTS DEVELOPED.

Agent went to the bome of Cyril V. -Briggs and helped

mail out 750 Crusader Service bulletins. Briggs said that be

received a letter from the General Secretary of the Miner's Union

saying that be would mail him a list of the secretaries and that he

should have it by Monday morning. He said he would then be able to

complete his drive.

Agent then went to the bome of Miss Grace Campbell,

O6 West 133rd Str. W. and while there, Ir. L.N. Coles of Philadel-

phia came in and said that he wanted Lr. Otto B. Euiswood and Miss

Campbell to speak in a churcb in Philadelphia on Sunday. Iisa

Campbell told him that as she was unable to go she hi got W.A.

Domingo to go in her place and they were to go to Washington and

speak tonight and would be in Philadelphia tomorrow afternooh and

j uit then speak in the church as was intended for her to do.

os went to the telegraph office and sent a telegram to that
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

±ef)'9--ater agent talked withNE ,- --- D

Coles, who said that he was in for aytiga&OFyINVESTIG NOV 2 6 923

radical and that be has been a
DEPARTMENT OF USTIE lC

radical 16 years and that by hard, ROU1TEDTO. r

workhhe was beginning to work the -923

Negroes ty tho re.
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RE: OAFRICAN BLOOD BROTHERHOOD
Negro radical Activities.



Instructiums of
Bre nnan:

. in Charge

Tew York,I1.Y.
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY

REPORT MADE AT. DATE WHEN MADE. PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE. REPORT MADE PY:

NJ Yo.c,LI.Y. 11/12/23 11/9/23 &AP E. TITUS

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE.

RE:C'AESICAN SLOOD BL2OTHRE OOD
Negro itadical Activities.

FACTS DEVELOPED:

Agent called at the home of Cyril Briggs, 213 W.

135th 6tr. ana found him writing for the Crusader Service and he said

he wrs getting some good response from the drive now and the percen-

tape was far greater than he anticipated. He said be was talking

v.ith Ir. Huiswood last niEht ard he told him that be would be able to

get a list of the miners secretaries by tonight.

Agent then via ited a number of places in Harlem

among the Uegroes but learned nothing more of interest to the Bureau.
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Case originated .7 Office - Journal L'lade.

REPORT MADE AT ATE WHEN MADE I PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE T MADE BY

NE 4 YOiE, iH. Y. 11/6/23 11/3/23 EAZL .E. TITUS

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RE: AFRICAN LOOD MBOTH;HOODI
Negro radical Activities. (n

FACTS DEVELOPED

Agent met 1r. John T. Lorris of 210 vest 133rd

Str. and he advised me there we are to have a big meeting at 149 West

13tbhStr. on SundEy night, iov. litb.

Called on Cyril V. Briggs aria found him mailing

out the Crusader Service. He said that when we get the Legro

worked up to the extent whee he will do for himself as the fighting

Irish did, then we will be recognized an& not until then. He spoke

acout the moving picture "The Birth of a Nation" and said that the

Negroes had protested about it, but nothing was done. He said that

every picture of this kind should be amaohed. He further said that

he now has the drive on and after it sinks into the Pegroes mind, they

will have to be recognized. He said we hve to organize and that

this drive it to wake the legro up.

DELETED COPY W DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
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Case originated . Office -Journal t-de. . Y.File Vo.
Instructions of Spt "7t. in Charge Brennan: R-218-D. (
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE LY

REPORT MADE AT. DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE. REPORT MADE BY:

NIV YORKI.w. 11/8/23 11/6/23 EARL E. TITUS
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE.

R1.::OA-THICAH 3LOOD .3O-THEREOO'0D V0
Negro xiadical Activities,

FACTS DEVELOPED.

Agent went to the home of Cyril V. Briges,

and fourd him looking over his records and he said that he had been

down to the Iorkers' Party for two days looking for the list of

secretaries of the Liner's Unions, which bad been misplaced by some

one or stolen. He said that every one of the secretaries belong

to the A.B.3's and that they are 90,000 strong. As soon as hi findsthe

list, he will send out circulars to them. He said that he is carry-

ing on the biggest drive sire the organization started. He said that

he had arranged for the general organizer of the 11iners' Union to make

speeches.

Briggs said that he hoped to get tlhe Foram

started soon and t-at there will be a meeting of the A.3.B. bn the

evening of the 7th.

I visited a number of places in Harlem among

the Eegroes but failed to secure any additional DONOTWRITEIN THESSPA

information. of value to the Bureau. FIENO.
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November 16, 19243

Mr. E. L. Osborne,
P. 0. Box 1033,
Indianapolis, Ind.

Dear Sir:

The Bareat is in receipt of informa-
tion to the effort that a recent advertisement
appeared in a periodical called the Indianapolis
"Spokesman", relative to a memb rship drive of
the African Blood Brotherhood.

As yoa know tais is a particularly
relical orU.nizbtion doinC propaganda work in
netro airclee, and yuar attention is called
thereto in order that appropriate investigation
may be mi-de of the periodical in question and -
of the situation in general.

You
~*-

A
I

SA

RsOORDE~D&IN

M4 ATLED

i '3? 1923

Director.
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REPORT MADE AT

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

H :-AFilIC- Al 3LOG
Negro avdica

3 .---. in Charge Brennan: .Yrile No. E-218
Zie Journal Made. ( )C

DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

11/6/23 11/5/23 EARL E. TITUS

U BRI2YHIERHOOD
1 Activities.

FACTS DEVELOPED

&j~- 2)
Agent visited the home of Cyril V. Briggs and was

informed that ... Briggs went downtown early this morning and would

not be home -until lete in the evening. Then went to the hone of

Miss brace Gampbell nd found no one at home. Agent visited a

number of platoes in Harlem among the INegro people and learned nothing

for the benefit of the Bureau.

Later agent saw an advertisement in the Indianapol

Spokesman for the nembership drive of the Lfrican Blood Brotherhood.

Is C
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IL OFFIC H OF TELEPHONE, BARCLAY 8160
tlAL AGENT IN CHARGE . POST OFFICE BOX 241

tcDWAKrD J BRENNAN 
carv Hm-L srArson

)Repartment of 3Jutice .
3Sureau of bestigation

15 PARK Row, 14TH FLOOR

NEW YORK, N. Y. ,'

Nov. 9 1923

Mr. William J. Burns,
Director Burean of Investigation REs US*VSe. MAOUS GARV Y
Department of Justice,
Washington D.C.

Dear Sirs

Assistant U.S.Attorney Maddox spoks to me yesterday
and also today to arrange to have Special Agent L.ortimer J6 Davis
here as soon as possible for the reason that the above named defendant,
Marcus Garvey has filed a bill of exception and the Government
has to reply to same within the next two weeks.

Mr. Maddox states that Davis is almost indispensible and
it will be absolutely necessary that he should have the services
of Agent Davis to aid and assist him in preparing the Government's
answer.

I explained to Mr. Maddox that Davis is now in Savannah on
another important investigation and the date of his return I did
not know but that we consider the Marcus Garvey 'case also a very
important one and that I would write the Director and put the
facts up to him and request that arrangements be made to have Agent
Davis return to New York to assist him on this case.

Mr. Maddox stated that in view of the circumstances he would
do everything in his power to arrange his matters, and requested
that Special Agent Davis be here in New York not later than next
'ednesday morning Nov. 14 1923.

I would thank you to please arrange to have Special Agent
Davis here next Wednesday.

v. a r., o

~~ tQ) . rennan R)I1CO.RDED &I~i

ia1 ent in Charge.
DTBE CDD PYSET
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Instructioniieceived from Agent in Ch~t a Edw. R. Bonher.
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT VWashington, D. C* JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY

REPORT MADE AT. DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

Washington, D.C. 11/7/23 11/6/23 A. L. Brent.
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RE: MARCUS GARVEY. Negro Radical.

FACTS DEVELOPED

Washington, D. C. f6725
Attention Mr. Hoover.

On Tuesday evening, November 6, 1923, this Agent attended a meet-

ing which was adcLressed by Marcus Garvey, at John Wesley A. 1,. E. Zion

Church, 14th and Corcoran Streets, N. W., Probably the largest audien-

ce ever addressed by Garvey in this city were on hand to hear him.

-Attorney Joseph i. Stewart, who has been identified with all of

Garvey's activities in this city, acted as Master of Ceremonies, and

in introducing the speaker referred to him as the most wide awake,

the only,NEGRO in the world.

The subject was quite as outspoken in his address as he was be-

fore his trial and conviction; in fact, his address was substantially
the same as the one delivered by him at the Lincoln Memorial Church,

11th & R Streets, N. i., on April 21st last.

Mr. Garvey began by stating that he had just returned from a

trip across the continent by way of the South. He remarked that he
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

liked the south better than any othe ILo.RE onr)D&INDEXED

part of the United States because he NOV 15 1923
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

understood the southern people bette. *
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in regard to the Negro. They make no pretence of being willing to

accept him in any other manner than his present status in the south

allows, whereas people further north are very hard to understand be-

cause they are always on the fence and are likely to flop either way.

He went on to say that he wanted to tell the negroes how much

progress they were making - none at all, stating that the negroes are

the most backward, the laziest people in the world. Instead of get-

ting out and goihg after what they want they sit around and expect the

white man to give them what he has.

He referred to Booker Washington, as the greatest man the world

has produced during this century, and said that his work would live

forever.

He pointed out that at the present rate of increase of the white

P7 race in about one or possibly two years there would be no room on this

continent for the negro and as it is a white man's country the negro

will be compelled to go or be exterminated. Therefore he advises -

going while the going is good. He said that he does not blame the

white people for keeping the negroes down; he bla.nes the negroes for

allowing them to do it. He said the white race has risen to power

and glory, the yellow race has risen to power and glory, and the black

race thru the U. N. I. A., will rise to power and glory.

Referring to his recent trial in New York, Garvey said there

were three things he might do - go to heaven, hell, or jail, but the

U. Ls. I. A., would not be stopped whatever might happen to him.

He referred to the ninerals and oil and other riches of this

7-1169



country saying they were for the white man because this is his coun-

try, but the wealth of Africa is for the black man becuase that that

is his country, and he is going to have them no matter what means

may be necessary to get them; adding the sooner the white people now

colonizing rifrica realize that and get out the better for them.

Garvey closed his remarks by paying his respects to America,

the Createst De:ocracy in the world, the greatest Republic in the

world, the greatest nation in the world - for the white man.

There were between fifteen hundred and two thousand people in

the audience.

Admission fee of 50/ paid in cash by Agent.

I1



Instructions from Ag.n'-n Charge Brennan. (N. Y. Yile ro. R-2 -D)
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT New york City JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

pew york City 11/2/23 11/1/23 marl 3. Titus

TITLE AND C qACTER OF CASE

I 11 TT' ICAP BLOOD BROTHE2HOOD - TT RO RADICAL ACTIVITI S.

FACTS DEVELOPED. At NeW York:

Akc-ent went to the home of Cyril Briggs, 213 West 135th St., an

found him getting some literature ready fqr the drive of the A. B. B.

Service. He said he had been talking with some of the heads of the

unions for the last few days to see what they were going to do, but the

promised nothing and he is going to increase his drive to nearly one-

third. He further stated that Edgar Mercer was down to see him last

night and helped him in his work and said he would see him to-night. The

haven't had time to look after the Crusader Servide this week, but Brigg

says hr) will get to it at once, although the drive for membership is of

gcoreat importance to him at this time. He stated, that he has men right

in the unions who are spreading propaganda.
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OFFICE OF

SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE (
-lepartment of 3fustiet

jgureau of Inbestigation
15 PARK ROW, 14TH FLOOR

NEW YORK, N. Y.

TELEPHONE. BARCLAY 8160

POST OFFICE BOX 241
CITY HAL . STATION

November 5th,

Director,
Bureau of Investigation,
Department of Justice,
Washing ton,D. C.

Attention: J.E. Hoover, Esg..
ke: African Blood Brotherhood

Crusader Service. N.Y.File
No. Rt-218-D.

Dear Sir:

I am transmitting herewith in duplicate the

"Crusader

by' the Af

Service, " press release dated November 5th,

rican Blo
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Instructions from Agent in Charge Brennan. (N. Y. ie No. R-218-D4-
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT New York, N. Y. JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY.

New York City 10/31/23 10/26/23 Earl EF. Titus V
TITLE AND C Z ACTER OF CASE

IN ET: ATRICAN BLOOD BROTHRFOOD - NG-RO RADICAL ACTIVITIES.

-At -N aw yor u_ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _
FACTS DEVELOPED.

gent went to the home of Cyril Briggs, 213 'yest 135th St., and

found him writing for the Crusader Service. He said he had some notices

to get out and would get the Service out afterwards that he was to send

notices to all the unions and to all the posts in the world. He remarked

that zelly Miller of the "Messenger" is scheming against him and that he

will have an article on this in the next Service. Agent went to the

home of prigs at four o'clock and helped mail out the drive and Service

The drive is for the membership and was sent all over the world to negrons.

Briggs stated, that there were posts in every place that these membership

drive papers went, on the east and west coast of Africa, Jamaica, Britist

Isles, Italy and all dark colonies. Briggs told Agent that Miss Campbel

and Mr. Huiswoud were mailing out the literature just as fast as he was.

At Miss Campbell's home, 206 west 133d St. Agent was unable to get hold Of

but one copy of the membership drive papers. o r L'c

NOV 13 1923 NRI
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Instructions of ec.Agt. in Cherge Brennan ) N.Y.Pile No.
R-218-D.

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Ne w York. N.Y. JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY
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Agent /
visited a number of places in Harlem BR- O
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out leaned nothing additional for < 3
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

the departrment.DELETED COPY SENT 7 4)- -_ ----
~ThO1ARE~VES~1 ROUTED TO _ IBY LETTERq- 7-47 -UDTO.

REFERENCE COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TID

WASEIDGTON (3) NEW YORK (2)

UI4 A L I Jf 4EL (r

NG'V 7 19231
DIVISION

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

NW7 YORKN.Y. 11/3/23 10/25/2 EARL E. TITUS

TITLE AND CARACTER OF CASE

RE :OAFRICAN ELOOD BHOTEHOODD
Negro Radical Activities.

FACTS DEVELOPED.

Agent proceeued to the hone of Cyril Briggs,
A

213 West 135th Street ani found Briggs, writing letters an he

stated that while in Washington, he was a very busy man. He said

that he went to Wahington for the purpose of putting the policies

of the tifrican Blood Brotherhood before the United Front Conference

and he had seen while there Percy Miller, who is one of the heads

of the United Front Conference, wlho liked the plans of the A.B.B.

very much and said that they would finance them in their efforts

if they would adopt the U.F.C. by-laws and policies, He further

said that they liked the co-operative store and insurance plan as

well and so far as they could see it would be a paying proposition.

Briggs said that he told him that the A.B.B, was an organization

and had its own by-laws an rules, out after a long talk with

Miller, said he was goint to write to all the posts of the A.B.B.

and laV the plans out to them. NOV 3
DO NOLWR4Em-'r'HESE SPACES
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Instructions of Spec.'4t. in Charge..V 'T 11110Fe N . R-2.18-..[
Brennan: Case orip ed 14.Y. Journal L'Lade.

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

NAE11W YORE,1.Y. 11/3/23 11/2/23 EABL E. TITUS

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RE: CAFICA11 BLOOD B:THRHOOD
Tegro radical Activities.

FACTS DEVELOPED

Agent went to the bome of Cyril V. Briggs, 213 West

135th Str. and found him wTiting for the Crusader Service and he

said that he had worked very late last night and had mailed out over

9,000 of the drive papers for the A.B.B. Drive and will have about

3,000 more to mail out ard would like to get them out this week.

He said he intends to follow them up with the Cruaader Service

and every post will get at least ten copies of them so they can

distribute them among their friends.

Agent later proceeded to the vicinity of the

Metropolitan Opera House, Broadway between 39th and 40th Str., where

Lloyd George delivered an address. I saw several crowds dispersed

at Broadway ard 40th Street but no other information was secured.

NOV 31
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Instructions of'
CaR e origPinOted

SPec 4t. in Charge Brenne:
U.Y. fice - Journal Lade.

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE

N EW YOE, I .Y. 11/3/23 10/31/23

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

R.: (AFICAN ±100D BROTHEHOOD
Negro Radical activities.

Ni4 File No. E-218-D*
U'

REPORT MADE BY

EARL E. TITLE
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
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FACTS DEVELOPED

Agent went to the home of Cyril Briggs,

213 West 136th Str. and was informed that they hadn't seen Briggs

for two days and did not know where be had gone nor when he would

return.

Agent then went to Liberty Hall, 120 -West

136th Str. and wa.s informed that there would be no meeting there

tonight as they were holding a social function and. nobody but members

would oe admitted. Agent covered other sections of Harlem but

learned nuthig of interest to the Bureau.
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Instructions fromAgent'in Charge Brennan.
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 1;ew York, N. YeJ

RAIi I

No. 2 1
JRLOE- AOI-- No. R-28-)

OURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY.

vew york City 10/29/23 10/27/23 EarlE. Titus

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

IN R2: A.FRICAN BLOOD BROTHERHOOD - NEGRO RADICAL ACTIVITIES.

$-FACTS DEVELOPED At New York:
("oi
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Agent visited several places in Harlem among the colored people

but learned nothing of interest to the Department. At two p.m. Agent

went to the home of Cyril Briggs, 213 West 135th St., and found him mail,

ing out the drive notices for the A. B. B. He said that he had about

seven hundred more to mail and he was then going to Miss Grace Gampbell's

at 206 West 133d St. to help them in their work; that while there he wit

make arrangements for the forum meeting as that is one of the important

matters to take care of.
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ilI~o;1~DTYO'3L L29 BOHM:R (f
Information has been received

effect that K!,dROUS 0GJI?-V',ZY, no..

3negro radical, is scheduled~ to

At a negro chuxrch on Fourteenth

between .,and R l3treets, I...

7 night, Dovernber 6th.

Please arraxige to hanve this

g covered in the tiua1 manner*

Very t ours ,

IDirector*
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1RIC 01)RSCRV
TELLS 2,000 NEGROES

Condemns European Coloni-
zation There; Urges Found-

ing of Nation.
Condemning colonization by Xor~o*

pean nations i Africa, Marcup GCr-
vey, self-styled provisional Oprest-
dent of frica, and president gen-
eral of he Univer,41 Negro Im-
provenent association, speaking last
night before more than 2,000 negroes
in the John Wesley African Metho-
dist Episcopal church, declared that
Africa is for the negroes, and that
they should band together and set
up a government there. .

"Uncle Tom" is a figure ot the
past, he said, adding that the ne-
&roes hale buried him and are still
burying his like, every day. A new
t) pe of negro, with higher ambi.
tions, has come, the speaker empha-
sized But, withal, he continued, the
negro is backs ard and lazy, and will
neN er get anywhere until ho decides
to go out for hiniaelf,

Garvey, who w as conm icted in New
York courts on a charge of using
the mail to defraud, in connection
with his "Black Star steamshi~p lines "
a subidiary of the Universal Negro
Improvement association, declared
that he was willing to do any thing to
get his race place In Africa-even
go to 3all, Garley thanked the Wu
1{lux Klan for its franknebs ii say-
ing that America is for the white
m.tn. This, he pointed out, is bring-
Ing the negroes to a learcr race con-
sciousness.

"I am calling upon the negroes to
think," Garn cy asserted "They must
remember that America is for the

b white people, Europe and Russia are
for the n hite people, Asia is for the
yellow races, but Africa must be for
the black man And the sooner the
leaders in Europcan nations realize
that, and relicquish their colonies In
Africk, the better it will be for them,
for -% c, the members of the Universal
Negro Improvement association. aro
coming 400,000,000 strong, and we
are willing to go to any lengths for
the land that is ours."
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Instructions from i barge Brennan. (i. .-- No. R-218-D) -

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT , . N. Ye JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY

REPORT MADE AT

New York City_

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

IN RE:

FACTS DEVELOP

DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

10/286/23 10/24/23 Earl E. Titus

AFRICAN 1O0D BROTHERHOOD - NEGRO RADICAL ACTIVITIES.

PED At New York:

Agent went to the home of Cyril

and was informed that Mr. Briggs would be

so informed them by

Briggs, 215 West 135th St.,

in from Wasbington to-night,

postal card.
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OWFICEt
bP8CIAL AGENT IN CHARGE

;Department of 3rtutice
Igurtau of Jnbettgation

15 PARK Row, 14TH FLOOR

NEW YORK, N. Y.

1)

October 27th, 1923.
(4 1

Director,
Bureau of Investigation,
Department of Justice,
WashingtonD.C* .

Re: Circular issued by
: African Blood Brotherhood.

N.Y.File No. E-218-D.
Dear Sir:

I am transmitting herewith a mimeographed cir-.
cular issued by the African Blood Brotherhood which purports

to be a statement of the Leaguefor Industrial Democracy, con-
cerning the exodus of the Ne"roesfrom the South.

Charge.

WED

iEnclos.
OCT 3 9r)3

DIVISION.

NOV 3 19
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A-MIGRATIC H T C T DE STOPPED

_AGUP FOR T'DTJ_ PlqT DEMOCRACY SAYS NEGRO EXODUS FROM
SL 2.N,. )E STOPPED, AND RACIAL FRICTION WILL ONLY
PL 1 INTO THE HmNDS OF TI .13 OSS IN THE NORTH ASIT DOES

CONTINUALLY IN THE SOUTH.

L WORKERS MUST TE C_9 NTZED AS MROT *HTRS T" THE IN
TF- ,STS OF ALL LAiOR, IEAGLE WARNS, FOR "UNLESS NE%
G' .S C4N3E ORGA1N D, WHITE WORKERS IN THEL7 INDUS--

TRTERCWILL DE 3 7ISORGANTZED."

WI1 VHTTE LA:701P SEE ITS InTEPESTS AND ITS DUTY?

Speaking of i-rmigration, here is one employer's idea:
Fresidnt Grace of the Dethlehem Steel Corporation in an in-
terview with the United Press sug-ested a method of selective
imiration under which plent managers would apply to the gov-
ernnint for permission to fill their unskilled labor require-
mcnts in Europe." The plan, accordIng to Mr. Grace "would
eliminate comrpetitive biading among plants for labor"

This particular dream of a reservoir of cheap labor
will inot be falfilled. The next best thing, many employers
think, is to ship in colored workers from the South. The
gr:at Ncgro 1i-ration is partly encouraged by employers

-bo find the cotton states a reservoir of cheap labor. But
if employers did nothing NeGroes would migrate because of
conditions in the South. This migration, at best, compels
the SoAt treat the Negroces like me, to ab olish the
virtual pE iege, the humiliating law c menace of the mob
under vhi theyT now live. At worst, his Negro migration
to the o oh may extend the area of r e conflict and drag
down to y- lower levels the too low U ndards of white
wor',r,. 111ol mines and 't el mills.

There is r) stopping the Negro migraxton as Lmigra-
tion has been roned, F9cial friction will only play into
t -,hads of tihebc. s a the North as it dous continually in
the South. It will not be 'asy to or-anize the Negro fresh
from the Mississippi delta. *Lut the Negro in America is
nucLi as the white race snade him. WVhite men today owe him a
debt that lab or mey help to pay by organizing the black men
as brothers. From a labor standpoint, there is a selfish
reason: Unless 1'Negroes can be orgmized, white workers in
their industries will be disorganized.- League for Industrial t
Democracy.

THIS

IS

YOUR

FIGHT,

US

WAGE

IT,

The African ?10oor Thotherhood,
2299 Seventh Avenu-;
1New York City.



I1Y2File 49- . 7e
Ins truck tions received frum Special Agent in Charge, Edw.. . ennan.

THIS CASE ORIGINATE-q Preveto Journal Instructions* JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

New York,.Y.___ t.25,1923. Oot.25,1923. James E. Amos.
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RE: U.S.vs. CROUS GARVEY. et al: Violation Section #215 U.S.(
mails to defraud.)

(
ca, (using the

FACTS DEVELOPED

At New Yo ft. N.Y.
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NOV 3 1923

In connection with the above matter, at 10:00 A. X * Agent proceede(

to the Federal Building to hear the argument between GCQRGE GORDON BATTLE (counsel

for defense) and Asst. U. S. Attorney Maxwell Mattuck in regard to a postponement

of the date set for the hearing of MACUS GARVEY'S appeal from conviction (which

had been set, for this day, Dtober 25th.) Before JUDGE JULIAN MACK, BATTLE

asked far a postponement until January 1st, 1924, because thgy did not have all

of their records completed. Asst. U.S.Atty. Mattuck opposed this and JUDGE MAcK

ruled that one month fran today, November 25th, they would be ready for the hearing

he then reconsidered the matter and ruled that as the 25th of Norember came on

Sunday, he would allow them until November 26th, 1923.
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Instructions from Age G in Charge Brennan. (N. Y. File No.R-21
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT New York , it. JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE QNLY

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

New York City 10/23/23 10/22/23 Earl E. Titus

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

IN RE:4AFRICAN BLOOD BROTHERHOOD - NEGRO RADICAL ACTIVITIES.

A t~ 1e wTo.Y:
FACTS DEVELOPED.

Agent went to the home of Cyril Briggs, 213 West 135th St., an

was informed that Briggs was still in Washington and would be back Wed-

nesday, October 24th. They got a post card from him, but it had no ad-

dress on it. Briggs' mother said, that Huiswoud came up to the house

and ran off on the mimeograph machine the Crusader Service which she

mailed out on Sunday.

Agent afterwards met Miss Grace Campbell on the street, who

said, that she had a post card from Briggs, but there was no address on

it.

Agent visited a number of places in Harlem among the colored

people, but learned nothing of additional interest to the Department.
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ec~ T .3 t 19~3 Oc,.-tober 29, M9234

Mre L I,'* sa'wyor,
j .. B~orx 6 .- ,

))ear Sir:

Information hmS beon received, to the
effect that QOjATL BRIG~GS Of uov York 'MItye
or ;.-nizcr for the ArianBlooc lBruthcrhood.

ac.creos3 tho Co-..o orative Central !J;xhange,
0S, LU ;erior I iso *i Ii o o" t'at the Tholemtle
oo-o or.t>~voctr connected wIth the iAfricta
Blood !iirothorhood*

,As you know the latter lo an extre,-ely
radical orgaaizutlofl oeratin3 in Now YorkZ
0i 01004.

The above ie for your information*

Your

Direct or*

9 I.o

f\MA LID

I' ~/
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Instructions from\ '.n Charge Brennan. ( f> -ile No. R-218)
Cage originated at NJ rk. Journal to be made riginating office

4 EPORT MA AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH.MADE REPORT MADE 6

New York City 10/19/25 10/18/23 Earl E. Titus

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

IN RE: 4FRICAN BLOOD BROTHERHOOD - NEGRO RADICAL ACTIVITIES.

FACTS DEVELOPED At New York:-6

Agent called on Cyril Briggs, 213 West 135th St., who was very

busy getting ready to make his trip, and asked Agent to help him address

some envelopes for the Crusader Service. He wrote a note for Miss Grace

Campbell which he asked me to bring to her and which stated that be was

going to Washington and requested that she tell Huiswoud to take care of

the Crusader Service.

The addresses of the Wholesale co-operatives are: The Central

States Co-operative Wholesale, East St. Louis, Ill., and the Co-opera-

tive Central Exchange, Superior, Wis.

Agent took the letter to Miss Campbell, 206 W. 133d St., and

remained at her home for about an hour, but learned nothing of value to

the Department.
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Instructions from Apn .n Charge Brennan. (Ne. ile Ho. R-218}
Case originated at New irk. Journal to be made a ariginAting office.
REPOR MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

New York City 10/23/23 10/19/23 Earl E. Titus.

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

IN IE:OAFRICAN bLOOD BROTHEaHOOD - NEGRO RADICAL ACTIVITIES.

FACTS DEVELOPED At New xork:
('1~

L/
Agent met B. E. Tobias on the street and while talking, men-

tioned that Cyril Briggs had gone to Washington and he told Agent that

he had no use for Briggs as he was one of the fellows that sent Marcus

Garvey to prison and that any man who would work against his own race to

get a little benefit for himself was no good. Agent could get no inform-

ation out of him in regard to any other movements.

Agent visited a number of places in Harlem among the colored

people but learned nothing of interest to the Department.
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Instructions: 7Saward ., Brennan, Spl. tgt. in c0< re-PT File R 218 D
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

New York City 10-22-23 10-20 Earl E. Titus

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

IN RE: ARIC IN BLOOD 1ROTHERH0OD -
Negro Radical Activities.

FACTS DEVELOPED

Agent today visited various places in Harlem, but did

not learn anything of value.

I later went to the home of Miss grace Campbell, 206

Vest 133d Street, and was informed by her that she had received a

letter from Claude Jacray, who is in Russia, stating that Russia had

her eyes on the colored people of this country, and the colored people

should get together and show some spirit and form a Communist Group,

and stand out from the white people, so they could be recognized. ,8e

stated they would not get anything by coming up from the South and

falling into the hands of the politicians, but should get together

and make one mass, in order to get power. He further stated the

Communist Party of Russia has a great deal of faith in the colored

people of America, and they should get a man of Garvey's type for

their leader.

McKay further stated he expected to be in France in a

few weeks, but never expected ,to return to America, but would keep

in touch with his friends here and keep them posted, and uas st

1I any good movement that might arise. DONOTWRITEINTHEE I 0Oj
10ci

I ,%as unable to secure W 0
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Mcyray's address from Miss Campbell. 
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N. Ye File #-218-E.
Instraotions received m Special Agent in Charge, Edw7)Brennan.
Gag originated prev. J lInsriotions.

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE I PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

NewYork, N.Y. Oct. 19/23. Oct. 2193. JAMES E. AMOSe
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RS: U. P. vs. MADIAE (RVET, et Als Violation Section #215 U.S.C.C. (Using
the mails to defraul.)

FACTS DEVELOPED

t New Yozk- ;Y.

In connection with the above entitled matter, fran a confidential

source Agent learned that MALIE GARVEY'S brother-in-law, CIEVELIND JAGOQUS,

has arrived in the United States fran JAMAICA, W.I., for the purpose of assist-

ing GARVEY in making his escape fran Amrica. GARVEY is reported to be in

Los Angeles, Calif., at the present time. However, informant has promised Agent

that just as soon as he gets anything definite regarding the attempt to escape

he will communicate with Age t at once.

Agent is keeping in close touch with the situation and will notify

the Bureau immediately on receipt of further information

CONTINUED.
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Instructions from r' in Charge Brennan. ( File No. R-218-1)
Case originated at York. Journal made. W,)__

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

New York City 10/18/23 10/17/23 Earl E. Titus.

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

IN RE: AFRICAN BLOOD BROTHxREOOD - NEGRO RADICAL ACTIVITIES.

FACTS DEVELOPED At New York :

Agent went to the bome of Cyril Briggs andh elped address some

mail for the Crusader Service and. while there found the address of Edgar

Mercer, which is 163 West 135th St.,

Briggs said, that be is going out of town for a few days ani

would start on Friday night, October 19th. Agent went to the home of

Miss Grace Campbell, 205 West 133d St., who said that Briggs was going

to Washington, D. C., but she was not aware of his reason for going.

Agent also talked with Otto Huiswoud who said, that they are making ef-

forts to bold a forum meeting on Sunday, Oct. 21st.
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Instructions from Ag ( in Charge Brennan. (N. 7 File No. R-218-D)
Case originated at N( York. Journal to be made t originating office.

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

New York City 10/17/23 10/16/23 Earl E. Titus

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

IN RE:' AFRICAN BLOOD BROTHEiHOOD.

_ __(;~I~ ______

FACTS DEVELOPED At ---New York:
I

-REOiWORD40

oE.LE1U*41m)- SE4#1

Blay hRij

vEa fR EQUEST

REFERENCE

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACi

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

ROUTED TO

Washingtiy13) NewYot 1-1

OCT 2 6 192',

0

Lu
0

z

BET: FJX

/4IV
oO~h.37.flZ~! ramil.. uu1~

Agent interviewed Cyril V. Briggs, 213 West 135th St., who,

during his conversation, sati that in a short time we can rejoice as

Germany was turning to Bolsbevism; that then his party will be on top

and Russia will overrun Europe; that this comes next among the countries

whbhwill turn to Bolshevism; that Japan was not in the world's war ani

is not friendly to the United States on account of the treatment the

Japanese received in California, which result in Japan's joining with ts

other darker races to right the wrongs that the white people have per-

petrated on the darker races.
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Instructions of Spec.Agt. in Charge Brennan: N.Y.File No. B-218 D.
Case originated K.Y. Of( e - Journal Made. .e

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

.i'; YORKN.Y. 10/16/23 10/16/23 WILLIAM E. DUEN JR. V

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RE:' AFRIChN BLOOD BROTiHEHOOD , )
Negro Radical Activities (Edgar Mercer)

FACTS DEVELOPED

Continuing on the above matter, last reported by Agent

on October 13th, believing that subject might be an employee of the U.S.

Post Office Department at the City Hall Station, agent this morning proceeded

to the Federal Building on Park Row and made inquiries of George B. Cutler,

Superinteident of City Hall Station and learned that Edgar Mercer, a Negro

is employed there as a clerk.

Mercer resides at 163 West 145th Str.; was born Sept.

28th, 1886; was appointed a clerk December 6th, 1919; receives a salary of

$1800.00 at the present time aid his duties consist of sorting mail. Mercer

at present is on the night shift, starting work at 12 midnight. Mr. Cutler

stated that Mercer's work has been entirely satisfactory to the P.O. Depart-

ment.

In view of the fact that Edgar Mercer, the postal clerk

resides at 163 West 145th Str., which is in the Negro District of Harlem,

and the further fact that he is employed at the City Hall Station, it would

appear that this Mercer is identical with the one mentioned in Agent Titus'

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACr-

report of October 3rd, 1923.

So far as agent
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was able to learn, there is no

evidence of radical activities in DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
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connection with Mercer's position as
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AFRICAN BLOOD BROTHERHOOD If E.DUM JR,
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a postal clerk, therefore, this phase of the investigation will be considered

closed.
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Instructions of 0. 1. in Charge Brennans )N.Y.Pile No. B-218-D9,

Case originated N... 'ice - Journal Made*

REPO MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD A WHICH MADE REPORT MADE SY

EW YORKN.Y. 10/13/23 10/11/23 WILLIAM E. DUNN .

TITLE AND CH RACER OF CASE

RE: AFRICAN BLOOD BROTHERHOOD
Negro Radical Activities* { Edgar Mercer)

FACTS DEVELOPED

Reference is made to the report of Agent Earl E. Titus,

dated October 3rd, 1923, under the title "African Blood Brotherhood - Negro

Radical Activities," wherein he states that a Mr. Mercer, who is employed at

"City Hall" had been present with Cyril Briggs at the latter's home, 213 West 135th

Str. on the 1st instant, engaged in figuring out the cost of the paper and print-

ing of a pamphlet the above mentioned organization is endeavoring to publish to

help defray the expenses of the organization as well as disseminating propaganda.

For the purpose of establishing Mercer's identity and the

position he holds, if any, with the city administration, agent this morning

proceeded to the office of Mr. Joseph McGann, Room 1340, Municipal Building, who

has charge of the list of city employees on the retirement list. After search-

ing the retirement list, agent found a William F. liercer, who was eliminated as he

is a white man.

Agent later called on Mr. Frank Byrne at Room 1440,

Municipal Building, who has charge of the entire list of city civil service
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

employees. A search of his records shows 4URPET& 114 F

that a Gaston Mercer, Negro, residing at Jc C?2
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1004 Brook Ave., Bronx, is employed as an
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
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NEW YORKN.Y. 10/13/2-3 10/11/23 AFRICAN BLOOD BROTERBOOD W.E,.DUIN JR.

out of Stable B. located at 365 East 152nd Str. Gason Mercer is 36 years of

age; was born in North Carolina (city not known on October 15th, 1888; is 5 ft.

9-1/2" tall, and has brown eyes and black kinky hair.

A later report of Lgent Titus, dated October 9th, 1923 under

the same title, states that Mercer's first name is Edgar, and in view of this

fact and also that the description of Gaston Mercer does not tally with that of

Edgar Mercer, agent is of the belief that the two are not identical,

Inasmuch as Gaston Mercer is the only person of that name

and a Negro on the City payroll, agent will make further inquiries elsewhere

concerning Edgar Mercer.

CONTINUED.



Instructions from R.B.Spencer, Special Agent in Charge.
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Pitt sburph. Pa, JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

Pittsburgh, Pa. 0ct.10,1923 Oct.l and 9. H. J. LENON.
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

MARCUS GARVEY,

FACTS DEVELOPED

AT PITTSBURGM, PA.

President,Universal Negro Im-
provement Association. Alleged
Radical and Fraud.

Office File No.54-2 M.R.

T

jy

4

4;
.9K-I Agent having been absent from headquarters during the

balance of the week did not obtain a report on the meeting until

October 9th. The report follows in full: icCORDED & HAI1DEXED
DO NOT WRTE IN THESE SPACES

today,
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With reference to previous reports made in this matter,

last of which was made by Special Agent Ames, of this office, entitled

"MARCUS GARVEY, Speaker at the Gospel Tabernacle, Erin St., Pitts-

burgh", under date of May 5th, 1923.

Agent having been informed that MARCUS PARVEY would ad-

dress a meeting of colored citizens at the Gospel Tabernacle, Corner

of Heman Street and Centre Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa., and that the

meeting would be preceded by a large parade, I called on Chief of

Police Jones and acquainted him with the facts in the case, and later

arranged to have a colored operative cover the meeting.
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H.J.Lenon, October l0th,1923. page #2.

"Monday, October lst, 1923.

Pittsburgh, Pa.

The Garvey meeting, was held tonight as per schedule, at

Gospel Tabernacle, corner of Heman Street and Center Avenue, the

meeting starting at 8:00 o'clock. Prior to the meeting, a parade was

had, starting on Wylie Avenue, and ending up at the place of meeting.

Long before the programme started, the hall was comfortably filled,

and by the time the speaking started, all seats were occupied, and

all aisles were crowded, there being so many on the outside desiring

admittance, that the doors were closed after the hall had been filled

to capacity. Conservatively speaking, there were between twenty-five

hundred and three thousand people in the hall, and it is a matter of

speculation just how many were turned away, being unable to get in.

The audience was a typical Garvey crowd, though there were a great

many who came out of idle curiosity to see how Garvey looked after

his three months so-journ in the Tombs Prison in New York. Imme1se

pictures of Garvey were put on sale throughout the meeting, which were

eagerly gobbled up by his frenzied adherents,

There were several speakers preceeding Garvey, one of whom

was from Homestead, a man by the name of Samuel Campbell, who is

employed in the old Court House, and who has resided in Homestead for

a number of years. The trend of the remarks of the speakers who were

present, was to laud Garvey, and his enterprises, and speak of him as

7-1169



H.J.Lenon, October 10th,1923 Page #3.

a martyr to the cause of the Universal Negro Improvements Association,

as evidenced by his incarceration in the Tombs. All spoke of the

'Back to Africa' idea promulgated by this association, and advised

everybody to 'Get on the band wagon'. Garvey was spoken of as the

greatest Negro in the history of the world. To give some idea as to

the way in which these frenzied idiots believe in Garvey, and his

avowed intention to take all of the Negroes back to Africa, the writer

heard one of the spectators say, 'If they don't go willingly, they

should be drafted, and forced to go'. Applause and howls of enthusiasm

and approval greeted every speaker, especially when he made some men-.

tion to Garvey and his doings.

The address delivered by Garvey, was a typical Garvey

speech, in fact, all of the addresses which he has made in his various

trips to Pittsburgh, were on the same order. He spoke in lengthy

detail about the fact that the Negro can never expect to obtain

economic freedom in this or any other details, he will never rise to

more than a figure head, and it was his intention to take them all

to the place where they could have their own government, senators,

representatives, and political and economic freedom.

He flayed the National Association for the Advancement of

Colored People, and stated in effect, that all they were doing was

grafting from the people, and giving nothing tangible in return. He

spoke of the activities surrounding the attempt to pass the Dyer Anti-

Lynching Bill in the last session of Congress, and with much sarcasm,

7-1109



H.J.Lenon, October 10th,1923 Page #4.

inquired of the audience, if they believed that any white men, were

going to pass legislation which would have for its ultimate object,

the granting of the Negro of any of his so called rights.

He dwelled at some length on the recent edict of Mayor

Cauffiel of Johnstown, in which he issued an order, requiring all

negroes to leave the city who had not lived there for periods of

seven years and upwards. Garvey stated, that he had no complaint to

make against the action of Mayor Cauffiel, that he was simply follow-

ing out the distates of his own race, and that it served the negroes

right, for their lack of initiative in organizing their own enterprises,

He then started on another tirade, painting a beautiful

picture of the advantages offered to negroes in Africa, and what it

'was his intention to do in that regard. In speaking about his impri-

sonment, he stated, that the only reason why he was let out of jail,

was because the authorities could see, that by keeping him imprisoned,

was simply furthering the cause of the Universal Negro Improvements

Association, and that Garvey out of jail, was less of a menace than

he was in jail.

No explanation was offered as to what became of the funds

of the Black Star Steamship Line, and the Universal Negro Improvements

Association, though additional funds were solicited, and in all proba-

bility, will be forthcoming.

7-1169



H.J.Lenon, October 10th,1923 Page #5.

The personnel of the audience, was very illiterate for

the most part, the type whom Garvey is capable of swaying at will.

He has lost none of his cunning in oratory, and in the event he was

to remain permanently in Pittsburgh, would cause a great deal of

trouble, in addition to that which he starts every time he comes here.

After the meeting,long lines were formed, and the hero

worshippers had the opportunity to shake hands with their idol. There

:j was no disorder, either before or after the meeting.

Garvey has no campaign mapped out for the present, being

en route to California, to recuperate from his recent imprisonment."

71
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ease- originated at New( rk, Journal to be made originating office.
Tnstructions: edward J. nnan' SPecial Agt in Ch p-NY Pile R 218 '

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY ,

New York City 10-9-23 10-8 E&rl 7, Titus
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

IN R": ARICA.' BLOOD BROTHRBOOD
Negro Radical Activities.

FACTS DEVELOPED

Today went to home of Cyril Briggs, 213 West 135th Street,

and found Briggs orking on some sort of insurance policy to be

presented to the MENEL3K POST, African Blood Brotherhood, 149 West

136th Street, on October 12th. He stated same might be the means of

bringing the people closer together, as is the case with other lodges

and societies.

He further stated that the man referred to as working

in the City Hall is EDGAR MRCER, but did not know in what department

he was engaged.

Agent visited a number of places in Harlem, but

failed to learn anything of value.
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Instructions of Sp* ( in Charge Brennan: N.Y.Be No. R-218
Case originated N.Y. 0, oe - Journal Made.

I-

.~I9

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY.

NEW YORN.Y. 10/10/23 10/9/23 EARL E. TITUS

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RE: AFRICAN BLOOD BROTHERHOOD
Negro Radical Activities. 'J

FACTS DEVELOPED

Agent saw W.A. Domingo on the street today. He

is the Director of Publicity and Propaganda for the African Blood Brotherhood.

He told me that Cyril Briggs had gone out of town and would not be back until

some time tomorrow and that he and Briggs notified a good many people to be

present at the meeting of the A.B.B. on Friday night, October 12th for business

of importance. He said he expected quite a few there.,

Visited a number of places in the Harlem District

among the Negroes but learned nothing more for the Bureau.
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Instructions of
Case originated

REPORT MADE AT

NEW YORKN.Y.

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RE: AFRICAN BL
Negro Radi

JOOD BROTHERHOOD
ical Activities. 6 I

FACTS DEVELOPED

Agent went to the home of Cyril Brigrs, 213

West 135th Str. at 10 A.M. and found him very busy writing a story for the

Crusader Service and he had very little to say. Agent then went to the home

of Miss Grace Campbell, 206 West 133rd Str. She said that she had seen about

the hall and we would have a place for the Forum to meet on Next Sundv, Oct.

14th.

Agent then went to the home of Cyril Briggs

and found Otto Huiswood there. Agent and Briggs mailed out 250 Crusader

Services. Briggs said as they have the machine going now, he will start a

drive for the A.B.B. and the booklet and he will be able to do a great many things

now as it won't cost so much. The Forum is the center of all things and we

will have that going by next Sunday.

Agent visited about the Harlem district among

the colored people but learned nothing more of interest to the Bureau.
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REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

131 y& ~ /26&30,/2 RL. T ITUS

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

Ue,-ro : c a 1 Aci v it ies ~ -

FACTS DEVELOPED

AgIc-eit vet to thl-e hoime of Cyril ig, 213

- I

-~ 4
~~1
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3 r e -m a y (ll irie
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REPORT MADE AT

Tey Yor ' Cit

DATE WHEN MADE

10/5/23
PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

REPORT MADE BY E. Titus

FACTS DFVELOPED At I Yo T :r

Acent called at the hboe uf Cyril

cna found him very nmc h worried. Ke scid, thi t things bere not as the

should be and he v , 1poi ng to uve as soon as he

th't on account of the illness of Grace Caipuell

coul get quarters;

she ws not vole to

see .- uout a 11li n nl r cnseue ti,'there wo uace no forun meeting

hunuay,

next

Dct. 7th.

a7ent vi.itea a number of places in i' lent amon-o the colored

people, out learned nothing more of interest to the Departmielnt.
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Intrittions from Ageiit in Charge Brennan.
Cae originated at I',- r,. Journal made.

REPORT MADE AT

H-iw York City

(14. Y. File IbL. -l D , (

DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

1,,/3/23 10/1/23 Earl . Titus.

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

ll -: A21ICA.! BL-Ob RO"0T QT1H 0

(if

- - At 1ew Yort: -

FACTS DEVELOPED

Agent xwnt to the hone of Cyril Briggs, 213l 'est 135th Strect,

ana found L'r. ercer, and African Blood Brotherhood member vho is em-

playet at the City JIall. He anm 1r. Briggs were figuring out the cost

of the paper and printing of a pamphlet that the A. B. B. is trying to

get out for the uene,'it of the A. 3. 3. and help pay the expenses as

v.ell as u isserninating propaganda. LMr. Liercer saiu that he wVvs sure he

knew uf a place where he coula geut it done cheaper than they could

do it t-eirselves.

Agent visited a nu', ber of other places in the

district but no inform-tion of auditional interest was

D&utOt3copyS~~ $v

sy IRT
v O\

HErlem colored

obtained.
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Case originated at New York. Journal to be made originating office.
Instructions: Edward( '. Brennan, sp. Agt. in C1 7'ge- NY File R 218 M

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

NewYork City 9-29-231 9-7-29 io MortimerJe j Dw
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

IN RE: MARCUS GARVEY - ()
Deportation Matter. 1

FACTS DEVELOPED

on September 25th, during my absence, Inspector Zucker

from Ellis Island, called at the Bureau Office and informed Agent

Scully that he has instructions from his department in Washington to

prepare a deportation case against Marcus Garvey based upon alleged

radical speeches which the subject has made during the past.

On the 28th instant agent interviewed Inspector Zucker

and was informed by him that it is the wish of his department to

prepare the case based on radical statements so that should Garvey's

appeal from his recent conviction on a mail fraud charge be successful

the charge of radicalism can be placed against him.

After going over the matter with Inspector Zucker it was

agreed that agent would endeavor to locate from the Bureau records,

and otherwise, copies of speeches made by Garvey during the past,

which would in turn be furnished to the Immigration authorities for

their use in this matter, and agent was engaged on the 28th and 29th

Locating such material.
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REPORT MADE AT WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REP ADE BY

New York City /27/2.3 9/2-/23 arl E. Titus

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

1N RE: ET"G O RADICAL ACTIVITY'S

FACTS DEVELOPED At ew York:

Agent called at the home of Cyril Briggs, 213 vest 135th St.

and found 3riggs writing notices for the members of the 'African Blood

Brotherhood to be present at the next meeting which will oe held on

Sept. 2th, 1923. He state that the meeting of the Supreme Council

helo last night was not well attended, although they had some important

business to look after. He further stated that he thought he would get

a lace for the forum meeting on next ELunday and that he was going to

see about it this afternoon.

Agent visited a numoer of places in Harlem among the colred

people, out learned nothing additional of benefit to the Deiartment.
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Instrctiors fro:..g1F in Charge Brennan. . File Nlo. R L218) d<
setori inted -t L Y -r,. Journal nade. _

PORTT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

New York City 9/19/2' 9/13/23MarA D Titu.

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

I TR : 11GRO RADICAL ACTIVITIES.

---- At -. ew -York :FACTS DEVELOPED

Agent this day went to the home of Cyril Briggs, 213 West 135th

2t., an)d found Bripes writing for the Crusader news service. Apent re-

usin, d an hur, buit learned nothing )f interest. Agent covered meeting

at liberty Hall, 120 blest libth St., which opened at eight o'clock and.

at ahich about 5,00C were present, the admission Ueirig fifty cents.

Villiam berrill acte, as chairman and the first speaker was G. E. Carte

whu nave a brief outline of the order. The next speaker was R. L. Pos-

tin vho ssid he was too full of joy to speak and anxious to hear his

maJesty, Llarcus.G,.rvey. rarcus Garvey then spoke and told of hi- stay

in jail and stated that it was due to his wife, the little "pale face,"

that he was released from jail, and that she worked for hiiL against the

advice of those who said they would stand oy him. He stated that the

white people were not the only ones Lgainst him, that some of the black

people as well oppose him, thinking that the Universal Negro Impromr nt

Association would go under that he waa not convicted because of his con

nection with the U. V. I. A. and the Black Ster Line, but because somie

one said he misused the mail and that the truth of the matter was that
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SACES

the white ien at the head of the Black S 2 2

Str Line coulCn' t get enough money out BV

of the thing and had him indicted un- S~r2 2  's Am reatENcE
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and they didn't want the black man to get uP in the world; that some of

the people told him that he Dould not fight the Government; that he was

not fighting the Governmert, only fighting for his rights and his peoples

rights and is going to keep on fighting. "I have been in jail for three

months, but to ---- with the jail and to ---- with the prison; I will

stay there for the length of my terr- and then come out and fight just as

I am now, for my people; for I am fighting for justice ani I want justice.

He further edid, that there are no colored juries, judges or prosecutors

and it is impossible to get justice; that if given a chance and given

Africa they will be the happiest people on earth. "I took my own case

because some of these so-called niggers who pretend to be lawyers would

have hd me given thirty years instead of five years and I amcarrying it

tu the higher courts where they have more brains and maybe more justice.

He further stated that while in jail he learned that the whole of Africa

had heard of his incarceration and had awakened and are up in arms about

the way he is treated; that if he serves his term he will still fight

for his race; tht while he is waiting for his case to be decided he is

going on a little vacation to various cities' such as Cleveland, Chicago,

Detroit, Denver and will stop at Fort Lewenworth where he will tell them

to keep him if they think he deserves to be there. Concluding he intro-

duced D. E. Tobias who, Garvey,said, had offered his services free of

charge and had expressed himself as willing to anything for his people

and particularly Garvey himself.
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RE-CRT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

lIew York City 9/18/23 9/11/12/23 Larl E. Titus.

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

FACTS DEVELOPED At iew York : -

Sept. 11th: Agent visited a nuiloer of place in Harlem among

the colored rneorle, out learned nothing of interest to the Department.

Sept. 12th: AP(,nt visited the home of Cyril driggs, 213 West

15bth Lt., sa founu him there L, ailing out initices to the African Blood

3rothelbood neauers of a meeting of Post kenelek, 149 Weat 136th Et., to

be held o.) Set. 1,th at nine p.m. Agent helped iBriggs and re._Pined wii

him until 4:15 .i. whilee there , iriggs informed Apent that 8,722 mem-

bers were cun--ected with this post, 3,000 of who:. -re active and upon

whem he stated be could call at any time. le al : stated that there are

aboit 2,0CC vsomen in the orct-nization, cl being good members an capab1

of getting information; tht nearly all of the members are away now, nut

oull ue coming uack Coon, C-s the summer was about over, and that they

10 :1- - Lr.e rousing meetings. Ie further stated that he would rut

it un to the Eupremo Council to have a hall amir have all the ousiness in

one nlfce. Acent bou occasion to looix over the books and found that

over 7,00 haQ nid dues ur to Sept. 1, 1923, and Briggs stated thet the

noticIes were for the Layent of dues. Agent also visited several other
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

places in Harle7 amonc the colored peopt ENO.
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Instructions of Srec. -t. in Charge Brennan: N"I.File 1o. E-218
Case originated U.Y. ice - Journal Iade,4L

RT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

- 18wyo *IT.Y. 9/1323 9/10/23 EARL E. TITUS
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

R AFRICAN BLOOD 1 MOTHERHOOD
Negro iEadical Activities.

FACTS DEVELOPED

Pursuant to instructions, agent went to the

hoi:e of Cyril Briggs, 213 .iest 135th Str. and found Briggs writing an

article for the Crusader Service and he said he would be very busy to-

day and asked Agent to help him mail out the A.B.IB. Monthly Bulletin.

Briggs said that he had seen Mr. Bright, the man who hae the renting

of the hall at 169 West 131st Str., where they held the Fortm Meeting

but said that be had not come to any definite terms but that he was to

see him again today and he thought things would be all O.K. He said

that if he was successful he intended to have all meetings held in

that hall and have his office there too, which ill take in the Supreme

Council and members of all it's committees.

Agent went to the home of Viss Grace Campbell

at 3:20 and found that she had just come in and Briggs came in about

3:40. We mailed out 200 copies but didn't have time to mail all of

them. Briggs had an engagement with Lr. Bright at 4:30 and said

that he would let me know how be came out. While agent was at

()CT7
Hiss Camoell's she told agent that there DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

was a very interesting piece in the f
New York Times, morning is sue and BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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to be sure and get one and read it an DEPARTMENTOFJU L 81
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E.E. TITUS

Agent got one and i bending the article to the Bureau. MIss Campbell

seemed to be very much elated over it ana said that it is time that

Soviet RHussia is doing something and that it would waken the people up.

Agent then visited several places in Earlem among the colored people

but learned nothing additional for the idureau.
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Tnstructions of Spec( :t. in Charge Brennan: N File 14o. R-218
U-Aie originated 0'. office - Journal Made.

REbORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

NL Y0,RKIN.Y. 9/1/2.3 I 9/8/23 EARL E. TITUS 7
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

R: 6 AFRLICA 3LOODO31THEi)HOOD
Degro LLadical Activities.

FACTS DEVELOPED

~1

I

with 1. Brght, _he would be able to
FERENCE COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO

WASHI EG TON1 (3) Iw YORK ( 2)PER FO REQUEST
A __ _

Pursuant to instructions, agent went to the home of

Clril 3riggs, 213 et 135th "tr. and was inf±rned by his mother that

he h& d been in but went away again. Agent then went to the home of

Liss Grece Campbell, 206 4iest I3d3rd Str., and she stated that 11.

Briggs and Lir. Huiswood went downtown and would return about noon with

the Crusader Service. She stated that they were going to the Workers

Party office to see if they could secure funds to rent the hall at 169

West 131,t Str., where they met last Sunday as they had been informed

that they could secure it for 1D30.00 per month. She also stated

that the Workers' Party did not consider the colored people very much

as there was so many coming up fromi the South that they considered them

as a racial party more than anything else9 and as they had ideas of

their own such as the Mbrcus Garvey and other societies and that for

that reason they were taking more interest in the White people.

Agent went to the home of Miss Grac<Carnypbell

again at 2:30 P.M. and helped mail out the Crusader Service. Kr. Brigg

came at 4:00 P.1. and he stated that there wouldbe no meeting of
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES /.

the Forum on Sunday, Sept. 9th as hea1

not succeeded in securing a hall and BUREAUOFINVESTIGATIO$

that it would be too late now, but
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a.5 (

INi~i YORHKIN.Y. 9/13/23 9/8/23 AFRICAN 3LOOD BLROTHER{LHOOD E.

secure the same place at 169 viest 131st Str. for ,90.00 per month and

he could also h-ve the office of the Crusader there and rent the hall

out to different social functions and make the rent of the hall. He

also said thEt the Workers' Party absolutely refused to do anything

for them to secure a hall as they vere hard up themselves. Briggs

said that Otto Huisvood was down getting out the African Blood Brother-

hood Bulletin for the next regular meeting and would probably have it

by Sunday or Loni-ay. Agent vwas unable to secure any additional infor-

mation for the Bureau.
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r

IOD FOR WHICH MADE REP ADE BY

9_ llI . [PTTIIS ___-

REPORT MADE AT WHEN MADE PER

NK1' YORZ.IY. -9/10]23 I
I I LE AND CH ARACTER OF CASE

ES{A: QR72ICAN LOD0 BITHERHOOD
Negro ihadical Activities.

FACI S DEVELOPED

Pursuant

home of Cyril Briggs, 213 West 135th Str. on two different occasions

but could not see him. Later agent went to the home of Grace

Campbell at 206 ied 133rd Str., vh stated that 3riggs had just left

her home ena informed agent that the people that hd the renting of

the hall at 169 West 1.lst ',tr. where they held the Forum meeting

on last ,unday, Sept. 2nd had refused to rent it to them again and

1r. iBrigPs s on his l ay to see about another place. Agent again

inciuired at irigps' home but receive the information that he would

not return intil very late if at all.

I then visited a number of places among the

%egroes in Hvarlem but learned nothingadditiinal that would interest

the Bureau.
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OFFICE OF

SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE
C O) TE HONE. BARCLAY 8160

POST OFFICE BOX 241
a ry HALL STATIoN

JGT- J'7D.

ITY File R 218 D.

September

Director,
Bureau of Investigation,
Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C.

InI
Dear Sir:

Attention:

11, 1923.

1r. Hoover,

Re: African Blood Brotherhood.
Negro Radical Activities.

I
,'i~ I

A for September,

hood,

1923, of the

issued by the Supreme Executive

African Blood Brother-

Council to the

membership.

Yours very truly,

z 1,3.

I
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Department of Justice
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G'eori<~incited Lit T eV 1. rk. journal made.
-y~r i i c C) n 2r - JCI3VI n 1 Wt. n ~r ~ 'l 2 218 )

DATE WHEN MADE

9-11-23

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

9-10 James T. Dillon
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

, S. V-, 0 ECUTS r42VrT. Violation ection 215, TT. . C. C.

Usi n - T'ails in Scherne to Defraud.

FACTS DEVELOPED C) c

ursuant to instructions, in com any with Agent 'ortimer

J, avis, proceeded to the federal -uilding, this city, where it was

learned larcus Garvey was to be released.

lro m the records of the clerk of the court it was

ascertained that yarcs q.arve- would be released on a bail bond of

15,00-), consisting of T. S. Liberty ponds, furnished by miss Amy

Jac-ues survey, of 133 .,est 129th street, Ilew York City, for appeal

to tbe Circuit court of Appeals. vie order for release on bond was

signed by jud.7e "artin 7. canton.

t-,arvey was represented by his attorney, M r. 17agles, of

ohn I anles. His attorneys of record will be battlee, Vandiver,

Levy - Van -ine, this city,.

afterr a wait of some time, clue to the fact that the

bond had to be signed by either Judge canton or a U. S. Commissioner,

Garvey was finally released aout 3 R after Comnmissioner Hitchcock

had signed the order,
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Instructions of Spe--Agt. in Charge Brennan: ,ZN.Y.File No.

Case originated 11. Office - Journal Made. k 18

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

FEW YoRK N.Y. 9/7/23 9/6/23 EAR L E. TITUS V
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RE: 0AFLICAN BLOOD BROTH2EHOOD

Negro radical Activities. 6.)

FACTS DEVELOPED

Pursuant to instructions agent proceeded

$p the horme of Cyril V. Briggs, 213 West 135th Str. and found 1r.

Briggs writing a story for the Crusader Service, after which Briggs

and the writer went to locate a small office room. Briggs stated

he wanted to get near a sub Post Office so he wouldn't have so much

trouble in mailing his letters and literature that he has to send out.

He located a small office at 125 East 126th Str. near a sub Poet Offic

for 2 .00 per month. Briggs stated that it was rather small but

he thought he would take it until he could get another place to suit

better. He said it was not wise to have his office where he vas

rooming and thought it best to have it outside and it would stop all

inquiries aoout his business. He told agent he thought that the

Crusader Service would be out on Friday, Siept. 7th. Briggs asked

agent to help mail them when they came out which I agreed to do.

I then visited various places in Harlem

but learned nothing additional.
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Clase originatelat&'. Journal to be made at orIginating office;
Instructions: 'gward , rennan, Spl. Agt* in 01 jge- NY rile R 218 D ;

REPORT MADE AT

1 ievw York City

DATE WHEN MADE

9-4-23

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

9-1 -Earl "(

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

IN R : 'MRO rRADICliL ACTIVTTTTS.

FACTS DEVELOPED k-A

Today went to the home of Cyril Briggs, 213 west 135th

Street, and found him writing for the "Crusader Service", the organ

of theCAfrican Blood brotherhood. Briggs gave me a note to deliver

to Otto E. yoasewood, 206 west 133d Street, stating that he, Briggs

would send Burrell down to help Housewood in getting the mimeograph

Machine from Allison.

I then went to Housewood's home, where T assisted him

in mailinR out 96 copies of the "Crusader Service". WIhile there

learned the printing machine will be taken to the home of Briggs,

at the address given above.
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Case originated at Te york. journal to be made ?t originating office
Tnstruc'tions: 2clway Prennan, SPl. kt. in ( he-IRYf -ile ? 218 -

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

pew York City 9-4-23 8-31 arl E. Titus
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

I1 R: FITRTO ELDT(L kCTITITI"S.

FACTS DEVELOPED

Today went to the home of Miss Grace Canpbell, 206 ,est

133d Street, where a meeting of the committee of the frican Blood

Brotherhood was to be held at 2 P.M. Waited until 4 p.H., but no

one put in an appearance, although Briggs called Miss Campbell on

the telephone and stated he would not be able to attend.

I had a long conversation with Miss Grace campbell

rearding various matters, but was unable to secure any infor-mation

of value. Secured copy of literature which is to be given out

to each me-,ber to be distributed to some confidential friend asking

them to come to the first forum meeting on September 2, 1923, same

bein- entitled "T- Burning Question, :7}11 the Collapse of European

Civilization Benefit The ITegro?".

Agent then visited several places in Harlem, but

learned nothing of value.
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Instructions from A 0c in Char e Brennan. ( . ile pro. '-2184
Cse ori inated at pr( oro. Journal to be madc )originatin office.

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

New york city 8/31/23 8/30,/23 arl . Titus.

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

P" i -:CPRIfTPAT 'L0CD 0THEOO - IT"ZO R-ADTCAL kCIVTTI2ES.

-t New ,ork:
FACTS DEVELOPED

I went to the home of cyril Priggs, 213 West 135th St. and

found hin writing an article for the "7Crusader Service" for n xt week's

issue. ue stated that he was much elated over the article which appearEd

in t'is we:'s Felgro world regarding the loyalty of some ne-roes to the

ne-ro race. He siid that it was 'arvey's idea to dissolve all negro or.

lanizaticns and reorrtnize them under his tbnner and dictatorship and

th't Garvey has done more harm to the colored race than an 7 other man it

the world; that it is his (niggs) idea and that of those working with

him to work on a co-operative basis. He further stated that although

Garvey's band talked of using firearms, they never had any and only

made a big noise by drilling and band playing; that Garvey is jealous

because his confinement prevents him from having things his own way and

that he wishes to blunt the opportunity of other negroes to help the

colored race. Brig s stated there will be an article in the Amsterdam,

the eand crusader Service concerning the new co-operative idea

of rurninJ stores for the people to be controlled by a comittee to be

appointed. !,ent was invited to attend a special meeting to-morrow &f-
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
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Instructions from Ager in Charge Brennan. (N. Y ,'ile No. R-218
~-f -rjcv- -A a T; d -h ornan ton'hp n- , of nq ±1 iicn

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

New York city 8/30/23 18/28-29/23 ?arl '. Titus.

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

IN R7: L {RICAN 1 LOOD BrOTHIRHOOD NErO RADICAL LOTIVITIES.

FACTS DEVELOPE At Npew York: f zK7)

Agent visited a number of places in Harlem in an endeavor to

obtain information regarding negro radical activities, but learned noth-

ing of interest.

Auust 29th: Agent visited the home of Miss Grace Campbell,

206 West 133rd St., and had a tali with her about the story that came

out in the Pegro World entitled "Quick Change Artists of the regro Race. '

She stated that as Mr. Garvey was incarcerated and knew he could not be

harmed, he was very courageOus; that he was also a very treacherous man

and would do anything to harm the A. E. 3.

Agent visited a number of places in Harlem, but learned nothing

of value to the Department.
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*0~N
OFFICE OF

SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE

Depa tent of 3utite
Jgureau of Anbetigation

15 PARK Row, 14TH FLOOR

NEW YORK, N. Y.

TELEPHONE. BARCLAY 8160

P6ST OM CE BOX 241
CTY HALLI"yN

61..

August 29, 1923.

Director, O
Bureau of Tnvestigation, Re:lCirculars - African Blood
Department of Justice, Brotherhood.
'.'L~shington, D. C. A?2ITT,-T T 1T TG' 2DPTITT

Dear Sir:

I am attaching circulars secured by

Agent 7arl m. Titus in connection with his investigation

of the above entitled organi

Spi
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Instructions from gov* in Charge Brennan. .. File No. R-81)
Case originated at If {ork. Journal made. )

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE EY

New York City 8/24/23 8/23/23 Earl E. Titus. 7
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

r

IN RE: NEGRO RADICAL ACTIVITIES.

FACTS DEVELOPED At New Yo rk:

Agent visited the home of Cyril Briggs, 213.West 135th St.,

and found Briggs about to leave for downtown to attend a meeting. Briggs

told Agent there would be a meeting at Poet Ilenelik of the African Blool

Brotherhood Friday night, August 24th, and requested Agent to be there.

He gave Agent his membership card to the African Blood Brotherhood and

told Agent he would have a copy of the "Crusader Service" for him at the

meeting, this being a paper that is published by 1r. Briggs for African

Blood Brotherhood propaganda. Agent visited a number of places through-

out Harlem, but learned nothing of interest to the Department.
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Instructions from Agent in Charge Brennan. (N. Y.,File No. R- 218)
Cr originatedd at N( ark: JournIl to oe made forcing

REPO - MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

New York City 8/27/23 8/24/23 Earl 3. Titus

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

IN RE: NEGRO RADICAL ACTIVITIES.

At New York:
FACTS DEVELOPED

Pursuant to instructions, Agent visited a number of places in

Harlern during the day and obtained no information that would benefit the

Department. Agent covered meeting at Post Menelek, 149 West 136th St.,

headouarters of the African Blood Brotherhood. The meeting opened at

10:15 p.m. and closed about 11:30 p.m. Among those present, wbo numbered

about sixteen, were Cyril V. Briggs, Theo Burrell, Otto Huiewood, Richarl

B. Moore, Grace P. Carrbell, W. A. Domingo. It was a business meeting

and Agent was sworn into full membership. Mr. Huiswood read a report

after a trip to Chicago in an attempt to co-operate with the Farmer-Labor

Party. There was an argument as to whom he should report and Domingo

left the session in a huff. They decided in the course of the meeting

to hold the first meeting at 165 West 131st St., Sept. 2, 1923, at 2;00

p.m. and to advertise it through the "Crusader" and 'Lleasenger." They

appointed a committee of three, Mr. Burrell, Mr. uiewood and Mr. Domingas

to obtain some church or other meeting place to spread their propaganda.

The same committee was appointed on the Co-operative Committee to build

up as many stores as possible as they had a good field in New Yk City.
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE S CES

They haven't any speaker for next SundN

and will have a meeting to discuss what-
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Johnson to speak for them in the near future as they believe that he

will bring a crowd and start things going.

They are making efforts to increase their membership.

7-1169



Instructions from Agent in charge Brennan. (NT. Y
Case originated at Nex( rk. Journal made.

. -ile No. R-218) ,
r ) 0

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

New York City 8/28,23 8/27/23 'arl E. Titus

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

IN R : APRTCN BLOOD BOTH HOOD - N311RO RADICAL AC IVITITS.
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2
FACTS DEVELOPED At New York.

Agent visited the residence of Miss Grace Campbell, 208 West

153rd St., and there found MT. Cyril Briggs who was writing for the Crus-

ader Service, press service of the Afrban Blood Brotherhood. A' forum is

to be opened on Sunday, Sept. 2nd, at 4:00 p.m. and arrangements are being

made for speakers, the list of whom will be published i their paper. 11

is intended hat they shall have spes&-:rs every Sun~day of next month. T

National Headquarters of the Workers Party are moving to Chicago and the

local headquarters will move from where they are located at the present

time, but a-ent was unable to learn where they will in future be located.

The local in 7arlem will remain where it is. The speeches of the local

forum No. 105 will be made at 159 W. 131st St. and each member will be

given cards so they can give them confidentially to friends, both male

and female, for the purpose of reacting members.

Agent learned that the Co-operative Store proposition will bE

taken up in full at the next regular meeting, as the committee has been

instructed to make a full report.



Ihstructions of Spec.Agt. in Charge Brennan: N.Y.File 1o. n-218
Case originated L.Y. Voice - Journal Kade. r

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

NEW YOiKi.Y. 8/23/23 8/21/23 EARL E. TITUS

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RE AFRICAN BLOOD R)THiRHDOOD
Negro Aadical Activities. f7

FACTS DEVELOPED

Pursuant to instructions, agent visited a num-

C

4

'.7

L

~ a

4
~:A>. I
~'

few there and as there wlre no speakers present, which was about 9:30

P.1., discontinued.
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ber of places in Harlem and owing to the fact that the Supreme and

Grand Lidge of the Knights of Pythias were holding a session, agent

was unable to learn anything of interest for the Bureau.

Agent called at the headquarters of the

African Blood -brotherhood at 9:00 P.1.1. , but no members were there.

A man informed agent that they will hold a meeting about hiriday.

Agent went to Liberty Hall and found a very
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Instructions of Spec.Agt. in Charge Brelian: i.Y.Pile io.
Case originated .Y-fice - Journal kade. R-

REPORT MADE AT

-- - w YoRK,1

DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

824/ _ __8/22/ 2EARL E. TITUS

/

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RL: NEGRO RADICAL ACTIVITIES

FACTS DEVELOPED

Pursuant to instructions proceeded to the

Earlem District and visited a number of places but learned nothing

of interest to the Bureau.

During this time I called on Mrs. Campbell,

206 W. 133rd Str., v.here Cyril Briggs fgqquents and learned that

Briggs will be back in the city tomorrow, the 23rd inst. and she

thought the African Blood Brotherhood will hold a meeting on the

following Friday, Aug. 24th.
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Instructions of Spec.Agt.
Case originated L.Y( 'fic

in Charge
e - Journa

REPORT MADE AT

-1ILYORTK HY,
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

REL: NEGRO RAD

FACTS DEVELOPED

DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

284/3 8 88 EARL E. TITUS

ICAL ACTIVITI ES

Pursuant to instructions proceeded to the

Harlem District and visited a nwber of places

of interest

but learned nothing

to the bureau.

During this time I called on Mrs. Cam-obell,

206 W. 133rd Str.,

Briggs will be back

thought the African

f oll~wing Friday, Aug.

vhere Cyril Briggs

in the city

fsqquents and learned that

tomorrow, the 23rd inst. and she

Blood Brotherbood will bold

24th.

a meeting on the

Agent will cover this meeting.

U3ELEIED Copy SEWi QLWkK
BY LMTER q- 7

PE.R folkRQE51,e

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

A)u 25 1923
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

ROUTED TO FILE

HOOcVE~f

COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO

WASHIDIGTON (3) NEW YORK

l Lade.
/7

c 6KR~~1 ~
3~ )

Ed

flit

REFERENCE

i .Y.Pile moo

IL

(2)

LET-wiED



Instructions of Spec.Agt. in Charge Brennan:
Case originated N.Y.( -ice - Journal Made.

REPORT MADE Ar

N1w. YOur U.Y.
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

8/21/23--i_ 8/18(23 EARL E. TITUS ___/_
RE: P R RAD IIDAL AC TIVI TIE S

C

FACTS DEVELOPED

Pursuant to instructions from Special Agent

Scully, agent went to the headquarters of the various negro organ-

izations and found nothing of interest to ths bureau.

Agent also went to the headquarters of the

'African Blood Brotherhood, Post Menelek Hall, 149 W. 136th Str. and

'1

K

Agent went to Liberty Hall,Headquarters of

the Universal Negro Improvement Association at 120 West 138th Str.

and found only a few threre in meeting.
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Instructions of Spec.Agt. In barge N
Brennan: C originated .Y. Office-
Jnn rnjil ~fti r

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPC

_NW YORK12.Y. 8 3_ 8/20/23
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RE:* NEGRO RADICAL ACTIVITIES

1Y.Pile lo.
1.8

ORT MADE BY

EAL E. TITUS

FACTS DEVELOPED

Pursuant to instructions, I was in conference

with Agents Scully and Amos. Received and read literature and

was then instructed on various lines of Negro radical activities,

after which agent went to Harlem, a colored section and visited a

number of places out found nothing of interest to the Bureau. Agent

went to the headquarters of the African Blood Brotherhood at 9:00

P.M. and remained about the place until 9:45 . There was no meet-

ing held as but three people came. othing of interest to the

Bureau was learned.

17~1
~

£ -

I
4

r o 123DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

DELETED COPY SENT Il44tL

BY LETTER jk -'7-7
PER FObA REQUEST

COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO

WASEINGTON (3) NEW YO

NO

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

ROUTED TO FlE

""Y '
tEL. ~i~j

eoZaM:.mzat auI .u .I--

B~ET-WEDl
REFERENCE

I
GVALNBNT PRmNT8e "FW 7-1169



Intrcto c ( Yile R-18-E.^'
Instructions receivedkJom Act.5pl.4.gt.in Charge, J..0 'Donnell,;

THIS CASE ORIGINATED A-LPreV ,to J1rnl Instruct ions. JOURNAL TO BE MADE AT ORIGINATING OFFICE ONLY

REPORT MADE AT* D4TE WHEN MADE PER

New YorkN.Y. August 20,19 33.
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RE: U. S. vs. 1NARCUS GARVEY :

~ j

I

)

IOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY.

Aug.20,192 . James E. Amos.

Violation Sec. f215 U.S.C.C.
(Using the mails to defraud.)

In connection with the above entitled matter, on Sunday,

August 19th, 1923, a negro meeting was held at Liberty Eall, New York

City, for the purpose of collecting $5OO.,with which to purchase a

loving cup to be presented to NARCUS GARVEY on his birthday.

From a confidential source agent was advised that HENRIETTA

VINTON DAVIS in a speech, said, among other things--"We want to let

them know that we live by him. We die by him. We will give up our

last drop of blood for him. And we will fight for him with our money,

with our blood and with our lives--our indomitable leader, MARCUS

GARVEY." (Loud and prolonged cheers and, "This is the speech we like

to hear" shouted by the audience.)

The collection amounted to $27.00.
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Instructions of Speo.Agt. in Charge N.Y.File No. R-218
Brennan: Case or inated E.Y. Office - Jourr -1 Lade. ~* Li

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

_NEW YORK1N.Y. 8/15/23 8/13/23 EARL E TIT _-
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RE: NEGRO ACTIVITIES.

ci

F:
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FACTS DEVELOPED

Pursuant to instructions I visited various

business places in Harlem, seeking inforrrtion concerning the

radical movement but no facts were learned.

I then called at the home of Cyril Briggs,

213 W. 135th Str. and wazs told he was down in the city on some

oiusiness Z-nd voulQ not be o ck until late in the evening.

Then called at Post Menelek Hall, 149 4. 136th

Str. at 9:00 P.M. Members of the African Blood Brotherhood were

preparing to have a card party for members only. As I am not yet

a member of this organization I did not insist on staying.

I then went to Liberty HaLl, ana there found

a social ana dance for the benefit of the children. The benefit

was to buy uniforms for the young drill teams that have been organ-

ized of late.
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Instructions from Spec.Agt. in Charge U
Brennan: Case or nated N.Y. Office - JournF

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORTh

NEW YORKN.Y. 8/16/23 8/15/23

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RE:ILGRO ACTIVITIES

.Y.File No. R-,
, Made.

MADE BY

EABhL E. TITUS

218

__ (2/-_*~
FACTS DEVELOPED
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Pursuant to instructions, agent read var-

ious negro neWsDEpers bnd negro radically iterature and visited var-

ious parts of the Iegro section of Larlem, in order to get better

acquainted so as to be prepared to locate any radical activities

that may arise.

I then went to the 1ost Lenelek Hall, 149

West 136th Str., headquarters for the African Blood Brutherhood. at

9:00 P.1:. and waited until 9:45 and as no members showed up by that

time, went to Liberty HaLl end. found about 150 present, mostly women.

There was a man the-e who seemed to be giving an explanation of

the organization, however, I learned nothing of value to the

Bureu.
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FACTS DEVELOPED

Agent called at the bome of Cyril Briggs,

213 West 135th 6tr. and found him not at bome but learned be would

be there in the afternoon. Agent returned at 2:00 P.M. and

learned that Briggs was at 206 West 135th tr. Agent went to address

and- there found Mr. Briggs and Lir. Dison getting out literature to

send out by mail but as they were in such a hurry to get the mail

out and to put it into so many mail boxes so as not to create

suspicion, they had no time to talk. Mr. Briggs said that they £

were very much elated over the situation in Germany and be said he

had to write a few letters of interest to some of his business

friends so that the parties vould be sur-e to get them by Londay

morning, so they could get strted and take some action noIxt week.*

Agent could not learn v ho he \xas writing to but one of them was

The Woirers of the Vvorld. Briggs told me that he expected to

have some of the other brotherhood members to see him Monday

in the afternoon .
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TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

RE: REGRO ACTIVITIES.
JAfrican .6lood .3Brotherhood.

FACTS DEVELOPED

Agent interviewed Cyril Briggs, e2nd floo;,

213 West 135th Street, who gave agent the following information:

The African Blood Brotherhood is getting

in good shape and was, as he thought, in better shape than ever before

They are going to start a chain of stores and will sell stock to its

members only who wish to take them at ;25.00 a share. The stores

will oe co-operative at this time and they intend to operate 25 store

in different cities around the country where there are a large number

of colored people and it is thought by doing that, it will increase

the membership. Any negro can join the organization. This

movement has been on ever since the supreme C(ouncil met in July last.

Literature will be given to each and every member concerning the

principles of the organization and every member, no matter how many

shares he or she holds, will be entitled to vote on any question which

may arise. After this has been comiLeted, it is intended to start

a cank which they believe will be a paying proposition. It is under-

stood that the stores will not De incorporated, which would make the
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
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stores. The goods ill ue sold at a standard price to every one

of the memoers and all the dividends will be divided at the

end of each month. It is expected that the stores will be in

operation within six months. There will be a meeting at 149 W.

136th Str. at 9:00 P.1. today.

Briggs said that the colored people do not get a

chance at business or anything else; that the supremacy of the

white man will soon be checked as the ioegroes are going after the

money now and once things are started they can't oe stopped.

Hie said there are enough colored people in the west and South to

sumcort these stores and keep them going.

I was at the ball, 149 W. 136th Str. at 9:00 P.L:.

There were pre- ent Cyril 3riggs, r. Oswood, General Organizer,

LMr. Omera and in all about 12. Mr. Oswood has been on a tour

to Pittsburgh a.nd Chicago to put some spirit in the local organ-

izations and his remarks seem to be very discouraging comperning

the movement as he said nobody wis working at all and he had

learned in Chicago tbct the police had driven them off the streets

end would not let them work there at all. He said they had spread

their propaganda an' the workers of the world had not been in

touch with them in Chicago at all and the Mbchinist's Union could

not work with them any more as the head of it was a man from the

South and the man who wve at the head of it in 1919-1920-1921

was not with them and had got fired because he was working with

theUepro who believed in radicalism and soviet Lsussia. After
/ 7-1169
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this speaker bad finished they went into a business meeting to S ee

if they could start a new form Lnd make new circulars and get a

new place to hold there meetings.
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FACTS DEVELOPED

Pursuant to instructions I went to the

home of Cyril Briggs, 218 West 135th Str. No one was bome so I

proceeded to the bome of Miss Grace Campbell, 206 W. 133rd Str. and

there found 3riggs, Miss Campbell, Mrs. IDison and v. Monroe Trotter,

Editor of the Guardian, a Negro publication of Boston, Mass., who

from what I could learn had been in session for some time. They

had about finished the conversation when I arrived: Miss Campbell

left the room very soon after agent entered. Mrs. Dison remained

about twenty minutes, after whiab Lr. briggs left. They said they

were disgusted with the way7 some people had been trying to run

things as there is six different leagues that was against the A.B.B.

and didn't want to let them htave a voice in some general conference

that they are to hve and have termed them as radicals and

Communists.

Mr. Trotter said that when he was in j~i1

in B3oton, not stating the time, that he received no word from

Marcus Garvey and be was not going to extend any sympathy for
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
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big organization and get some money out of it, but be is too old

and has those old fogey ltays. le said the All-Race Conference

is going through and if they don't look out the black man will have

no place in the conference at all.
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