1840, May 12 .JﬂfH

New York, [New York]

SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY

OF THE

AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY.

The Seventh Amniversary of the Awkrican ANTI-SpaveRY
Soctery was held in the Fourth Free Church on Tuesday, May

12th, 1840. ' ’
ArrHR Tappax, the President of the Society, took the chair

&t 10 o’clock, A. M.
The Rev. Jaxrs I. OsTrox, pastor of the church, addressed

the throne of grace.
The Rev. Srerunx Trorston, of Maine, read selected por-

tions of Scripture.
An abstract of the Annual Report of the Bxecutive Committce

was read by the Rev. Josnua Lravirt, Recording Sccretary of

the Socicty.
The following resolution was offered by Henry IT. Garxzrr,

a colored young mon of this city, and a member of the Onmda.

Institute.

Resolved, That all the rights and immunities of American citizens ere justly
due to the neople of colur, who ever have been, and still are willing to contribute
their full slms 1o curich and defend ovr conmon country.

I rising, Mr. President, to bespeak the passage of the reselution \('ln'ch‘l
have just read, T eanuot hope to exvress all the feclings of my heart. 1 would
point this assembly ta the carly listory of onr conntry. I would invite Amuln-
€&ns 10 examine anew the lound‘.t of our republiean instistions. I wenld
remind you, sir, of dear-hough said to be held ont o all, but which
are no'unh«nndmrr denied milhons, T would kold up before you
covenants written with bload, (hnl might have been p].md m the ark of the
nation’s glory, but \\hu]x have been seized by the oppressor's hand and torn 1o
picces by his scourge, 1 wonld el you to disten to the whrll sound of the
plantation horn, th, leaping from  the Sonth, and firding an echo even
among our Nortkern hills. In a word, 1 would xhucl your atteition to & pile
o!\\rung, and pational disgrace, and shnmo as high as heaven,

Sir, the foundation of this government wag formed of the most solid materials.

Garnet, Henry H[ighland] 4622

ion with tyran.
the bosom of the true An
sulmn v of the spirit of the pilgrims—a spirit

the tics that bound them to kindred and councry, nlld 10 §
to throw their destinies into the midst of tic trackless w:
speaking of those men, the tonzue of the orator will never become ins basucn
The strains of the poct that shall entswine their decds in song shall never vex
the ear of patriotism, As_they launched into .he deep, ther very
swelled by the breath of liberty. As pure in motive and as rcsi
as the waves thet bore them thither, they laid the broad fuunuabon af mu.,-
i as then, sir, that new and astonishing truths in rerard
10 the 'sr'nc.p.u of likerty were developed.  Acting under the influence of these
traths, ova fathers pressed forward with ho[y and pariotic zeal in the road to
that national independence which the revolution of scventy-six opened 1o them.
Of the wonderful prr~cnnnce——of the ceascless love of nlmny, religious, po-

tical, and social, which regulated their actions, whois co dase a3 to complain 7

Of the princi; )ILS laid r.u\\n in the Dcclmuuun of independence, we find no
fault. For that instrum ares, “that all men are created free and equal.”
We would not qu of purpose, and devetion to ficedom, which
Skbn]ld to v\w‘u the swords of most of the fathers of the RLvo\uuu 1 But we
comziain in the mo: qualified terins, of the base conduet of their degenerate
sons, If, when taking wmto consideration the circumstances with ‘wh
revolutionists were surrounded, and the weakness of huwman nat
pon ibly parcon them for - Zlecting our brethren’s yights—
ing of the day of liberty. every part of the patriot's dm did not appear
plnm-—xm\v that we have reached e mid-day of our national carcer—~naw that
there are ten thonsand suns flashing light wpon our pathway, this mu-m is
guilty of the basest hypocrisy in \vnuhaldm" the rights dus to miliions of
Amcrican citizens.

Itis not neeossary, Mr. President, for mie to attempt to mark out the grounds
upon which is bailt the rights of Aneriean nship. Let it be what it may,
upon it the colored inhabitanis of this country stand. .

Ttis with pride that ITremember thatin the cm[I(‘=[ ancmr'= to establich de-
in this hemisphere, colored men stood hy the of your fathers and
sn..rﬁa Wi hh them the toils of the Revolution. \\’h en freedom; that had been
alf the world, at last thoughit shebad here found « shelter, and
heH o‘n her hands for protection, the tearful eye of the colored man, in many
azed with pxyr\;‘ron her tautered nents, and ran ( hier relicr,

1 ‘

mna L}) inin its
»

e

Scarecly
m inch on the p story been ﬁ}pm“ mm 10 their memory. Yet
1 will give thom a share of the fame that was reaped upen the ficld of Lex-
ington and Bunker Hill. Truth will afim that they participated in the im-
mortal honor that adosned the brow of the illustriovs Washington.

Tn the last war, 1(\(.,culnr( d ciizens rendered signal service to the ruunny.
us were they to defend tieir native slores from invasion, at the Lattle
of \ew Orleans, that they did not step to_con: lie safety of Gen. Jackson’s
nbags. Inorder to show to you their ardor in thar s ", permit ne to
' 1o you the words of the late President of the United States. 1 knew
‘.\c‘l how you loved your native couniry, and that y4n had, as well as ourselves,
to defeud what man” fiolds most ocar. parents, rciations, wives, children, and
nroﬁzer‘y You have done more than I expected. In addiion 10 those previous
qualities I before knew You 10 possess, 1 ﬁnmd, HOICOVET, AMONE YOU, @ More
noble enthusiasm which leads to the performance of great things.”  Such is
the langage of slaveholders when they would have colored men C stand i the
front of batle. If 1 ¢y are forgotien by history—if they are not mentioned
the balls of Congs if prejudice denies them a place in the grateful iwco)
lections of Americans in gencral, I trust they will at least be remembered 2mid
the cloister of the Hermitage.

Presscopy - Seventh Annual Report of the Executive Committee

of the American Anti-Slavery Society, pp. 1-7
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Eut what shall be sm\v: ? \\]c ; v z-b::
e interests? No, sir: if the Re w0y b don
oty ’ last great day. For, sceirg

nobly, and will stand approved of b
this sclf same soil which now yiel
ance, in days that have passed, y
culture, not the soil.” . i
In the exercise of religion, Mr, President, which is th
nation from moral putrefaction, the people of color ha
citizens some small assistance. Our}chgmn trely has
¢hat cherity which snifercth long, and endureth all
the words of the British statestan, that reliion is -t ba
almost universally acknowledged, Aud the spint of cur
down as a primary duty of Americans, o acknowledge the m
God in all our witaws. The greatest blessitgs which we have ree :
tion, have becn given unto us on account ot the little ns.br»cn found
amony as. And no one will say that the : has not been now _.d then a yl.o\:s
soul among our peopie, although there is u‘wqgh sin amolig Us tu (xcite
the tears of 1he Christian world. ~The spirit of Christienity, w deitis as extui-
sive as the universe in its desire to do good to man, is also as hpartial as the
light of heaven. It doesnot stop to con der the cunmp:cxfnn(x\ $ adorers. .\;o
Servent prayer of the nghteous has ever llen 10 lhcI earih. 7\0 sl;u:m brought
up to build gltars to God, by hands however hnmb,e‘, cver Leen, 1
e who heareth the ravens when they cry, and feeceth th younz l::un h
he roars for lack of food, most assurcdly forgets not the petitions of his chosen
1& . . . . . o
Peﬁiligion, then, is the praservation of our institutions. Itis (h}e m:a}uy p:Ha;r
which holds up the well-begun structure of this governmeat, whici: & trust it
will ultimately fnish. Colored men have been with you in this laber. We
are with you still, and will be with you forever. We
the cnnh?y temyples of our Lord. 17 they '{‘mzl[y fall, as
on account of their sin, wittout being auiity of ¢
let us be bugied beneath their ruins,  We wish not io s row.
Sir, the slavehclder looks upon his vietim es thouci he were ?lt‘ ?“f“g'.:‘@,'
mortality. The apologists of oppression disrivarit ] lears and ,.,.,.d: }1.;1!n'.\
and Smm‘lhc one holding n,nn‘g g0 called mrersed i Blood,
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v, is
os lays it
overnment of
ned as a na-

and the other endeavoring 10 8!
scourge with wiach they have w
driven him into the most b
geon, prayers, ferveni, 1
the blessings that we new ¢
found some of the Lots, in cons
has terned back the £
in high places hes just!
Sir, if the priviie:
in contributiag 1o ¢

forservicesdone
t class of Ameri-
it that will deny

&0 Stands 2dove the ¢ il deny
hat they here i-en Jberty?
o A whenitis fear-

der the

Black Abolitionist Papers 1830-1865 © 1981, ProQuest LLC.

4623

Insh of monsters, have been and still are tke tillers of 1}
peake Bay 1o the Sabine river, there is not a foot of ¢
iled beneath the hard hand of the dark Americ
e have contributed our proporiionate share in tilling ¢
2, that points to her cotton fields and suger plantations, ¢
her orange groves enned by her spicy breezes, that e

mighty rivers—the Sonth that boasts of her slave supporicd
manages to scare half the world by the blaze of her chivalry, and "
turn is frightened into hysteries at'the appearance of that awful raw-head-and
bloody-bores that is continually ¢roaning, *can’t take care of themsclves,” she
is indebted to us for every breath of agricultural prosperity that she draws.
Hear slaveholders themselves on the subject. I we emancpate our slaves, say

they, we are undone.  Without stopping to show the fallacy of a part of their
, I would Lave you notice the bare fact set forth in this language, that
s0 far as the azricultural intercsts of the South are concerned, the slave is her
all inall. And, indecd, notonly in the labor of the field are the people of color
helr bone and sinew, her Lfzand blood, for we are tald by vne who knows uli
about the wholesome and industrious influence of slavery, that Southern repub-
licans, in case emancipation should take place, would be put to tlicir wit’s end
as 1o how their boots should be biacked.

If the dwellers beyond the Potomac have anything to boast of, it is the wealth

of their fields. It is here among the rocks and valleys of the.North, tiat_the
trades display their ten thousand implements. The very clothing in which these

dealers in the souls of men are dressed, and the carriages in which they ride,
are made at the North, The Bowie-knives which they flourish,in Quixotic

lory, are manufaciured in New-York, or somewhere else among innocent
ﬁ'nrlhemers. The whips that they bury in the quivering flesh of their prostrate
victims, are platted on the banks of the Passaic. Since the first caplive was
landed on the O'd Dominion, colored men have been toiling to make the South
what she is to-day.

Not only in war, and in the exercise of religion, and in_promoting the agri-
cultural interests of the country, have colored men assisted you, but they Luve
also contributed grestly in sapporiing the science and literature of the South,
For poor Tow und Dick are sold far away, in order that my young lord Frede-
rick Williain may be seat to coilege.

Sir, it has been shown, that we assisted you in the days that tricd men’s
souls. We have knelt with you on the footstool of our Heavenly Father, and
have surplicated with you for blessings civil, religions, and politeal.  And may
God grant that we may never be hehind any class of our fellow citzens in this
respect. In slavery we have greatly aided in turning your wilderness into fruit-
ful ficlds. Give us our freedom, remuncrate us for our labor, and protect our
family altars, and, by the blessings of heaven, we will help make those fruitful
fields to blossom and bloom as kden. :

With every fibre of onr hea twined arsund our country, and with an in-

civasible determination to obtain the possession of the natural and inalienable
rights of American citizers, we demand redress for the wrongs we have suffered,
andask for the restoration of our birthright privileges.  But we would not look
to man alone for these things. The Lord is our strength,

“Avenge thy plandered poor, oh Lord ¢
But nov with fire, but not with sword ;
Aveage our wrongs, our chains, our sighs,
The wmisery in our childven’s eyes!
But not with sword—no, not with fire,
Chastise our conntry’s locustry’;
Nor let them fecl thine heavier ire;
Chastise them not in poverty ;
Thongh cold in soul as coffined dust,
Their hearts as tearless, dead, and dry,
Let them in outraged mercy trust,
And fikd that mercy they deny.”
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harp-like £
R
rica—though my habitation were fixed
minions, yet it were vain, and worse thaa va.n for
being fre¢, while three millions of my covntrymen are weilng @
house of oppression.

In submitting the resolution, sir, I weuli azul
memnber, that but 2 fow years ago their faizors er
the freedom now denied to us, I would i
great day of God's final reckoning is just bef
and then remember the outeast bondman, arnd let hun go
of Giod, in whose image he was created.
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Le duth priscne
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DUPLICATE OR VARIANT COPIES OF ACCESSION # 3294 ARE FOUND IN:

Emancipator, May 15, 1840

Liberator, May 22, 1840

Colored American, May 30, 1840

National Anti-Slavery Standard, June 11, 1840
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