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CHAP, XXXI, — An Act (o protect all Persons in the United States in their Civil April b, 1808,
‘ Ttighis, and Jurnich the Aloons o thesr Vinclication. AR, T8,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represemuutives of the Ulitted Who are eitl
States of America in Congress assémbled, Thit all persons born' in' the %‘&‘&' g:m
United States and not subject to dny forelzn power, excluding Indians !
not taxed, are hereby declared to be citizens of the United States; and
suchi citizens, of every raco and color, without regard to any prévious con-
dition of slavery or involuntaty servitude, oxcept as a punisliment for
ctime whereof tﬂe party shall have héen duly'convicted, shall have the
samo right, in overy State tind Territory in'the United States, to mnke w?;'b'lm
and enforce contracts, to sue, be parties, and' give evidence, to inherit,
purchase, lease, sell, hold, and cohvey real and personal property, and to
full and equal benefit of all laws and proceedings for tho security of per-
son and properly, s i3 enjoyed by white citizens, and shall be subject to
like punishment, paing, and penaltics, and to none other, any law, statute,
ordinance, regulation, or custoin, to the contrary notwithstanding.

Skc. 2. And be it further enacted, 'That any person who, under color of  Penalty for de-
any luw, statute, ordinance, regulation, or custom, shall subject, or eause priving any r;
to be subjected, any inhabitant of any State or Torritory to the depriva- torcsted by this
tion of any right secured ot protected by this act, or to different punish- act, by reason of
menl, pning, or penalties on account of such person huving nt any time coloror mee, &a.
been held in a condition of slavery or involuntary servitude, except as a
punishment for crimo whercof the party shall have been duly convicted,
or by reason of his color or race, than is prezcribed for the punishment of
white persons, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on convle-
tion, shall Le punished by fine not excceding one thousand dollars, or
imprisonment not excecding one year, or botl, in the discretion of the
courts

Sko. 8. And be it further enacted, That the district courts of the United _ Counrts of the
States, within their respective districts, shall have, oxclusively of the United States to

have jurisdiction

courts of the several States, cognizance of all crimes and offences com- of offaices nader
mitted aguinst the provisions ot this act, and also, concurrently with the this act.
circuit courts of the United States, of all causes, civil and ¢riminal, affect-

ing persons who are denied or cannot enforee in the courts or {udicial tri-

bunals of the State or locality where they may Le any of the rights sccured

to them by the first section of this act; and if any suit or pro:ccution, Suits com-
civil or criminal, hns been or shall be commenced in any Siate court, :“,:“rf:‘}n'a“y%“
agninst any such person, for any causo whatsoover, or against any oflicer, removed on de-
civil or military, or other person, for any arrest or imprisonment, tres- feodant’s motioa.
rasscs, or wrongs dons or committed by virtue or under color of author-

ty derived from this act or the nct establishing a Bureau for the reliet of

Freedmen and Refugees, and all acts amendatory thercof, or for refusing vgf“:‘lf"- 96061
t6 do any act upon the ground that it would be inconsistent with this act, "0 - =
such defendant shall bave the right to remove such cause for trial to the

rmpcr district or circuit court in the manner prescribed by the * Act re-

ating to hinbeas corpus and regulating judicial procecdings in cortain

cases,” approved March three, eighteen hundred and sixty-threo, and all 1883, ch. 87,
acts amendatory thercof.  ‘Lhe jurisdiction in civil and oriminal matters "j’" ﬂi l::o"“‘;
horeby conferred on tho district and circuit courts of the United States u;fromif .3,.
shall be oxcereised and enforced in conformity with the laws of the United tordln; to the
, States, 8o far as such luws are suitablo to carry the eame into effeet ; bue !4w8of the Untt:
in all cases where such laws are not adapted to the object, or are deficient common law, &o.
in the provisions necessary to furnish suitablo remedies and punish offen- .
ces ngainst lnw, the common law, as modified and changed by the consti-

tation and statutes of the State wherein the court having jurisdiction of

the cause, civil or eriminal, is held, 8o far as the same is not inconsistent

with the Constitution and laws of the United States, shall be extended to

and govern said courts fn tho trinl and dizposition of such cause, and, if of'

w criminal ninture, in the intliction of punishment on the party tound gulity.
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District attorr ~ SKO. 4. And be it further enacted, That the district attorneys, marshals,
neys, &c., to ln- and deputy marshals of the United States, the commissioners appointed by
T cehioecatl the circuit and territorial courts of the United States, with powers of arrest-
violating thissct. ing, imprisoning, or bailing offenders against the laws of the United States,

the officers and agents of the Freedmen's Bureau, and every other officer
who may be specially empowered by the President of the United States,
shall be, and they are hereby, specially authorized and required, at the
expense of the United States, to institute proceedings against all and every
person who shall violate the provisions of this act, and cause him or them
to be arrested and imprisoned, or bailed, as the case may be, for trial ba-
fore such court of the Ylnited States or territorial court as by this act has
cognizance of the offence. And with & view to affording reasonablo pro-
tection to all persons in their constitutional rights of equality before the
law, without distinction of race or color, or previous condition of slavery or
involuntary servitude, except a3 a punishment for crime, whereof the par-
:ly shall have been duly convicted, and to the prompt discharge of the

uties of this act, it shall be the duty of the circuit courts of the United
States and the superior courts of the Territories of the United States, from

Nutberof  {ime to time, to increase the number of commissioners, so as to afford a
f;’“‘}‘g:ﬂf{:;’:,,, speedy and convenient moans for the arrest and examination of persons
cft and tenito- ¢ rged with a violation of this act; and such commissioners are hereby
'l’"‘ courts fo Ib° authorized and required to exercise and discharge ull the powers and du-
autnoriry, ' ties conferred on them by this act, and the same duties with regard to

offences created by this act, as they are authorized by law to exercize with
regard to other offences aguinst the laws of the United States,

Manshals, &o., Sko. 5. And be ¢t further enacted, ‘That it shall be the duty of all mar-
to "“:"{;‘:‘AL‘!’?&. shals and deputy marshals to obey aud execute all warrants and precepts
ack. issued under the provisions of this act, when to them directed ; and should

Penglr for re- uny marshal or deprt:{ marshal refuse to receive such warrant or other

» & process when tendered, or to use all proper means diligently to execute the
same, ho shall, on conviction thereof, be fined in the sum of one thousand
dollary, to the use of the person upon whom the accused is alleged to have

Commissloners committed the offence. And the better to enable the said commissioners
oy appolnt per- 1o execute their dutics faithfully and efiiciontly, in conformity with the
warrants. Constitution of the United States aud the requirements of this act, they

are hereby authorized and emlpowered, within their counties respectively, to
appoint, in writing, under their hands, any one or more suitable persons,
from time to time, to execute all such warrants and other process as may
b issued by them in tho lawful performance of their respective duties;
and the persons so appointed to exccuto any warrant or process as afore-

Authority of  gaid shall have authority to summon and call to their aid the bystanders

such persons 51 nosse comitatus of the proper county, or such portion of the land or na-
val forces of the United States, or of the militin, as may be necessary to
the performance of the duty with which they are charged, and to insure a
faithful observance of the clause of the Constitution which prohibits slav-

Warranta to  ery, in conformity with the provisions of this uct; and said warrants shall
run waere. run and be executed by said officers anywhere in the State or Territory

within which they are issued.

Pealty forob-  SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That any person who shall knowing-
structing process ly and wilfully obstruct, hinder, or prevent any oflicer, or other person
under thls act; ), qroed with the ekecution of any warrant or process issucd under the

provisions of this act, or any person or persons lawfully assisting him or -

them, from arresting any person for whose apprehicusion such warrant or

for rescue, &o.1 process may have been issued, or shall rescuc or attempt to rescus such
verson from the custody of the officer, other person or persons, or those

‘awfully assisting ns aforesaid, when so arrested pursuant to the authority

for aldingto  Jigrein given and declared, or shull aid, abet, or assist any person so arreste
ecapes ed as aforesaid, directly or indirectly, to escape from the custody of the
&:.thuborlns. officer or other person scgally authorized as aforesaid, or shall harbor or
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conceal any person for whose arrest a warrant or process shall have been
issued as aforesaid, so as to prevent his discovery and arrest after notice
or knowledge of the fact that a warrant has beun issued for the apprehen-
slon of .such person, shall, for either of said offences, be subject to a fine
not exceeding one thousand dollars, and imprisonment not exceeding six
months, by indictment and couviction before the district court of the
United States. for the district in which said offencé may have been com-
mitted; ur before the proper court of criminal jurisdiction, if coamitted
within any one of the organized Territories of the United States.

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the district attorneys, the mar- Fees of district
shals, their deputies, and the clerks of the said disfrict and territorial courts attomops, mar-
shall be paid for their services the like fues as may be allowed to them for commissioner,
similar services in other cases; and in all cases where the proceedings &o.
are before a commissioner, he shall be entitled to.a fee of ten dollars in
full for his services in each case, inclusive of all services incident to such
arrest and examination. The person or persons authorized to executo the
process to be issued by such commissioners for the arrest of offenders
against the provisions of this act shall be entitled to a fes of five dollars
for each person Le or they may arrest and take before any such commis-
sioner as aforesaid, with such other fees as may be deemed reasonable by
such commissioner for such other additionnl sorvices as may beé necessarily
performed by him or them, such as attending at the examination, keoping
the prisoner in custodiy, and providing him with food and lodging darin
his detention, and until the final determination of such commissioner, an
in gencral for performing such other duties as may be required in the
premises ; such fees to be made up in conformity with the fees usually
charged by the officors of the courts of justice within the proper district or to be nald
county, as near as may be practicablo, and paid ont of the Treasury of the ¢on the trots-
United States on the certificate of the judge of the district within which ury ofthe United
the arrest is made, and to be recoverable from the dofendant as part of the f::;‘;‘.:;;‘,‘,‘,‘: }ﬁob,:
Judgment in case of conviction. defendant whea

Sec. 8. And beit further enacted, That whenever the President of the convicted.
United States shall have reason to believe that offences have been or are girent the Judgs,
likely to be committed against the provisions of this act within any judicial &c., to attend,
districs, it shall bo lawful for him, in_ his discretion, to direct the judge, ¢ for the more
marshal, and district attornoy of such district to attend at such place within p'x‘o,ﬂ charged
the district, and for such time as he may dedignate, for the purpose of the with violatiug
more speedy arrest and trial of persons charged with a violation of this this acty
acts and it shall be the duty of every judge or other officer, when any
such requisition shall be received by him, to attend at the place and for
the time therein designated.

Szc. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawlul for the Pres. _may enforce
ident of the United States, or such person as he may empower for that the fct with the
purpose, to employ such part of the land or naval forces of the United val power.
Statos, or of the militia, as shall be necessary to prevent the violation
and enforco the due execution of this act.

Skc. 10. And be it further enacted, That upon all questionz of law  Appeal to the
arising in any cause under the provisions of this act a final appeal may be :,‘l‘},“l}::;f:f“" of

-taken to the Supreme Court of the United States. States.

. SCHUYLER COLFAX,

Speaker of the House of Reprezentatives.
LA FAYETTE 8. FOSTER,
President of the Senate, pro tempore.

In the Senate of the United States, April 6, 1860,

The Prosident of the United States having returned to the Senate, in il passed over
which it originated, the bill entitled “ An act to protect all persons in the {?&,"s‘&:{f the
United States in their civil rights, and furnish the means of their vindica-
tion,” with his objections thereto, the Sennte procecded, in pursuauce of the
Constitution, to reconsider the same; and,
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Resolved, That the sald bill do pass, two-thirds of the Senate agreehig
to pass the same. o '
Atmx‘ ' ! o Jo W. FORNBY,
: S + Secretary of the Senate,

In the House of Representaiive: U, 8. April Oth, 18686,

The House of Representatives having proceeded, in pursuance of the
Conatitution, to reconsider the hill entitled “ An act to protect all persons
in the United States in their olvil ts, and furinish the means of their vin-
dication,” returned to the Senate by the President of the United States,
with his objections, and sent by the Senate to the Ioue of Representa-
tives, with the message of the President veturning the bill :

Resolved, That the bill do pass, two-thirds of the House of Represen-
tatives agreeing to pass the same,

Attest: Epwarp McPnersow, Clerk,

by Cuintox Lroyp, Chief Clerk.

April 10, 1866, CHAD. XXXII — An Act granting to the State of Wisconsin a Donation of Public Lands
tv aid in the Construction of a Dreakwater and Harbor and Ship Canal at the lead of
Sturgeon Bj’f’ in the County of Lovor, in said State, to connect the Walers of Green Bay
with Lake Michigun, in suid Stute.

Qrant of land  Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representalives of the United
g"n“‘k‘;"m’r‘“hi‘: States of America in Congress assembled, That there be, and hereby is,
bor, and ship granted to the State of Wisconsin for the purpose of aiding said State in
canal, constructing and completing a breakwater and harbor and ship canal to

connect the waters of Green bay with the waters of Lake Michigan, two
hundred thousand acres of public lands, to be solected in rubulivisions
agreeably to the United States survey, by an agent or agents appointed by
the governor of said State, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the

Proviso. Interlor, from lands subject to private entry: Provided, That said selec-
&?“W-hw tions shall all he made from alternato and odd numbered sections of land

nearest the location of said harbor and canal in saill State not otherwise
appropriated, and not from lands designated by the United States us “min-.
eral ” before the passage of this act, nor from Jands to which the rights of
pre-emption or homestead have attached.

Lands sub{eet Sto. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said lands hereby granted
0 disposnl of leg- ginll be subject to the disposal of the legislature of said State, or, if the

"7 legislature thercof ghall not be in session, or shall adjourn within ten days
alter the passage and approval of this act, then said lauda shall be subject
to the disposal of the governor and board of commissioners of school, uni-
versity, and swamp lands of said Siate, for the purposes aforesaid, and for

Canattobe  no other; and the said canal shall be and remnin & public highway for
E;WO highway, the use of the government of the United States, fres from toll or clia

) upon the vessels of said government, or upon vessels employed by said

overnment in the transporiation of any property or troops of the Uuited
Slates,

Plans, &c..to  SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That before it shall bo competent for

:’c?";d Indepart- ¢qicl State to dispose of any of said lands, to bo sclected as nforesaid, the

g plan of said brenkwater and harbor and the route of said canal shall be
established, and a plat or plats thereof shall ha filed in the offics of the
War Depuriment, and a duplicate thercof filed in the offico of the Com.
missioner of the General Land Office.

Unlesswork s Sec., 4. And be ¢ further enacted, ‘That if the eaid breakwater, harbor,
completedin = and canal, shell not be completed within three years from the passage of
sold lands revert this act, the lands hereby granted and remaining unsold shall revert to the
to the United  United States.
fitates, ve SkO. 8. And be it further enacted, That the legislature of said state

Account to
kept; and when ehall cause to bo kept an accurate account of the sules and net proceeds




