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THE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL.

BY WILLIAM LLOYD GARRIBON,

“Tagre care of the Civil Rights Bill,”
aald the dying Bumner to an eminent mem-
ber of Congress from his owa state. By
this he meant : ** See that the bill i8 not so
modified a8 to impair its stringency or ma-
terially affect any of ita provisions; that
action upon it is not evaded hy distonesy
maneuvering, nor postponed through
apathy, on the one hand, or hostility, on the
other, until the sescion is too far spent to
securo final action upon {t. Watch it with
s vigilance that cannot slacken, urge it with
a zeal commensurate with its justice, de-
fend it with a courage born of deep couvie-
tion and unoswerving rectitude,””, May this
jnjunction stimulate not only the gifted
genator to whom it was addressed, but
every friend of equal rights in either house,
to meet the issuo in as speedy and direct a
manper as posaible. As yetthebillis in the
haunds of a committee; and how long it will
be detained there or what chagges may be
Jound fn it when reported back is problem-
atical. One thing Is cortain: time is fiying,
and in such an attempt to redress long-
fnflicted wrongs delays are espacially dan-
gerous,

While it Is to be expected that all the fea-
tures of the bill will be objectionable to
those members from the SBouth who repre-
sent the old slaveholding régims, it is said
that the one most offensive is that which
abolishes all complexional distinctions in
the common schools. Of course, all sorls
of evil consequouces are predicted if that s
enforced: achools now in operation will be
broken up ; the whites will not send their
children where colored children are ad.
mitted on equal terms, even though they
must go uneducated; but, if they should,
there would be constaot friction between
the two races, Let them all be instructed,
but in scparate achools; and thus all trouble
can be avolded and the end harmoniously
sttained, Notbing can begained and much
may be lost by coercion; all great changes
aro effccted slowly, especially where long-
cherisbed and deeply-rooted prejudices are
concorned. It {s preposterousto suppose
that & race despised and enslaved for cen-
turiea can be sllowed to stand on the same
plane with those who bave beld and treated
them as marketable commodities until
within & comparatively short period, and
who would again do eo if they could.
These dislikes are inuate and unconquerable,
and Nature draws the line of demarcation by
a0 unerring instinct I—eto,, ete.

These are old objections, many times re-
fated by Indisputable proofs, but presented
in & new application; dismal fears, which
have been shown to be mere phantoms of
the brain wherever brought to the test, It
1s something wonderful to note how quick
wrong-doers are to perceive what dreadful
results must attend right action. Theirs s
the wisdom of this world, which is foollsh-
Bess with Qod. They hear, indeed, but
understand not; and they see, indeed, but
perceive not,  ¢* Wherefore, thus saith the
Holy One of Ysracl, Becauss ye desplae this
word, and trust {o oppression and perverse-
0ees, and stay thereon, therofore this in-
iquity shall be to you asa breach ready to
fall, swelling out n & high wall, whoso

DE cometh suddenly at sn instant.”
40d 0 for al) injusiico thoro comes s doy

of retribution, Nature is not to be saddled
with human whims and prejudices. Bhe
tests no muscles, weighs no brains, consults
no complexional differences, to enableherto
determihe where love shall bind or hatred
alienate, If the Jews had no dealings with
the Bamaritans, she was not answerable for
it. If any class hold in contempt another
for causes admitting of no chaunge, she sides
with those who are proscribed, Humanity
is multifarious, but not discordant, in its
manifestations; and whenever tho strong
trample upon the weak or the proud dis-
dain the lowly, in the inner consciousness
of their souls they know themselves to be
without excuse. ‘T'o such no quarter 18 to
be given. Their outcries deserve no con-
sideration; their intentions are cvil and
their counsels mischievous; all their predic-
tions are faisified. Whether they appeal to
God, Nature, or Humanity, their condemna-
tion is the same.

YWhat borrors were predicted as sure to
follow in the train of immediate and un-
conditional emancipation! YWhat shedding
of blood, what ravaging of plantations,
what bringing back of *‘chaos and old
night”! How many timid, unreflecting,
absurdly prejudiced pcople at the North
were thus induced to be reconciled to the
prolongation of slavery as a choico of evils,
all the while complimenting themselves for
thelr prudence and sagacity. What! “ turn
the slaves loose!”"—the whole of them at
once—four millions of imbruted men,
women, and children! Who but Bedlamites
would advocate such & jail delivery? Nay,
who but those who had Jost their reason
could come to the conclusion that to “break
every yoke and let the oppressed go frec”
would be & most calamitous measure?
Though emancipation took place under the
most unfavorable circumstances—in the
midst of a gigantle civil war—nobody was
fnjured in person or cstate, the frecdmen
evinced no disposition to retalinte for the
terrible wrongs that had been done to them,
and tho only encmles of peace and order
were the tyrants who had been deprived of
their prey.

Aund pow we are told by these same
alarmists that to abolish all complexional
distinctious In the common sachools of the
Bouth will but intensify prejudice of race
and give a staggering blow to popular edu-
catlon in that scction of the country; for
oll and water will not mix, nor will fire
and guopowder abide in amicable contact,
even if 8o ordered In the Civil Righta Bill!

That for a time, if that bill should be
passed with such a pravision, there wonld
bo evoked by it much disgust aud indigna-
tion on the part of the old ruling class at
the Bouth, cannot ho questioned ; and that,
in their pride and anger, they would in
many instances rather have thelr children
go half-educated than to atlend & mixed
achool may be set down a8 mora than
probable, But their haughtiness (a divioe
judgment upon them for their trafick-
ing in human flesh) is not to be al-
lowed to perpetunte an aristocratic caste
or to 8o ahape legislation ss to place Ameri-
can citizenship under ban. The public
schiools must be as free from class proscrip-
tion as from sectarian exclusiveness. Insti-
tuted for the common good, and essential to
tbogeneral welfare, they belong tono cligquo
and cannot be advantageously divided on
any colorable pretense. They are primarily
aod fundamentally essential to republican
government, and no other government Is or
can be recognized by the Constitution on
the American soll. Especially are they
necded at the Bouth for the elevation of all
classes, the development of her resources,
and tho augmentation of her prosperity,
based on intelligence and virtue, To them
the North i3 immensely indebted for its
accumulated and accumulating wealth, its
mighty power, its boundless enterprise, its
inventive talent, its diffusive intelligence.
If from them none are excluded, because of
the accident of birth or descent, except the
children of sable parents, why should these
not be included? If American citizenship
is no longer complexional, why should it be
subjected to insult and excommunication in
matters of common inlerest and of public
utilityt  Where local injustice persiatently
robs any porifon of the people of thelr
rights, it is for thoe etrong arm of the Gen.
eral Government to smite such injustice to
the dust, ynder the provistons of thet Oon-

stitution which is the supreme law of the
1and,

The common school must be open to all
aud for all, whether white or black,whether
natlve or foreign. 'Those who, for any rea-
fon, do not choose to avail themselves of its
beneflts may consult their own chofce or
prejudice, as the case may be; but they
must not make it subservient to their exclu-
siveness, To gralify them in this respect
would be to lay the ax at tho root of our
free lnstitutions and to engeuder animosi-
tica that no community can afford to toler-
ate, They will ultimately bo obliged to
conform to established usage; aud, baving
dono g0, they will be glad for their own
sake and for thelr children’s children's sake
that they were not permitted to have their
own disorgavizing way.

Thero is no prejudice founded in color.

Southern men know this too well, aa their
unlimited amalgamation with their sable |
victims long ago attested. The color sim-

ply marks the object to be proscribed, just

as the Quaker garb did in New England

two hundred years ago; nolhing more. It

is conditlon, not color, that gives rise to ne-

gro prejudice. As that condition changes

for the better, colorphobia becomesincreas.
ingly vincible and mutual respect is & nec-

essary consequence. A man'sa man for

a' that” is the talisman of buman brother.

hood. If in the halls of leglslation at the

South and in the National Capi‘ol blacks

and whites aro meeting as equals and in a

fraternal spirit, why should vot their chil-

dren mingle as freely and kindly in the

common schools? A thousand similar ex-

periments at the North demonstrate the per-

fect feasibility of a union of this kind and

ihe results ore invariably good.

It was a long and a hard struggle in Bos-
ton to abolish colored schools, and allow
colored children access to ali the primary,
grammar, and high schoola established by
the city; but it proved only *‘ a nine days'
wonder” and no trouble whatever arose
from the change, and ho would be laughed
at as a fool who should insist on restoring
the old oroscrintive rule |

What more encouraging case, what more
cheoring example need be adduced in favor
of abolishing complexional caste in educa.
tionsl training than that presented by Berea
College, in Kentucky, of wbhich President
Fairchbild is the accomplished and honored
president? The experiment was there
made under very trying circumstances; but
it bas overcome all opposition and won for
ftself the respect and good will of many
who at the outsel wero extremely hostile
to it, and it now lhas hundreds of students,
irrespective of color or scx, and nesrly
equally divided as to numbers, all pursuing
their atudies fraternally, ** with vone to
molest or make afraid.” " It 1s tho most tn-
teresting educational institution to contem-
nmte in the United States, and desorves the

ighest encomiums and tho most liberal
patronage for the good it bas wrought and
tho grand example it has furnished how to
pacificate and bless the entire South.

PYs

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.




