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But it may be asked, Wh,y need Congress
intermeddle with such- -yiitters, - and not
leave them to the. Jocrd legishation of the
States, and the police regulations of the sev-
eral nmnicipadities?, Simply because the

The {ivil Rights Bill, personal liberties and civil rights of some
portions ¢f the people will not in mony
cns otected by them. Because it

Tt is generully known that the late Sew wm:i,pl:ehlzxdedt:hat :’i'ie Toeal govoraments
wuser Sumner, not long before his decoa:so, might gob in some cases properly protect the

Jdrew up the form of a lnw designed to tg'.‘te rights of certain classes of the heopke,

wffect to the Fourteenth Awendment to the Congeess was expressly empowered to legis-

Clonstitution, by which equality of <vil lntsog?for that purpose; and as that gift of

rights rs guaranteed to ail classes of citizens, ower was for a purpose, the spirit of the

That bill, with but slightmodifications—and Soustitu tionnl provision demands of Congress

those designed only to Wl:fect its dozaile— precisely the legislation now proposed. Nor

Jins een passed by the sational Senate, and is there any lack of evidence that just such

now awaits the concurrence of the other femislation 'is called forin order fo put a

house. Its ultimate suecoss in that body is, lai ;e elags of the citizens of the Southern

‘however, far from certam: for, what with the o ﬁes i;l p;)<bcsbi011 of the common rights of

press of other business, ﬂm. em:nebt and ;r;muon. 'i‘here is need of this law as a

pursistent resistance of the minority Pnrty, means of giving fair play to the new eitizens

and, the lukewarmness of s.nrm: of th'e of the South in all the points enumerated
majority, there i only too obvious a possi- above, and it is quite evident that without
bility of the defeat of the measure, at least t{xing of the kind it will be impossible
for the present session. Still, however, there for the freeduen to enjoy the full measure

i hope in the case, since, for party rea- of the freedom with \\'hicix they have been

sons, if for no higher or broader ones, the nominaliy endowed. Nor need there be any

dowinant party will scarcely venture to zo trouble a.bout the results, If the law shall

to the country with the odinm that will cer- demand fuir play for the colored people, a

tainly follow them if they prove false in way to grant it .to them will be found out

thie mutter; for in every State tho‘re aro witixout altogether outraging the darling
enough of those who would not forgive bo prejudices of the formerly dominant race.
great a defection from the eause of freedom, Colored people will probably still occupy
to leave, by their withdrawal, the Repub- separate cars on the railronds, and separate
lican party in winority. rooms and tables at the hotels; but these
The position into which our civil institu- will not continue to be, as they have
tions are brought by the lately decreed Dbeen, altogether inferior in all their ap-
amendments to the Constitution is that of pointments, to those used by the whites. Nor
utter obliviousness of alldistinetionof races [ .cq there be mueh fear in respect to the
among the denizens of the land. The four- public sehools, if only sehools shall be pro-
teenth and fifteenth amendments declare that  ¢igeq for the children of the colored people
there shall be a real and undiseriminating {, o points not inferior to those of the whites,
equality before the law for all classes of ¢itl- 1¢ie not the social commingling nf the two
zens, without regard to raceor color; and it races that the law contemplates, but equal
is made the duty of Congress to provide the rights and privileges to all. This is the
requisite legislation to make these provis- o o tent and force of this much diseussed
ions practienlly effective. Tt is simply this “Cfivil Rights Bill;” and this, it may perhaps
that the pending “Ci‘v_ﬂ Rights Bill” pr’o» be added, is its offensiveness- it compels the
e o o oM o U ivg o el st o vt (e
' . o colored people, and that is just what very
member o? Congrefsocmnmt?lmnself .when he many white people are above all things op-
. . . ~  broadest expediency, demand the enactment
touoh'lng the ca?e is tt?o plain to be called in o 4y .0 law; and woe to the party having
question: and since it is the duty of Con- the power to grant it that shall {ail to doit.
gress not to judge the organie law under ‘
whiel it exists and acts, but to enrry it into

effect by appropriate legislation, there isbut

one course open to all faithful members of

Congress, They can do nothing else but

vote in good faith for whatever measure

«hall promige most effectively to secure to

persons of all classes and complexions the

sawme legal protections and privileges. To

distingui<h men legally as white and colored

is a violation of the national Constitution.

Our laws, whether of the state or naiion,

wisely abstain from ull interference with the

private, social, and ecclesiastical coneerns of

the people, and the pending bill proposes

to abide strictly by that rule. It cays

nothing about the private relations of per-

song, norof their social intercourse one with

another, nor of their ecclesinstical connee-

tions. EBach man’s house is his castle, in

which he is the cole ruler, with the right to

admit or to exclude whom he may please.

and to make the choice of his guest by

whatever law of selection he may please

So, too, in their voluntary associations men

may admit or refuse newcomers according

to their own tastes and capnices, and nobody

can legally complain.  Religious associations

also come under this latfer designation.

Churches are in law voluntary bodies, into |

which candidates may enter only by the

consent of those already members of the cor-

poration, and from which any one not

already initiated may be excluded, from what-

ever causes may be deemed sufficient, Aecord-

ingly, the pending bill leaves these things to

be ordered by the people themselves with-

out any impertinent intermeddling by the

Governtuent, whether by legislation or civil

or judicial administration. The Civil Rights

Bill has nothing whatever to do with people’s

private or merely social affairs.

But in our country, as in all free, civilized
communities,there are many things that are
*held and enjoyed in common. The high-
ways are for all alike, and when any one
makes use of them for purposes beyond his
own proper necessities of travel, ie can do
50 only by consent‘of the Government, and
subjeet to the common rights of the people.
There is, therefore, a recognized law govern-
ing all common carriers, which applies alike
to all persons, and which binds the actions of
all who assunme such relations. Proprictors
of stage coaches, railroads, steamboats, and
all other arrangements for carrying passen-
gers, beeause they use the public highways
are common carriers, and have no right to
discriminate among those who choose to
take passage with them, Hotels and taverns
conducted as houses for public entertain-
raent must receive and accommodate all who
come to them, and places of public amuse-
ment, duly licensed as such, andlegally ree-
ognized, are open to all who may choose
to enter them in a quiet and orderly man-
ner. Publie schools ordained by public au-
thority, and sustained wholly or in part
at public expense, belong equally to all
classes of citizens; and all attempts to
abridge their freedom in any of these partic-
ulars are in conflict with the genius of our
public law,

Now, it is precisely these things that the
pending bill seeks to secure to the people of
the land, without distinction of race or
color. It forbids all legislation by any of
the States or municipalities of the nation,
by which the right of any portion of the
people shall be interfered with in these par-
ticulars; and by proper penalties it forbids
all persons engaged in any public pursuits,
and filling public places, to deprive any one
from the proper enjoyment of the rights
common to all citizens, These public insti-
tutions geek for themselves the special ad-
vantages of their legal character and rela-
tions; they must, therefore, accept these with
their necessary conditions and obligations—
and they must be accepted and administer-
ed alike for all. Less than this would be an
odious and intolerable wrong against free
American citizens, and utterly out of har-
mony with the spirit of those institutions,
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