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| FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING
| OF THE -
AMERICAN ANTLSLAVERY SOCIETY.
New Yons, Wednesday, P. M. 4 o,clock.
- May 2d, 1838. :

4 he American Anti.Slavery Socicty held its fifth an-
nual meeting at the Broadway Tabernacle, in the city
of New York, agreeable to the vote of lust} year and
the call of the Execulive Committaa, - ) .

- Lewis Tappan; Chairmnn of thé Cowmmittce of Ar
rangeents, called the meeting 10 order, - -
luthe absence of the Presic ent, Gerrit Smitli, Esq.,
Vice President of the Saciety, took the chair. . .
_Prayer was offered by Rev. David ‘Thurston, of Maine.

On motion of Joshua Leavitt, the Recording Secretary
of the Society, Wm. M. Chace, Oliver Johnson and
Charles L. Remond, were chosen ndditional Secretaries
of the weeting. .

On motion of Rev. David Root, it was voted that the
Jourth aniele of the Constitwtion be so construed as to
include all, who have contributed to the funds of this
Saciety, either diveetly or Ly contributions to the funds
of an puxilinry socicly, as members of this Society.

On motion of Lewis Tappan, it was voted that a
committee be appointed to bring forward . business.
The following gentlemen were chosen the committee,
iz : :

Henry T. Cheever, Maine ; Samuel J. May, Mass. ;
David Root, N. H.; Orson S. Murray, Vi.; Austin F.
Willimns, Conn.; \Wm. L. Chaplin, N. J.; Henry.
Grew, Penn.; Asa Fairbanks, R. I.; Chas. \W. Deni-
son. Del. ; Anran Wileox, Ohio; M. B, Stanton, N. Y. :
Joel Hawes, Conn.; G. Esten, N. J.; and J, G. Whit-
tier, Pean. . : .

The following motion was offered by Rev. A. St.
Clair, of Mass., N

Resolved, That nothing in the Constitution of this
Society shall be o construed as to deprive the delegates
from any auxiliary socicties of seats in its meetings or
of the right of deliverating’ and acting—bm that they
be considered entitled to ull the privileges hitherto en-
joyed by delegates, by the uniform practice of the So-
ciety., .

After discussion, on motion, the subject was referred
to n committce to consider and report thereon, with in.
structions also, if they jndge proper, 10 report any other
amemiments to the Constitution. :

Messrs. Alanson St. Clair, W, Iay,
H. C. Wright, Ldmund Quincy,
Connniitee,

Lewis Tappan, Chairman of the Committee of Ar.
rangements, submitted several propositions to the meet-
ing which were adopted. : : :

1..That a Committee be appointed to examine the
records of the Exeeutive Committee and Sub-Cominit.
tees,

2. That nuditors be appointed to examine the Treas-
urer's, and Assistant Treasurer's Report,

3. That n Commitiee be appoiuted to examine the
accounts, books, correspondence, and doings of the Pub.
lishing Agent for the past year. .

4. That a_Committee be appointed to examine the
publications issued and sold by the Society.

5. ‘That a eommitice be appointed on the Office Ex.
praditures.

G. A commifice to nominate oflicers for the ensuing

rear.
’ On motion of L. Tappan, it was voted, that the com-
mittee on Membiership be directed to report on the ex-
pediency of ameading the Constitution, 50 as to increase
the numbers of the Executive Commitiee.

Adjourned to half-past 7 o’clock in the evening.

WepsEspavy EvEsixe, half-past 7,
May 3d, 1838.

Rev. David Thurston in the chair,

Statements werc made by gentlemen from different
sections of the country, in relation to the progress of the
ause in their respective states. :

‘I'he Society then adjourned to meet to-morrow, at 9
v'clock, A. M. :

Lewis Tappan,
were appointed the

Tuurspay Monraixa,
May 34, 1838.

Meeting eatlled to order by Gerrit Smith, Esq.

Prayer by Rev. Henry Grew, Philadelphia,

The minutes of yeslerday's procecding were then
read.—Tev. Mr. May, Chairman of the Committee on
business, made a report of several resolutions. -The
report was aceepted.

A resolution ‘that we consider the Declaration of
sentintents made by the Convention at Philadelphia,
Dec. 4, 1837, a declaration of the principles of the
American A. S. Society,” was debated the rest of the
forenoon.’ ’ o ' ’

The following committees were announced from the'
chair, viz : .

Committee to examineg the records of the Exccutive
Committee and  Sub.Committees. = Berinh Green,
Whitesborough, N. Y. ; H. G. Chapman, Boston, Mass. ;
Wm. Adaws, Pawtucker, R. 1. Auditors to examine
the Treasurer’s ond  Assistant Trcasurer's Repors.
Ellis G. Loring, Boston, Mass.; Robert Purvis, Phila-
delphia, Penn. ; A. T.  Williams, Farmington, Conn.
Commitice to examine the accounts, hooks, Correspon-
dence, and doings of the Publishing” Agent for the past
year.  Edimund Quiney, Boston, Mass. ; J. G, Whattier,
Philadelphia, Penn.; Win. Buftum, Smithfield, R. 1.
Comutitiee to examine the publications issued and sold
by the Society. Wm. Jay, Bediord, N. Y.; Henry
Grew, Philadelphia, Penn.; John E. Fuller, Boston,
Mass. Commitiee on office expenditures.  Wendell
Phillips, Boston, Mass. ; W. L. Chaplin, Utiea, N. Y.
Jeel ITawes, Hartford, Conn. Commitice to nominate
oflicers for the year ehsuing. 1L T, Cheever, Maine ;
Amaos Farnsworth, Mass. ; Samuel Lee, N. 1. ; Orson
S. Murray, Vermont.; Wm. Adams, R. I.; Doct. E.
D. Hudson, Conn.; Ww. L. Chaplin, N. Y.; I. N.,
Dougherty, N. J.; Robert Purvis, Penn. ; Charles W,
Denison, Delaware.

The Committce on membership, &e., made a report
which was laid upon the table. .

Adjourned to half'past 3 o’clock, P. M.

“THURSDAY AFTERNOON, :
: May 3d, 1838. ;
" Gerrit Smith, Esq., in the chair.

Prayer by Rev. Dr. Cox, of Brooklyn, L. 1.

Lewis Tappan read a letter from Mr. Hitchcock, a
inissionary to the Sandwich Islands.  On motion it was
voted that this letter with extracts from others of the
sne import ftom Messrs. Green and Gulick, and from
Mrs. Wade in Burmab, be pinted and circulated
mmong the meinbers of the diflerent religious bodies
that are 10 meéet in this ety the coming week. -

The Report of the Commiltee on membership and al-
terations of the Constitution was called up ond the

- NS U Y‘ DR reces
“being . published it ‘thé 1 Einfstastir

minendment to the 9ih article was adopted.” The fur-
ther consideration of this report was laid upon the table
until 9 o'clock, to-morrow morning. The 9th article,
as amended, is as follows :
: ART. IX.
fAny Anti-Slavery Society, founded on the same
principles, may become auxiliary to this Society, and!
be entitled to be vepresented at its meetings. The offi-
vers of nuxiliary societies shall be ex-ufficio of the Parent’
Institntion.! X : .
Adjourned to half past 7 ¢’clock in the evening.

Tuvrsoav Evenixg,
May 34, 1838,
- Arthur Tappan, President of the Saciety, in the chair,

Prayer by Rev. Jocl Hnwes, of Hartford, Conn.

Mr. May, Chairman of the business commitice, sub.
mitted the following resolution, which, after discussion,
was rejected ;. nnd on division, 19 rose in the affirma-|
live, and 44 in the negative. LT

Resolved,  That we carnestly desire that the agents|
nnd members of this Society, while cngaged in ndvo.:
eating the pure and pacific, principles of emaneipation,
may contintie patient undertheir manifold provecations,
forgiving their cnemies, not relying upon physical
strength for their defence against the violence of others,
but by their patient endurance of evil; evince that the
spivit ord lhc};ﬁ whole mission was one of  peace on earth
and good will to men, :

# e --* TRipay, A. M., May 4, 1638.
-“Gerrit Smith, Esq., in the chair. ¢ . oo "o o
Prayer by Rev. J‘? C. Beamon, of Middietown, Ct. . .
Minutes of yesterday read and approved. . s
On motion, it was voted that- Dr. Hawes, of:Conn.;

Mr. Monroe was appointed in his place. ' - .
“The. report’of -the committee. on membership was
called up, and the following resolution was adopted " ;
. Resolved, Thai "o committee “of five~ bé Traised, b
whoni shall be referred the proposed amendment of the
9h articlg ; that this committee be instrusted to. revise

bé excused from the commiltee on office expenditures,
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L Soclety . 1he
altera n'order fo thelr -
~at 1éast thrén

months before-the next an ll"l_\eelil)'g,"s'd‘:thnt ihe
‘tnembets ‘of - the S be preparéd- to gt
‘Wpon them: Lo a
' - Thé following gentlemen’ it
+=E: G Loring, -Ai“A; Ph . Chil

Resolved;: That it is the duty-of tlic Execitive Com:
Jnittee of- the American “Anti-Slavery Sotiety, immedi.
atelyto call the altention” of abolitionists to™the "entor.
‘prise of establishing libraries’ containing o complete ds-

sortment of anti slavery: books-in-all- the citics, towns
and villages; nnd school districis “throughout* the couvn:
ey, and (o devise means to accomplish: this object,; *
On motion, voled that the: report-of  the ' Exectitive
Comn'uuce be faid on the table until to-MoIrOW morning.,
Alvan Stewart, Esq:, submitted the following resolu.

tion i B . :

That the clause of the 24 article of this Society be

struck out which-admits ¢that cach state in ‘which sla-
- very exists has, by the Constitution of 1he United Stateés,
the exclusive right to legislate in Yegard to its abolition
“in said state oot : Rt
The meeting was addressed by Mr, Stewart, ‘and
Hon. W.Jay.. . - - RN
‘The meeting adjourned to half-past3 o'clock, P. M;:
. L Fripav AFTERNOON, May 4.
Gerrit Smith, Bsq., in the chair. ~ . |

Prayer by Rev, Mr. Weeks, of Olio. .

The committee to  audit ‘the Treasurer’s report, re-
signed, for the want of time to auend to the duty, and
the chair appointed the following gentlemen in their
stend, viz. - N .

Austin F. Willinins, James S. Gibbons, ‘and Dr. .
James MeCune Sinith. . : N

The debate on Mr, Stewart’s proposition was renew-
ed, and occupied the attention of the meeting the re.
mainder of the'alternoon. : .

Adjourned to 8 v'clock in the evening.

. Trpay Evenine, 8 o’clock.”

_The President, Arthur Tappan, in the chair.

"The debate upon Mro Stéwart’s proposition to amend
the Constitiition resvmed. . o SR
" _Adjourned 1o 9 o’clock, A, M;; to-morrow morning!

’ b : Saturoay Mornixg,
L : . May 5,1638, :
- Gerrit Smith, Esq., in the chair.

- Prayer by Rev. Mr. Robinsen, of Maine.

The minutes of yestlerday’s proceedings were read,

A vesolution with several guestions 1o be proponnded
to the candidates who may be before the people of the
United States, for the offices of President and. Vice.
President, at the next election, was submitted by the
business committee, and referred to o commitice on
political nction. o

Two other resolutions were submitted by the business
-committee, the first of which was adopted as follows :

Resolved, Thatin‘our cflorts to abolish slavery, we
neet each other, not as members of any religious or
politicul party ; bui as abolitiontsts, on the broad ground
of common brotherhioed and humanity, as moral and
{xccoumuble beings, entitled to equal rights and privi

eges. oo .

The other having reference to religious tests, was
laid on the table, - .

The debate was continued on Dr, Stewart’s resolution.
The vote being called, by yeus and nays, it was rejeet
ed, 46 voting in the aflirmative, and 38'in the negative ;
two-thirds being required to alter the constitution.

Adjourned to 1 o'clock, 1*. M.. :

SATURDAY

1 AFTERNOON, May 5.
Gerrit Smith, Esq., in thé chair, ’
. Prayer by Rev. O. Sgott, of Mass. :
E. Wright, Jr,, read portions of the Annual Report.
Os: mation, the report was' referred to an Executive
-Commitiee to dispese of.
Hon. Wm. Jay, from the committee on publications,
subinitted the !'o?lowing report : .
¢ The commitice on_the publications of this Sacicty
report, that, in their opinion, these publications are sound
in doctrine, and well caleulated to promote the great
ofijects of the Society.’ ) S
The report was accepted, and the committee dis.
‘charged. - o
Adjourned till 8 o’clock this evening.

Sarvrvay EvENINe,

Alvan Stewart, Esq., was called 10 the chair,

A resolution fram the business commiitiee, in refer-
ence to the free colored people was laid on the table.

Che commitice on nominations submitted their re.
port, which was accepted and luid on the 1able, and the
commillee were discharged. o

The resolution having reference to religious tests
was discussed. ’

Adjourned to Monday morning, at 9 o’clock.

Moxpay Morxine,
May 7, 1838,

The mecting was called to order by Gerrit Sinith, Esq.

Prayer by Rev. Theodore S. Wright, of New York

city.

Minutes read, verbally amended and approved.

‘Fhe chairman of the business committee read a num-
ber of resolutions which had been submitted to them,
The two following were acopled :

1. Resalved, That the exigencies of the antislavery
enterprise urgently demand the efficient und persevering
eftorts of this society—that its energies shouid be espe-
cially applied to secure a siflicient supply of books and
publications for the instruction of the national mind in
the grand principles of hwmnan rights, and the .uuxi;ib-
rics in siates where they have not yet been formed, © *

2. Resolved, That in prosccuting its great work of
reformation, this society, under God, must rely upon the
confidence and steady support of its friends and pux.
ifiaries. T .

The third resclution on state organization, after dis-
cussion, was referred to o committee, consisting of
one from cach state represented and one from the Execu.
tive Committee. L. Tappan, D. Thurston, D, Root, O.
S. Murray, A. St. Clair, T. W, Dorr, V. L. Chaplin, J.
C. Beaman, J. Leavitt, J. G. Whittjer, S. Crothers and
C. W. Denison were appointed the committes. . &

On motion of Oliver Johnson, the fullowing resolu-
tions were introduced as a substitute for that which
was under discussion when the society adjoggned -on
.Saturday ; and unanimously adopted : B .

Resolved, That it is the glory of the antislavery
cause, thatits priuciples are of such fundamental im-
portance to the welfare of the whole human family, that
men who differ widely from each otheron yolilicui ahd
theological subjects, can labor harmoniously together
for its promotion, and that no political kpany, or reli.
gious denomination, which is not in itsel{ corrapt, has
any thing to fear from its progress or final trinmph.

Resolved, That while we hail with joy the efforts of
our brethren of any religious desomination in which
slavery exists, to purify their own church from the’sin
of'slavery ; we should deprecate the formation of ny
Anti-Slavery Society, which imposes a' religious or po-
Jitical test for the purpose of rendering the anti-slavery
cause subservient 1o the interests of a sect or party, or
of opposing existing organizations. co

The committec on the books, &c..of the publishing
agent were discharged, on their own request, for- the
want of time to attend to the business, and Messrs.
Thurston, Codding and Grew were appointed in - their

lace, - ‘
P Adjourned to half-past 3 o’clock this afternoon,

Moxpay AFTERNOOX, l

A DMay 7, 1838.
Germur Ssitn in the chair. . . C
Prayer by Rev. C. B, Ray of New York city.
The committee on office expenditures were discharged
at their own request, and Dr. J: McCune Smith, Jas, S,
Gibbons and Dr. Thomas Ritter were appointed in their
lace. : T
r The committee to whom was referred the subject of
an arrangement between the Executive Committee and
the state societies . reported the fullowing resolution,
“awvhich was -unanimously adopted : M S
.- Resolved, That it he' recommended to such state or
other ‘auxiliarics as are disposed 10 take the charge of
the abolition cause. within their vespective fields, to
‘maké nrrangements with the Exceutive Committee of
this sociely, guaranteeing to our treasury such -statéd
.payments as may be judged reasonable, and then ns.
suine within their own limits the entire direction of Jec-
turers and agents in forming locnl societies, colleeting
funds, cirenlating memorinls and es!ablis{:ing libra.
ries ; and that this sociely-will not send its agents t¢ Ja.
bor for- these_objeéts in” such states as carry out this
plan, except in concurrence with the State Executive
Committee.’ - . - DA
" _'The following resolutions were presented by the By..
“siness Commitice and adopted ¢ ’ . S
- Resolved,. That Saml. E. Cornish, Wm. Yates, CaB,
Ray, of N. V. Jehiel C..Beman, of Conn. Henry: Grew,
of Penn. and Ch. W. Dennison, of Del. be a comipittee
to report at an carly day to _tl’ne Executive C
“on the following topics: i LT
1st. The importance of agricultural, pursuits-for frée
. colored wen: : . e HLE A
2d. The importance of mechanical trades'and the

necessity of close and undéyinting attention 1o mec}
ical occupations.’ T e e
- 3d. The kind of education most niceded by coloréd
youth. ’ IR Rt
Yohh, The necessity . of colored:men; whocould; be
sex and FREEMEN, having:a periodical of TuEiR OWNE—
devoted exclusively to thelt interésts, nnid conducte
THEMSELVES, - -0 007 teee 7 st sty :
Whereas, ‘Thonias’L: Jeniings, Rev.Theodors 8
Wright, Chatles :B. Ray. and Wm.:Yutes have appedr-,
ed before the Busjness Committee of this seciely and -
stated that the Colored American is in need 9.-*“%‘3‘%;. )
ate and thore exichded suppori=-nind ihat it'i¥ Wishéd
"in behalf of the' sain” (0 préseht its claims 16 he
- port oft the pres’exgg;n}eqﬁns.qm Ameri ¢
Ty toty,——Thercfore,:- .. ¢ i
R Soqwly"‘rhr{-‘t an opportunity to present su
,ﬂgnt,-;l.ws_.otp@w.
] a

+.get OtHEr's

£ B Resolved, That this society regards the ; ¢ Corsazn

Axznicix’ ns an efficient and uscful auxum:y in the
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an rights, and cntitled to the patr

ge
f the friends of that cause, in all parts of

‘eause of hum
and sup;:orl o i
nicy. .
. 'hftg:h'cg, That the recent decision of the 'R“egoig[% .
‘Convention’ of Pennsylvania, disfranchising 40,0
citizens on account of their complexion, and depmlr;ml%
shes of rights which they have enjoyed for n?‘“‘)’r ];
@ century, is o movrnfol evidence of the power o sd:f-
very over the legislatitre of a free slate, and an addi.
tional incentive to increased vxertion on our part for
the overthrow of the exccrable system. .
Resolved, That our fellow-cilizens thus threatened
with distranchisement, by tbeir calm, manly and dig-
pified ¢ Appeal’ against the proceedings of the ¢ Reforin
Convention,’ have entitled themselves to our respect
synpathy.
aul(%cgulvpud, ?I‘hm whatever may be the event, “.'helhcr
the people of Pennsylvania shall approve or reject ithe
ropusal of the Reforin Convention, we recommend our
njured fellow citizens to a course of calmness and for-
petrince,—not voluntarily relinquishing any of their
sights; but patiently and firmly enduring their pres-
ent irial in the assurance that the day of their deliver-
ance is not far distant, .
Resotved, That we shall deprecate the organization
of any abolition political party, but that we recommend
to abolilionists throughout the country 10 interrogate
candidates for office with reference to their opinions on
subjects conneeted with the abolition of slavery, and to
vote irrespective of party for those only who will advo.
cate the principles of universal liberty. i
Adjourned il eight o’clock to-morrow morning.

Tuespavy DMonnixa,
May 8, 1638.

In the absence of the President and Vice.Presidents,
Rev. David Thurston of Maine was called to the chair.

The inceting tvas opened with prayer by Rev. George
Starrs, uf Ulica, .

‘'ne minutes of yesterday’s proceedings were read.

Resolved, That we recommend to Abolitionists to ab-
stain as fur as practicable from the use of the products
of slave labor.

Oa report of the Business Conmittee it was

TResotved, That the Executive Committee of the
American Anti-Slavery Society be directed, at a prop.
er time, to cause the following inquiries to be addressed
to the several gentlemen who may be before the people
of the United States as candidates for the oflices of
President and Vice Presidert, at the next election :

“1. Are you in favar of abelishing slavery in the
District of Columbia,—for the honor and welfare of the
nation?

¢2. Are yon in favor of 30 regulating the commerce
between the respective staies that human beings shall
not be made subjects of such trade ?

«3. Are you opposed to the annexation of ‘Texas to
this Union, under any circumstances, so long as slaves
are held therein ?

¢4, Arcyou in favor of acknowledging the independ-
ence of Hayti, and of establishing cominercinl relntions
with that nation on the same terins with the most favor.
ed nations7?

flesolved, That we abserve with feelings of harror and
exceeration, an export slave-trade, commmenced and prose-
cuted between the United States and Texas ; and earn-
estly call on every patriot, and especially on members
of Congress, to instant, perserving, nnd cffectual exer-
tions 10 put a stop to this nefarious iraflic, and thus pre-
vent our country from becoming the Guinea of the New

“World,

‘The report of the Committec of Nominations was ta.
ken up and adopted, and 1he following were elected as
officers of the American Anti-Slavery Society for the
ensning year. [List in our next.j

The Comnmittee on the recovds of the Executive Com.
mittee reported,

“Fhut they have found the books in good order, indi.
cating great _enterprise, activity and fidelity on the

art of our Executive Commitice, and mmarked and

lappy progress in the history of our cause.

“They would respeettully suggest the apprehension
that laubors unduly severe have been imposed npon the
publishing agent and assistant treasurer, and recom.
mend that pavticular aitention to this matter be given by
the Ex. Comnmiuee.

The report was adopted.

Resnlved, That the prejudice against onr colored
bretbren, se extensively cherished in the public mind,
and presenting a barrier of direful efticacy to the ad-
vancement of our noble vaterprise, is anti.christian and
anti.republican, and demands our cominued holy excr-
tions fur its entire abalition.

Resvlved, That George Bourne, Charles W, Denison,
Wu. Lloyd Garrison, Beriah Green, Samuel J. May,
Amos A, Phelps, O. Scott, John G. Whittier, ana Hi.
ram Wilson, be o committee to prepare a declaration
which shull aunounce the judgment of the American
Auti-Slavery Socitty coneerning the common error that
our enterprise is of' a political and not religions characler.

Voted, ‘That when we adjonrn, it be tili four o’clock
this afternoon.  The Society then ndjourned to attend
the public exercises of the Auniversary.

"Tuesnay ArFTERNOON,
. May 8th, 1838 %

In the absence of the President and Vice Presidents,
Willinm Buffum, of Rhode Island, was called to the
chair.

The following resolutions were presented by the busi.
ness commitiee, and adopted :

Resolved, That while we rejoice nt the suceess ol
mauy hundreds of self-emancipated slaves, who by the
exercise of their inalienable rights, have, during the
past year, gained n seenre retreat under the protection
of a government which holds no compromise with
SLAVERY ; we yet cannot but regret the loss to our
own conntry, of 30 many iutelligent, industrious and val-
uable citizens, whose influence isnceded i the great
woik of emancipation and elevation now Lefore us.

Resolved, That any person who aids in 1estoring the
fugitive to his master, aud in reimposing the chains of
slavery upon u fellow-being, whether acting as a pub.
lic ofticer or otherwise, is guilty of a crime against
freedow, humanity and religion—and should be regurd-
ed ais the ebettor of a base and cruel despotism.

Resolved; That we recommend to abolitionists, es.
pecially in the cities and larger villages and towns, to
appoint commitiees of vigilance, whose duiy it shall be
ta assisy {ugitives from slavery, in making their escape,
or in d8egal vindication of their rights.

Resolved, ‘Chac our hearts have been cheered by the
intelligence which has renched us, of the energelic
measures adopted by our faithiu} co.adjutors in Eng-
land, for the complete emancipation of the slaves in the
‘West Indies, and the overthrow of the aystem of ap-
prenticeship; and that we rejvice in the evidence,
which recent events have furnished us, that through
the instrumentality of our eloquent triend, Geo. Tuoe.
sox, and his associates and fellow-aborers, the people
of Gireat Britain are rising in their might to destroy the
last vestige of slavery in their colonies.

Resolved, That this Suciety tighly approve of the
plan of perimanent quarterly subscriptions, as adopted
by the N. V. Sute A. S. Society, and recommend it to
friends of the cause throughout tiie country for iminedi.
ate and general adoption. :

Statements were made by Lewis C. Gunn, recemtly
returned from Hayti, showing the disadvantages anid

_oppressions connected with the system of colonization
and npgremiceship in that island.

- The business ot the Socicty having been harmonious.
1y brought to a close, this

< lose, | great and interesting meeting
was adjourned sine die.

ABSTRACT
Of the fifth Annual Report of the Executive Committee of
the American Anti-Slavery Society.

The Executive Committee of the American
Anti-Slavery Socicly, present their fifth anoual
report with renewed confidence that the enter-
prise which has been committed to their care,
enjoys the favor of Almighty God. The seal
which He has always set upon every successful

“and glorious reformation, he has suflered 1o be
enstamped ujon this.  Our principles now
spenking through the blood of the martyred
LOVEJOY, partake visibly of that eflicacy
which eighteen centuries ago smote into dust

, the chains of idolatry ; and which has in later
timas, made the rulers of Christendom, the sor-
vants instead of the lords of their people.

Though far less labor has been expended by
the committee than heretofore in extending the
organization of Auxiliaries, the reports which
have reached us show 340 societies organized
since the last anniversary ; making the whole
number upon the list 1346,

State Societies have been organized in Irui-
wois, DELaware, and CoNngcticut, and meas-
ures are in progress for another in Inpraxa.
The nine State Societies previously in existence,
have continued in energetic and successful ac-
tion. - That of Yermont has paid to the Ameri-
-can Society during the year, double the amount
of its pledge at the last anniversary. That of
*D‘Iassachllsetts has exceeded its mnunificent

.pledge of 810,000; and that of New York has
“commigriced and 18 successfully prosecuting a
. plan for " establishing a select “Anti-Slavery li-
- brary in every school district in the Swate, - The
-Societies of Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Is-
Jand, Connecticut, New York and Ol;io, support
each. a’ néwspaper of. its -own, devoted to.the !
-eommon cavse. That of Pennsylvaniy supﬁoi‘ts .
3wo; one on each side of the mountains.* The ;
*- * The Liberator, which was' last year under

‘zonige of the Massachuseus Socjel
& ghﬁ) volane 2s an independen Cest
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number’ of ‘important conventions, embracing
numerous delegates.from ‘States, has been much
longer than'in any former year,~: .-~ i

Although the unpre‘cedeme(_l"commercia]~ m-
barrassments of the :country have ‘cut off' or
greatly diminished many of the sources from
which the society has hitherto derived its funds,
it will be seen from the reportsoﬁhe Treasurer
and publishing agent, that-the:receipts .during
the year have been $44,000, being an increase
over the receipts of lust year of $5,000. Those
who have examined the’ detailed acknowledg-
wents in the Emancipator, will have perceived
that a much larger proportion of: the donations
than in former years consists of small sums con-
tributed nmong the mass of the people—a fact
which clearly indicates. the' solid advancement
of our cause. : T 2

The issues from the press during the year
haye been as follows :—

Copies.

Humnp Rights, 187,316.
Emancipator, 193,800.
Circulars & Prints, 42,100,
Bound Volumes, 12,054,
‘Tracts & Pamphlets, 72,732.

. ..Slaves’ Friend, - 97,600.
. Auti-Slavery Record, 10,000.
Total, 646,502,

Of these publications the Comumittee cannot
forbear to characterize two as marking an era
in the Anti-Slavery cause. The work on
emancipation in the West Indies, the joint pro-
duction of Rev. Janes A, Tnoxe of Kentucky,
and the late Jostern Horace Kimpart, Esq., of
New Hampshire (over whose grave the friends
of humanity have good cause to weep,) leaves
nothing to be wished for in the way of testimony
and esperience in favor of the safety and profit-
ableness of immediate emancipation, and ns su-
periority on all points of expedieucy over any
gradual method, in any possible condition ot
the slave.  We have o nuch confidence in
the candor of our countrymen at large to be-
lieve, that they can withstand such statements ol
fact, or withhold their co-operation from an en-
terprise which is borne out by the now setiled
results of suflicienly large and varied esperi-
ments, while it is opposed only by unsubstantial
‘hypothesis or the funtastic products of the imag-
ination,

The other worlt to which we allude is au
essay on ‘the power of Congress over slavery
in the District of Columbia,” first published in
the formn of letters under the signature of 1Wythe,
in the N. Y. Bvening Post.  ‘I'he writer of this
essay, bringing the light of history in a focal
blaze upon his question, has not only shown
that Congress has power under the constitution
to abolish slavery in the District, and annihiluted
the position of Mx. Van Buren and Mur. Clay,
that this power cannot be exercised consistenty
with émplied good fuith towards the Swutes that
ceded the District; but has demonstrated that
implied good fuith required of the States them-
selves that slavery should long since have been
abolished within their own limits,

Another publication of much interest, is the
narrative of James Williams, a fugitive from
stavery in Alabama, giving u view ol the interior
‘of southern institnions, It is suflicient to say
that no pains were spured to apply to the verac-
ity of the narrator every test that the cireum-
stances of the case admiued, and a large number
of gentlemen were well sutisfied that there could
ibe no imposition in the story without auributing
to its author such powers of mind, as few men,
either white or black, could justly lay claim to.
It was published in connection with abundant
facts, showing its statements to be at least within
the bounds of probability. So far as any coun-
tradiction has yet teen made at the South, it is
of a nature to confinm vather thun shake belief.

The Committee have taken measures which
they hope will result in placing these works in
the hands of all our fellow-citizens throughout
the land.

There have been in the service of the Socie
ty during the last year 38 uavelling agents, the

the Society has been 27 years.

T'hree of these ngents, ns heretofore, have de
voted themselves to the interests of our free col
ored brethren.  This labor aud expense have
been paid a theusand fold, by the laudable, and
to some extent successful efforts of our colorec
brethren, to conquer by good conduct the preju-
dice that has so cruclly oppressed them. It
Ohio they are in large nuimbers purchasing new
land and applying themselves to the clenring
and caltivation of the soil. Encouraging prog:
ress has also been made in that State towarc
the abolitica of the iniquitous laws under whicl
they sufler. The ogent who has labered cas
of the mountains, has published a valuulle col-
lection of fucts and arguments in regard 1o the
disabilities af colored wmen, which cannot fail 1
nid in the restoration of their rights.  We ight
easily submit proufs, that temperance, industry
and education, are doing their proper work
among our colored friendls. A siil} stronger
indication that they will soon look out of coun.
tenunce the supercilious pride of color, is the
fact that a weekly newspaper, The Colored
American, established, supported, and edited al-
together by themselves, can challenge compari.
son, both in a moral and literary point of view,
with newspapers of the highest class amoug us,

Aware of the importance of meeting the cal
for information from the lips of the living lec.
wrer, and that not one of n hundred, or perhaps
thousand of such calls could be answered by the
travelling lerturers, who were or could be” em.
ployed, the commitee has resorted to the em.
ployment of local agents. These are profess-
ioual and other gentlemen, who make short ex-
cursions in their own vieinity, as their other en-
gagements will pennit, the committee furnishing
them gratuitously the Society’s publications, and
paying their expenses incurred in the service ol
the Society.  About seventy-five individuals
have accepted this office, and the amount of la-
bor performed has been incalculably great, at a
very moderate expense to the Society.

In pursuance of the resolutions of the Socie-
ty, at its last annual meeting, the committee has
turned much of its atlention to the snbject of
petitioning Congress and the State Legislatures;
‘and it is with unfeigned thauks to God, that we
.refer to the noble response of our fellow-citizens.
‘Petitions for the abolition of slavery in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and in the territories, and of
the slave-trade between the States, have been
poured into Congress beyond any precedent.
;And since, by the resolution of the House of
i Representatives of December 21st, 1337, all
such petitions have been laid upon the table,
‘without being debated, printed, read or referred,’
remonstrances have been forwarded to that
jbranch against this violation of the constitation-
al right of petition.  Petitions and remonstran
ces have been nddressed 10 Congress, from all
parts_of the North, against the annexation to
the United States, of the slaveholding republic
of Texas, or any new slaveholding Stte.  The
Committee has been able to ascertain the num-
ber of petitioners on these various subjects only
in the House of Representatives, the clerk of
the Senate having refused their agent permis-
sion to enumerale those who addressed that
body.. The petitioners to the House of Repre-
sentatives, from the commenccment of the extra
session to'the 1st of May, were as follows ;

c S Men. Women, Total.
For abolition in the District, 151,366 78,532 130,188
Agninst the-annexation of -
Texas, . . ... . 104,973 77,419 152,302
estinding the gag resolu.
dlen, -, 7 TN 91,045 10,821 31,836
Against admifting any new : .
_Slave State, . S 10,301 22,161
of the slave-trade .

For aboliti
be .

11541 23,405

aggregate of whose time in the employment o

For abolition of slav
< the_Territories, -.: "7
Atthe extra session for
scinding the ‘gaz’ resolu:
tion of Jan. 21, 1837. " -

e am
L7 Total, 213,301 201,077 414471
. The number:in. the  Senate -ig estimated “to

have been about two-thirds as great as that' in
the House, - = 0 s 0 T S

<= Petitions have also been presented.to the sev-
eral State Legislatures of the free Siates, whose

meeting, praying for the nbolition of such laws
as make distinetions among citizens on account
ofcolor, for the extension of thé right of trial by
Jury to persons claimed as fugitive slaves, and
for resolutions on the subject of the annexation
of Texas, the. rizht of petition, slavery in the
District of Columbia, &c. The State action
thus called forth, has been, in a high degree,
cheering. Vermont and ‘Massachusetts have,
with scarcely any reservation, responded favor-
ably to the prayers of their petitioners, and taken
decidedly abolition ground. Iavorable action
has also been had in one, it not both branches of
the Legislatures of Maine, Rhode Islaud, New
York, Ohio, nnd Michigan, on the questions o
Texas and the right of petition. .
‘The present o-casion does not afford time to
give even an index of the important events
beuring on the cause of the slave, that have oc-
curred during the last year. A multitude of
religious bodies 4t the north, have tharoughly
tuken the side of the slave, and those national
organizations which have so long endeavored 10
sanctify the plunder of the poor by bringing it
into the household ¢f Christ, are zonvulsed.
Governors angd legislatures, who, two or three
years ago, talked ol prosecuting abolitionists at
common law, or suppressing their sentiments by
penal enactments, have exchanged meunace for
courtesy, and even granted the use of their halls
for public abolition lectures. ‘I'he voice of gen-
uine abolitionism has been heard on the floors
of hoth Louses of Coungress, aud disgraceful as
are the unconstitutional measures by which the
slaveholders have songht to drown 1, they have
proved that it will yet be heard eflectually.—
Since the insurrectionary meeting in the capi-
tol, of Dze. 20th, nnd the presemation of the
extraordinary resolutions of Mr. Calhoun ju the
Senatg, there cun be no doubt, with any man of
suflicient reflection, that the south, under the
impulse of a regenerated public sentiment at the
north, will sooner arrive at a general abolition
of slavery, than at a dissoiution ot the Union.
The great soathern scheme of bringing into the
Union an imiense territory, to be cut up into
slaveholding stutes, whereby to invigorate the
slave system, and give it the permanent control
of our republic, checked by wnorthern remon-
strunce, has fallen back upon diplomatic craft,
The enterprise is henceforth to be carried by sap-
ping and not by storm.  The attitude assumed
by our Exerative towards Mexico, imposing
upon her, as a condition of peace with us, the
iminediate adjustment of a description of claims
which, agninst her sister republics, are not en-
forced, and passing over in silence the enormous
grievauces of which she has o complain, in the
mvasion und dismemberment of her tervitory by
our ecitizens, indicates a deterinination to achieve
the favorite enterprise of the south, at whatever
sacrifice.of the interests of fiberty aud the honor
of the nation. Four judicial decisions, given
during the year, are important in themnselves,
and us signs of the times,  The Suprenie Court
ol Conneeticut has adopted the doctrine of Alas-
sachuseus, that a slave, brought Ly hismaster’s
consent, becomes free on reaching her soil—
I'he Supreme Court of Ohio hus pronounced
color no presumption of slavery in 1that state.
The District Court of the United Swates has
laid down the epposite doctrine in New Jeisey.
T'he Supreme Court of Pennsylvasin has vied
with the (so called) Reform Convention, in
stripping the colored tax-payers of Penuvsylva-
uia, of the right of suflrage, now peaceubly en-
joyed for forty-seven years.  Here is the justice
ol w Jeflvics entering the lists, with the foulest
prejudice that ever wampled on reason, to sce
which should have the credit of tearing the
principles of Franklin from the charter of his
adopted state! This year has taught Awmerica
a lesson in regard 1o the incompatibility of aw

Slavery has demunded the saerifice of one of
the purest and wost irreproachable presses in
the country, and a northern community has
been found that relaxed the arnn of law, and

date to pursue their vieum opeuly with the in-
struments of death—to destroy press afier press
—and, at lust, 10 deliberately shoot the heroic
editor through the heart.  Yes, while sworn
murderers were watehing for the noble-hearted
Lovesoy, at the corners of the streets, there
wete men of high character—wministers of luw,
both human and divine—men pledged by eter-
nul sanctions to protect every citizen in the ex-
creise of his rights, who voluuteered as confes-
sors, aud pointing to the pistols and ¢ dowie
knives, of the mob, bid hitn bow the knee to
slavery, and surrender his Amcican liberty!
In his fall, his doctrine rose. ‘He has done
wore in his death than he could have dowe in
his life, and the day scems not fur distant when
his murderers will garnish and honor his sep-
ulchre.

TFullas is the south of ¢ threatening and slaugh-
tery’ against the friends of emancipation, her
conscience and reason are at work. She be-
gins to foresee the dny when the cirenmambient
sentiment of the world will take away the gains
of her cruel system, and when expediency will
join with conscience for its abolition. * Let our
FIARS, said Mr. Jenkins, in his place in the
legislature of Mississippi, * be as grest as they
may; let our abhorrence of their hellish doe-
trines be as strong as_imagination can conceive,
let us SUPPRESS OUR FEARS; let us not
afford them (the abolitionists) the triumph of
knowing that we cousider that they have any
probability of success—let our course be one of
silence and determination.  Sir, let us not no-
tice the visionary projects of these enthusiasts
of the north, or at least, not a@ppear .to notice
them ! %

‘I'rue abolition fires are kindling up in that
Switzerland of America, the mountains of cast-
ern Tenuessee.  Kentucky, strongly us she is
compelled by her sister slave staies to anathe-
watize the abolitionists, can no longer conccal
her dissatisfaction with slavery.

Abroad, the wost cheering events have taken
place. Mountserrat, one of the British colouies,
has resolved to exchange the modified slavery
of apprenticeship for 1he entire abolition which
has succeeded so happily in Antigua and Ber-
muda. Barbadees, with its 80,000 apprentices,
is debating the question whether it shall follow
in the same course.  France, with her 260,000
colonial slaves, is addressing hersell to pursue
the track of England—her colored slaveholders,
who hold about one-eighth part of her slaves.
having spontancously offered to free them, and
petitioned for a general. abolition. England
herself, from the mightiest minds of her parlia-
ment to the operatives of her workshops, is rous-
ing her energies 1o retrieve the errors of her
immortal nct of 1834.  She is now convinced
of the folly of ull preparations for the enjoyment
of inalienable rights, She knows now to a
certainty, that there are uwo. human hands in
which a whip can be placed that shall do. the
work of wages.
from France u full recognition of the freedmm,
savereiguty, and . independence which -she  has
actually pussessed for.the Inst thirty-four years.
Our wicked prejudice must now fugnish' the
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sessions- have oceurred since our last annual

|

and slavery. which she must profit by or perish. -

Hayti bas at: lengih obtained

only shadow- of a reason for refusing to establish
wi!{ her those international -relations which ins
terest and justice alike demand. 7T v
“In:view of these developments of the strugg
by Jis | going on :s0 ‘victoriously ‘for ‘truth
against oppression—the’ commitiee recommend
the: inore. thorgugh, systematic, and - pér 1
diffusion of anti:slavery publications ; the
sion- of - our drganization by sdcieties " and
ventions; ‘the right use of suffrage; ‘perseves
rance in - PETITIONING, ‘udding, 10 the ! prayers
which we’ inust not cease to offer-till they. are
granted, one for the recognition of Haytian In-|
dependence ; nind, last but-not least, ofléring the
fraternal band of fellowship und - nssistahice’ to
our.colored brethren .in their. stry i ]
full standing of men; and American citizens.
. In the prosecution of such an'ebject by such
wmeans—of human liberty by truth and brotherly
love—we can uever tire nor-doubt of success.
Our victory is no less suve than the laws of
seed-time and harvest; and though tears may
mingle with the seed which is now ‘scattered
winidst the frosts and snows of retiring winter,
the sheaves shall yet be brought home, with
shouts of unmingled joy, in the sunshine of un+:
clouded peace. ‘
The acceplance and publication of the Report was
moved by Wiriiay Lrovp Garrisox, of Boston, Mass. '
and seconded by R.P. G. Wrianr, of Schenccindy, N, !

' Y. the vencrable father of the Rev. ‘Theodore S, Wright,

of New York city. i

On motion ol James G. Binnev, Esq. one of the Cor-
responding Secretaries of the Society, !

Resolved, That our grateful neknowledgments are!
due to Almighty God for Ifis smiles npen the anti-sla-
very cause the past year, and that we devoutly com-
mend to Him the enslaved, with increased conflidence
in the speedy accomplishment ot' His promise that the
rod of the oppressor shall be broken, and the oppressed
go free.

On motion of Lonesp Quiney, Esq. of RBostan, dMass,

' seconded by the THon. Peleg Sprague, of Mass,

Resolved, That the doctrinies of c¢ivil and veligious
liberty which our Puritan ancestors transplanted to
these shores, which were fostered and defended by our
revolutionary fathers, are identical with those princi-
'ples of freedom, the blessings ol which it is the object
of the anti-slavery enterprise to extend and secure to all
our conntrymen,

On motion of James McCuxe Sy, M. Dl of the
city of New York, n native of this city, and a graduate
ot the University of Glasgow, i Scotland,

Resotved, That we contemplate with heartfelt satis.
fuction, the noble efforts thut are making by the aboli-
tionists in Great Britain and France for the total cessa-
tion of sfavery, and its concomitant the slave-trade, and!
pledge to them our co-operation until, by the Llessing

_ ol God, both these eruel customns shall wholly cease.

permitted the savage executioners ol this man-

On wnotion of Geerir Ssri, of Peterbore’, N Y,
lesolved, That a just_and kind treatment of the col-
eved people of the free states would contribute greatly
to the terinination of Ameriean slavery.
| On moton of Arvay Stewant, Esq. of Utien, N. Y.
Resolved, That the Congress of the United States in
laying the petitions of hundreds of thonsands of peti-
tioners on the subjeet of slavery, upon the 1able, ¢ with-
out debate, reading, reference, or printing. and with no
farther action whatever thereon,’ has been guilty of an
alarming violation of the Federal Cunstitution,
Notices were read, among which was, by request, the
"notice of the New York Colonization Society mecting.
The audience united in singing the verse,
) From all that dwell, &c.

The Benediction was pronouneed by Rev. Theodore
S. Wright, of this city; and the vast congregation, the
most of whom had remained riveted in solemn and
deep attenticn for nearly five Louts, slowly retired.

In our nexy, we shall givea sketch of the able speech-
os delivered, with the letters which were read {rom
President Beecher, Dr. F. Julius Lemayne, Hou, Johu
Quincy Adaws, and Hon, 1. . Elmoe, of S. C.



