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THE TRATTOROUS PRESIDENT.

It Is alwnys-best to do. right, whea the call
comes. Al walting for iniguity to grow, only cn-
sures f.ulhcr pain and punishment, When Presi-
dent Johnson made his 22d of February speech, he
arrayed himsell against the country; when he
vetoed the Freedman's Bureau and. Civll Rights
bills, he showed his purpose as clearly as he shows
it to-day. Ie had 2o openly allied himself with
traitors that the nation RKuew that all the resonrces
at his nd would be employed for the snbju-
"nllou of loyalty aud re-cstablis t of treas
He organized governments coutrary to the orders
of Congress. Ie fllled their oftices with men who
had been especially !oi'hl(ldep by law from occupy-
ing’ such positions. - 'He ordered these rebels to
break up Unlon and’ Joyal Conventions, and scat-
tered the braius and.blood of the nation's best pat-

' 'rlpt,s over the pavements of Memphis and New Or-
- leans,

e traveled the country denouuciug Con-
‘gress,:and {n the coarsest blasphemy of abuse, do-
graded- his office and himaself to the lowest level of
the Bowcry hem. A year and more’ ago, wise men
secingwhat \\ a8 his work and purpose, dem'\nded his‘
impeachment. The clearest-cyed of our stotesmen,

. Phiilips and Sumner, Boutwell,and Butler, Stevens

"and Kelly, Ashley and Hamlen, saw thiat the only

ri"ht. the only safe way wus to constitutionally re-

'move ‘the man who had betrayed his_couritry, and

would ' asa all I his power to uccompllsh hex ruin,

. Bpt tho :timid and the time-serving who follow

great datics afar off, and presume to excel iu judg-
ment in proportion as they lack in courage, crled:
ont, “‘rash,” seyadical,” “too- fast.”. The Journals,
which ‘too generally ask, not what Is right, but

" what do our readers nppwvt,, jolned in the cry. So

these right-minded and bold-hearted men, our real

~and only leaders, had ‘to do the next bestthing:

tie up the hiuds of this violent ruler; pot bars and-
walls araand his officlal poywer, dnd do many'i 'hits
oC tonal fonnbility, so tlmt hc ml:,ht
be kcpt. u; plnce. nnd the dread lmpcm,hmcut crisls,
bu possibly drifted over. How such.statesmen as
Mr. Fossonden could approve -these half-uncon-
stitutional Umitations of the President's preroga-
tive, whilc hic refases to do what the Constitution | ‘

mqst. cleﬁr’}y p lets nnd rcqulrua. it Is dlﬂlcnlt\to
exp) nln,duuve on the general* t.hcory that. what)a
rival commends mugt, be* rcjcctcd, even at the ex-
pense of much clrcumlocullon and absurdily.

But all these nttempts ‘to bind the Sampson of
the White House-have proved unavailing. The
green withes of Congresstonil Jimitations suap inthe

strain or-nm.uhhmu und uncontrol]nblc Exccutive.
e disdnihs'to be » ﬂ«vurc-hend on thé ship of State.
Ic has rights as President, and he will cluim them.
Ho will show Congress that there is an executive
tranch of government co-ordinate with 1ts own.
e therefore, as soon as they make a faw, proceeds
to take measures for lis v lulm.lou. "Did they think
they had bound him tight by their military govern-
orshlps? Ie makes his attorney prove that these
have no power over civil offices. Did they hasten
together in the heat of summer and rush through a
bill on the tenure of oflice; thereby hoping to frus-
trato thls plea and purpose, lie cuunln"ly n}nlls
himself ol‘ one. of its permits,’ and suspeids, the
only Cabinet oficer in whom the peoplé lmd confl-
dence, *~

Cou"ress nctcd likea chlld. It lins rcccl\'cd the,
blosw it deserves. It sliould naot have mljaurncd
1t shonld have proceeded fa the strength and maj-
esty with which the Constitution has clothed it to’
calmly tuvestigate the charges against the Prosl-
dent, toarraign him, try him, and if found guilty, to
remove him, What Is there so tcrrlble in this?

Who' does not exult in the name’ of Cromwell?

Did ‘not our fathers support him in the trial and
execution of a King, who was nctually less-of'a
traitor than Andrew Johnson? ‘What. Englishman
of to-day i3 mot proud of the revolutlon of 88,
when s legitimate ruler was removed from his seat?
Such:; y. always. 1s b and punish

ment.. The, cpuntry; now Is all excited becnuae
Stanton isiremoved, and; Seward. talks of leaving.
Why was it not, syhen Speed and Hprlan and Den-
ison, left; when _.lpxmllp,—the bravest, and truest

b doncd hls lucmtl\'e post and mlch his
vo!cc for impcnchment? Why was it. not, wlun
the blood of Horton ‘and Dostle stained the re-
belilougcil ty, nnd a Con"rcsslonnl committee proved
the complfeity of the Predldent with the crime?
Nay, when he had* hllusel(‘ avowed it and approved
the déed?

And tiow,. Convrus. luwlng ‘tied up its hands and
prevented ltsown assembling for one hundred days,
1s compelled to see this traftor defy o} its-orders,
trample down its carefully erected barriers, send
panics of financial distrust throngh the North, raise
the crest of sccession in the South, glve arms to
rebels aud organize, them into battalions for the
suppression of:loyal voice aud vote, while It looks
helplessly on,  Had it ndjournul. snbject to the call
of its Spu\kur and Senate President, it would have
been comcncd ‘withiu thirty days. Now it must
loNl around f.xshlonnhlu watering plnc:.s and summer
mountain lnolwcs, and behold its well Jald sehemes
gaugal nglcc. 10 it §s cured, by this punishment
of its timidity, add has attained thie conrage: at
last’ to do wliat it shonld have done a year ngo, i:s
many scourgings may not have been’in‘vafu, ‘But
it is a sad reflection on huwman nature that we can
never do right save under the lash,
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