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THE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL.

BY CHARLES G. FAIRCHILD.

Maxy persons who sympaibize most
heartily with tho objccls which' the Civil
nghts Bill aims’ fo secure feel that ‘Con.
gregs'transcends its constitntionnl powerin
altompl!ng to secure these objeéts by specinl
enactmente. ‘The domain of national legls-
lation, like that of state or county or city,
is limited. Tho state bas no right to dictate
toa city the location of 1t8 park or the
character of 1ta pnvemcm Congress bas
no riglit to dictate to & state the location of
i1a capitol b¥ the courss of stady in its state
univorslly AnQ, ‘gederally, the constitu-
tion' ofjnrws und the regu\n!]ons governing
hotels, churches, schools, and public con.
veyances are “fatters' which bclong to the
more private or houiehold arnngemcnts of
comménities and’ stutes,  But I 1t'not pos-
‘siblé that these toder somo circumstances
should becomg of nationa) influenco and
lmpnrlnncc. nnd thus jusm‘y nntionnl lnter
ference?

To consider’ (his quetlion falrly, two
‘things must be remembered, The firs i3
that tbid nation Is ot ‘oid enoligh nor has
{t ind such s varlety of expéricade” a8 to
fustify it 'In' figiog sbsolutely alid” for all
time the Hmits of congrcssfonu) legistation.
The Fatliera of the Republic planned simply
a federation of states: bat uecessliy,
ognihsl the prejudlces of the' pcop)o forced
thg federation Into « Gnlon’ of ' states and
tho Inte war dgainst the so- -cilled ‘Confeder-
ato Btates has left not eyed a prefudice fn
favor of a backward move In this particular.
Steam ‘comfauhication and the lelegraph
‘have altered and are.altering yenrly the
codditidns of this ptohlem in essential par-
tiealars. -1t once seeimed A natural and ap-
propriate thing for the ‘Biate of Now' Jersey
‘to tax the Oamden’ and Ambdy Compiny
for each prasenger 1t earried;’ It vwasalocal
mu!!cr ‘But thé neceshity of pasiing be-
tween Phllndelphiu and ‘Neéw ' York lias
conie* to bo & national nddessity, and It
geeths ndw an outrage that tho ‘people at
large bo {aked to ‘sipport the ‘leglslative
netds of New Jcney, beeauso: tiiat- state
Tidphins to e’ etivéen - thobd' two " points.
Prie Just Vimith 6¢ ‘éongressional Iégislation
‘cannol be definftely fixed as yet by refer-
‘énce to the past, * Whatever /is plafnly na-
tioual in lls influenco is just as plsioly
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‘BWOF.

a matter for nutlonal lnwrrerence and cou-
trol, © ' . )

The accond lb!ng to be rom mbcred 18,
tbat whon a' Jocal autharlty, Vilates the
s senso of J and right it: mayl
become the Quly, of somn othear, power 1o
correct: the. wrong: Nothing i3 moro;
‘nacred or, mbro absoliite thin the control of
8 parcot over his child, Yet, when 8
parent fails ju certain partjculars, tha alate
assumes control  of the .child; and
nothing is more consanant. with: our ideds
of eqiilty, for-the "chlld hins 'some rights
whicl/ the state {8 botnd to’ secure to him, -
Marringo'' aﬂ‘ecis mbst generally only tne
persons and ¢ommunity concemcd Not
even the slate should assume any lnr;:e con-
trol of it. ,But the. polygamy, of Utah is
amatter not outside of congreasjonal inter-
ference ; not because Utah is a territory,
but becnusa tho local authorities fall 1o
corroct .nn evil ' which gtosslv outrages the
general canviction:of the world as to what .
is right. ..If, then, tho.Civil Rights Bill per-
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‘taios to that whbich is natlonal in it influ-

enco or to that in which the local author-
{tics outrage the’ common ¢onviction as to
what fs tight, it plalnly Mes witliin the
dnmnﬁn of congrcminnrﬂ lcglslntiou '

Is, |hen the gopial s&andmg and progrcqs
of- the colored peopls a. matiar of nmlonul‘
importance and fufluenco? " The. mere:
statement of ‘the question is & sufficlent an
“The nenm fa'a’voterand a lcgls]ntor
By hid bohe and slnew'are the resources ot‘l
the Bouth malnly to be' déveloped. ’l‘he|
North, bnrdly jJesa than tiig Soufh, jg’ lntm‘-l
ested not merely in ia progress in lmelll
gence and solf-reepect and virtue; but {n-
establishing .such relations between him’
and hia ldite mnster as -shall - guard against,
raco jealousies, agafnst riot ‘and anarchy.’
Wd surcly are'n natlon'of duflards if ‘wo'
can stogger dally’ utider our (remcndow;
burden of nationdl debt or come from decor
ating the numbcr‘css graves that billow our
land and not fecl.that thisjs a question of
pational importance. , )

But beyond: this comes. the inqniry,
whether.:in certain places the treatmont of;
tbe bincka is- not duch as to Justify m\tlonull
intefference.’ The facts scem to wakrant |t
and it would be almngc If §t were ¢ ther wise,
The blacks were freed agatust the w(shes of
the Southbern people; they received tho hal-
lot "ogainst their wishes and judgment.:

' Though they scem to acquiesce more or.
“less henrnly 1" théso changes, yot there can

‘be but Yittde doubt 1hat, if the barrlers of lnw
were removed nuq the South left entirely. go
hereclf public feeling would surgo back
{uto the old channels again. . The relation
of the blacks to tho General Government is

- very peculinr.  They are its wards, and they.

‘

have a peculiar clafm upon tho ald of the
Government removing the, loads which
generatlons of bondoge and cnforcadlgunr
anco and sqclyl babits have henped upom
them. The I‘nurmenth Amcndment was pn
express nalional recognition of this peculiar’
responsibility, and 1o reject this bill would
e to reject the spirit, snd intent, at least, oft
that amendment. But, to Justify completely:
thg passage of this bil), there must be 8 con-
viction that it.will accomplish something.
Are not the things mentioved in this bill
the outgrowth of & popular prejudico so |
subtle that to attempt to-disgipate it by the,
heavy hand of. law is ke sendjnga troop of
cavalry to chargo upon a mouotain mist?
And {8 this vot’ uttqpﬂp Ing to sccure Ly
law what can on!y tie .aecured by a moriy
which “when “attajnéd would secure the, ‘
Acsired roconn!llon indepnndent of lnw?
But this prejudico 18 not so intangible. ‘
ia not inborp, hut an edueated prejudice, nnd
a Htle compylsory cducation of a different
opture will do moch to.remove it, It stands \
.In. the way of progress like the rocks of
Hell Gate in Now York Harbor. You may'
tunnel it with your logte and perforate it
with your anrcasm ; but there i3 needed a
blast of Inw, like a blnst of guupowder, be-
fore thé channel is cleared. Progress in the
matter of puilic conveyancesand of schools |
has heen o constant flinstration of this. Re- |
courdo to Iaw has been slmost uniformly
necessary. The soclal waters have always

. been greatly disturbed; but in a short time |

thoy rau quletly through & ghannel which
contaiped one less obsincle.

B0, too, this Iaw cannot create merit; but
it can create clrcumstances which wili tend |

to bring forth werit; A present in schools, |
churches, hottls, antl” cavd the most proml. -
nent thlng taught'a colored man i8 that he

1s's * higger.” A miin tiight ad wél'pliice a

Howering plant Yu'n datk gothek of Yls eef- !
It ond gay that when {t cawme info ‘full !
fresh bloom ho would bring it up, into the.

Qunlight and alr o8 to place a young man

under such msplng and degrading (utelage

and any.that whon he had attained a geh-. ‘
erous and delicate culture that merlt would | i
be recoguized. i
"After ten years of experienco. there i8 an
evident need of the pasgage of gome such
bl Tho ‘objects s6ught are not sectional,
but’.pertain to tho growth and permanent’
peace of the country as s whole, and they
cannq! be entrusted as yet to the local au--
thorittes. Surely, if these do not form a
sufficient justiﬂcntlon for this mesasure, |
nothing less than & second shot upon .
Bumter will justify it.
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