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imé CONBTITUTIONAL ALIEND-

EDITORIAL CORREAPONDENCT:
Wasmvorow, Fane 16.

1 oarPEN¥D to bo & mpectator in the
ﬁou.sa of Ropresontatives during the two
most important vetes of the prescnt ses-
glon—the vots on the Civil Rights bill, and
the voto on the Cc lonal A d
The contrast between these two occaslons
was striking. The passage of the Civil
Rights bill was & scene of cheers, clapping
of hands, waving of handkerchiefs, and uni-
versa) delight.  But the vote of 1ast Wodnes-

d:;y elicited no more enthusiasm than sny
picco of ordinary business. -The galleries
wore thin—as if people supposed beforehand
that the scene would be hardly worth wit-
nessing.  Although the vote was neatly four
to one, 120 yeas to 82 nays—a ananimity un-
expected—thers was not a cheer, not & mur-
mur of applause, not even aripplo of enthu-
piasm. The foor betng dumb, the gallery
bad nothing to ocho, 'This was right—the
measure Wos not worth a cheer. The
amendment contains nothing to teuch the
yopular heart. Of courss, Ido not forget

¢ it includes the Civil Rights bill—but our
cheering for fhas victory was donelast April.
Excollent as are many of the features of the
Committee's plan, it does mot present that
baals of justico or which just men wish to
gee the Union rcbuilt. It s plaster, not
yock. It is something lesa then Equal
“Rlights—and therefore cannot endure.

Thaddeus Stovens confessed and lamented
this imperfectness, and magnificently
charged the mingled blunder ond crime
upon the President of the United States.
“With Afs cordial asslstanoce” sald Mr.
Btevens, “ the robel states might have been
made model republics, and this nation an
empire of universal freedom.” Mow true
and fearful js this accusation!  How sol
lyit fell from the lips of the venerable man
who nttered it He had Just risen from a
sick-bed, and had ridden to the Capitol at
the peril of his life,.  During the brief quar-
ter of an hour which he occupled in speak-
fng, the solemnity of the chamber was such
as 1 have never before witmessed in that
noisy body. Members left their scats to
gather closely about the old hero—fesling
that perhaps it was the last time he would
ever spoak in that hall.  'With an onfeebled
voice, yet with a courageous and defiant air,
be charged the responsibility for that day’s
patch-work upon an Exccative who might,
by helping instead of hindering Congress,
bave reconstructed the Unionm, not on a
foundation of wood, hay, and stubbls, but on
the adamant of impartial justice.

I enclose an accurate copy of the propesed
Constitutiona} Amendment, a3 follows::

JOINY NEBOLUTION FXOTOSING A¥ ANESDNENY TO TOR CON-
BYITGTION OF TUR DNITED STATES.
Resolved by the Senats and Houso of Repre-
eontatives of the United States of America in
assombled, (two-thirds of both houses
concurring,) That the following article be
proposed to the legisiatures of the soveral
etates 83 an smendment to the Coastitution
of tha United Btates, which, whenratified by
three-fonrths of said legisiatures, shall be
valid aa par! of the Constitution, namely :
. ARTICLE —,
Beorron 1. ANl ms born or nataral-
ized in the Unitod tates, and subject %o the
urisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United
tates, and of the state wherein they reside.
No stato shall make or enforce any law
‘which shall sbridge the privileges or im.
muni%isnof citizens aﬁp&go Unhted States;
nor g any state v8 any person of
life, liberty, or property, \withous due pro-
<ess of 1aw, nor deny to any porson within
{Dm jurisdictlon the ‘equal protectiom of the
w8,

t

. Bec. 8. Representatives shall be appor-
tioned among the soveral states according te
thelr respective numbers, couating the
Wwhole number of persons in each state, ex-
cluding Indians not taxed. But when the
h‘ght to vote ot any election for tho choice
of electors for President and Vice-Presidont
of the United Btates, representatives Iz Con-
gress, the axecutive and judicial officers of a
state, or the mcmbers of the ture
thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabit-
ants of guch state, being twenty-one years
of age, and citizens of the United States, or
in any way sbridged, excopt for pi pa-
tion {n rebellion or other crime, the kasls of
sropresentation thercin ghall be reduced in
the proportion which the number of such

ale citizens shall bear to the whole num-

r of male citizens twenty-one years of age
in stich state.

tega. 8. No ghall ke & senator oT
represontative in Congress, or elsctor of
President nnd Vico-President, or hold any
office, civil or military, under the'Unl!ed
Btaies, or under any state, who, hnvm‘g &rg—
vlooaly takon an_oath, ns a2 member of -
grees, or as en officer of the United States,
or a3 a member of any state leglslature, or
as on executive or judicial officer of any
gtato, to eupport the Constitution of the
United States, shall have in insur-
rection or rebellion against the same, o

v‘an &}d or comfort to the enemies thereof.

af ngress may, by a vots of two-thirds
of each houso, rew?ayavgymch disability.

Bec 4. The validity of tha public debt of
the United 8tates, suthorized by law, includ-
Ing debta In for payment of pensions

and “bountiea for services in suppressing in-
surrection or rekellion, shall net bo ques-
tioned. But neither the United States nor
any stats shall assume or pay any debtor
obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or
st the United Btates, or any
o logs or emnncipation of any
lave; but all such debts, obligations, o
tlaims ahall be held Llegsl and vold
m?m G.bTho Cbngﬂries ?hnll h&ve p&wz;rrz

orce, appropriate legislation, tae p.

vislons of ;yhmpsrug]e. ’

The first soction is_adunirable, It incor-

porates the Civi Rights blll Into the Oonsti-

lutlon of the United Sates. Lot us be
thankful for 80 much clear gain. .
The secoud section is elaboravs sud com-
plox, &nd I, recited to o popular sudiesct,
svould probably not be understood on the
fiitreading.  QOonsidered, therefore, sss bt
to-cry for the fall elections, ¢ i ‘ot aito-
gethes 80 clear and ringing ag party-mare
agers might desirs. But the campalgn ors
tor wiilfind In 1t 8 mine of explanatory
argument: and the disadvautage of.

schemo will thus turn to the advantago of
the advocate. What does this section offer
to the negro? Happy will bo our disap-
polntment if this dry stalk shall bud and
blossom into Impartial Suffrage. I have no
faith, however, that the keenest-eyed negro
will over be able to discern in it the sure
promise of the ballot. Does the section ap-
peal to the self-Interest of the South to grant
negro suffirage? Buch an appeal is unmanly
to ourselves and unjust to thenegra. When
the Government of the United Biates was
beseeching the slave to shoulder & musket
in its defense, what if it had officially pro-
claimed, “ Fight for us to-day, but to-mor-
row, after you have rescued the Govern-
Feat, look for your political rights to your
enemics, pot to your friends ;" would not
mankind have scoffed st such a proclama-
tion? Now, although the Government
made no such promise, it is falfill-
ing exactly such a one. Congress takes
the ground that the rebels were, by
their rebellion, stripped of all dvil and po-
litical righta. Xt therefore, proposes torein-
vest theee rebels, not only with their own
civil and political rights, but with discretion-
ary power to say whether or not the negro
ghall be Invested with Ads political rightsl
“ A scheme containing much positive good,”
says Mr. Stovens, “as well, I am bound to
admit, as tho omfsion of many better
(h.{ngs."

It i3 like Mr. Lincoln's preliminary proc-
lamation of September 23, 1862, which, had
it been accepted by the enemy, would have
made that enemy tho master both of the
slave and of the country.

If tho question now at issue in the recon-
struction were simply, What shall be the re-
lation of representation to suffrage? then the
Committee’s plan would be perfect But, as
the vital question Is pot whether tho nagro
ghall be represented by tvhite men, but
whether he shall be represented by his own
vote, the scheme i3 imperfect, Itsays to the
Bouth, “ If yon donotlet the negroes vote,
you shall not count them in your basis of
representation.” ‘To which ths -Bouth re-
plies (as I have heard Alexander H.
Btephens reply), “ Well, then, rather thanlet
the negroes vots, we will diminish our dele-
gation in Congress.” What, then, becomes
of thenegro? Ileremains under the foot of
hia enemy. .

The supplemental legislation which is to
follow this amendment has not been fully
detormined. A chance yet remalns thatit
may hinge on Equal Suffrage. For in-
stance, suppose a bill should pass declaring
that none of the Southern constitutions shall
be hold logal until ratified by the people,
without distinction of color; and dedlar-
ing, also, that until these atates shall presont
to Congress such constitutions so ratified no
admission chall be granted. Without some
such preoautionary measure, the new Con-
stitutional Amendment will prove usoful for
the negro’s civil rights, but useless for his
political. Other congressmen hold that the
terms of admission should be declared by &
concurrent resolution, instead of by a law.
Others, still, hold that the present amend-
rment shouli‘pot” HET5ESwod by any legisla-
tion whatevi during the prescnt session—
leaving to 8 foore radleal Congress to enact
s more radical plan. The debate goes besily
on, and perhaps in the maltitude of counsel-
ors there will be wisdom.

Meanwhile,Andrew Johnson remains atthe
head of the Confederato causo. His obstacles
in the way of Congress havo beea thus far so
great.as to delay Impartial Suffrage for a sea-
son. In this respect he has galned a partial
victory over Congress; but in every other
Congreés has gained an unoxampled victory
over the President. It is a marvel to old
politicians to witness how the same senators
and representatives who in former years
weore groaily influenced by Executive pat-
ropage have stood proof agalnst ell pur-
chnse by President Johnson, A member of
Congress finds that he-canpot control the
sppointments for hisown distziet. Formerly,
ho would have cringed to the Executive; but
the sams member now atands fim. “We
used to be bought up,” sald a member to
me; “but we no longer sell curselves.” Ac-
cordingly, no former Congress, even with
the co-operation of the Executive, was ever

gor than thls C 18 without it.

Tho Union majority stands like a stone-wall
against the President’s usurpation. Would
to God it could stand equally ercct for Im-
partial Justicel

* Tho Execntive is st
ing his own destruction. The Fenian pro¢- :
tamation is weaning the Irdsh from shout-!
ing for Andy. “Brldgi:t and all the other
chambermaids,” says Senator Wilson, “are
now against the Presldent” Democratic
eaders in both Houses, who connot live ex-
cept on tho Irish vote, begln to see that they .
can no longer carry the Executive as log.!
gago -Indeod, they are. already saying, i
« Take your President back again; we want
him no longer.” Morcover, the expected ‘
tbird party—the Johngson party, the party or- |
ganized by Montgomery Blair—has wilted in ‘
the snmmer heat.  Ita hope was to carry the
£all elections. But the fill elections will
never know that such a party was con-
ceived. The political fortunes of the Presi-
dent will go down before the Unlon banner
in the fall electiona After which, he will
be no longer the hopeofa new pni-ty, but
“the Tylerized President of an old, After
“which, again, ha will 1apse into nothing bat
| Androw Johnson. He might have eamed a
| goWlen memory. Let him count himself for-
tunate if bo ghall succeed in belng forgot-
ten.
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